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MR FIGHTS 
DECISION 
BY POLICE 



James Morris MP - will fight 


Report by Lee Watton 


WEST Midlands Police needs to get its priorities right - 
that was the view of an MP after plans were revealed to 
close five police stations across Dudley borough. 

Bases in Dudley, Stourbridge, Halesowen, Netherton and Kingswin- 
ford are all earmarked for closure under proposed budget cuts. Two 
MPs have hit out against the bombshell, saying they will fight to save 
their stations. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP James Morris has launched a petition to fight the 
closure of Halesowen Police Station. “West Midlands Police needs to get its priorities 
right,” said the Conservative MP. “The proposals do not make sense and I will be fighting 
them tooth and nail.” 


Van driver 
gets £800 
rubbish bill 

A VAN driver who illegally dumped 
waste in Halesowen has been or¬ 
dered to pay more than £800 by 
magistrates. 

Aaron Cox, of St John’s Road, 
Halesowen, duped a resident into 
paying £50 to have her waste re¬ 
moved by him. 

But Dudley Magistrates Court was 
told that he had later dumped the 
black bags including garden waste 
and other rubbish on land in Hawne 
Park. 

The rubbish was traced back to the 
resident who said she had paid Cox, 
aged 34, to properly dispose of it. 

The court was told that he was also 
found to be carrying the rubbish in 
his van without a proper licence. 

Cox admitted dumping the waste 
at court last week and also not hav¬ 
ing the correct licence to carry it. 

Magistrates fined him £200 and or¬ 
dered him to pay costs of £410, plus 
a £180 criminal court charge and a 
£20 victim surcharge — a total bill 
of £810. 

Cabinet member for environmen¬ 
tal services on Dudley Council, Coun¬ 
cillor Hilary Bills said it was the the 
taxpayer that ended up footing the 
bill for illegally dumped rubbish. 


Dwindling 
congregation 
shuts church 

A CHURCH is being forced to close 
after almost 100 years due to a dwin¬ 
dling congregation. 

The number of people attending 
the Bethel Mission Free Church in 
Hasbury, Halesowen, has shrunk 
to so few that remaining members 
of the congregation have decided to 
wind the church up. 

A Harvest of Memories celebration 
on October 18 will be the final chap¬ 
ter in the church’s history. 

Trustee Irene Layton, aged 83, has 
been going to the church for more 
than 70 years. She joined the church 
when she was just 10 when it had a 
thriving congregation. 

Mrs Layton, of Islington, Hale¬ 
sowen, said: “Unfortunately, we’re 
going to have to close due to dwin¬ 
dling numbers. The miracle we 
needed didn’t happen.” 

The church holds special memo¬ 
ries for Mrs Layton, as it is where 
she married her husband, where his 
funeral was held and also where her 
sister’s funeral was held. 

She said: “We used to have Sunday 
school and evening services which 
were very well attended. It’s amaz¬ 
ing how much things can change 
from one generation to the next.” 


His petition is online and a paper version 
will be available at his constituency office. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin has already 
campaigned against the closure of the front 
desk at Dudley’s main police station. 

The Labour MP said: “We all know sav¬ 
ings have to be made but these closures are 
a direct result of the Government’s deci¬ 
sion to hand West Midlands Police dispro¬ 
portionate cuts — that are twice as deep as 
places like Surrey. 

“We fought hard when they were closing 
the front desk to the public at Dudley ear¬ 
lier this year, presenting a petition signed 
by 2,200 local people to Parliament, and 
taking our case to the policing minister, the 
chief constable and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

Push 

“It’s now more important than ever for 
people to add their name to our petition 
so we can push the Government, Dudley 
Council and West Midlands Police to find 
a way of keeping police based in the town.” 

Chairman of West Midlands Police Fed¬ 
eration Tom Cuddeford said: “While these 
offices many not be open to the public, 
officers work from them and host meet¬ 
ings there. The closures will take officers 
further away from the communities they 
serve.” 

Stourbridge MP Margot James said pro¬ 
tecting the jobs of police officers was the 
priority. She explained: “I am not going to 
oppose the move but that doesn’t mean to 
say I’m not concerned. I think it’s impor¬ 
tant the police have a presence in Stour¬ 
bridge. 

“I would be interested to see alternative 
plans. I don’t think it’s going to close for 
a couple of years and if a suitable prem¬ 
ises can be established in Stourbridge that 
would be ideal.” 



Tennis ace Jordanne 
given MBE honour 


Delighted Jordanne Whiley with her MBE presented by the Prin¬ 
cess Royal during a ceremony this week at Buckingham Palace 


Grand Slam success 


TENNIS star Jordanne Whiley, one 
of Britain’s most successful players, 
has described her joy at receiving 
an MBE from the Princess Royal. 

Whiley last year completed the 
feat that has eluded all previous dis¬ 
abled and able bodied tennis players 
- a calendar Grand Slam of all four 
majors. 

The 23-year-old from Halesowen, 
who has brittle bone disease, won 
the Australian Open, French Open, 
Wimbledon and US Open doubles 
crowns with sporting partner Yui 
Kamiji from Japan. The pair dom¬ 
inate women’s doubles and during 
2015 defended their Wimbledon 
and Australian titles. 

Whiley last month won the 
wheelchair singles championship 


at the US Open, the first British 
woman to do so. 

After the Buckingham Palace 
ceremony on Tuesday, the tennis 
star played down her achievement. 
“I didn’t actually set out to do the 
calendar Grand Slam,” she said. 

“It wasn’t until I’d won the Aus¬ 
tralian Open and Roland Garros 
that I said to Yui ‘we’re halfway 
there, we might as well go for all 
four’ and everything just clicked.” 

Of her MBE, she added: “When 
I got the letter through the post 
I read it about five or six times, I 
thought it was a mistake.” 

She won wheelchair dou¬ 
bles bronze at the London 2012 
Paralympics and aims for singles 
and doubles golds at the Rio Games. 


DEVELOPMENT 

Abbey barns to be 
made into homes 

CONTROVERSIAL plans to convert six dis¬ 
used barns on a historic site into homes 
and a visitor centre have been approved. 

Six homes will be created within the 
grounds of the historic scheduled mon¬ 
ument Halesowen Abbey as part of the 
development, after proposals received 
delegated approval from Dudley Council. 

Renewed plans were submitted by site 
owner Mrs Sue Tudor earlier this year after 
previous permissions expired. 

Halesowen Abbey Trust still had con¬ 
cerns about the project although the group 
welcomed plans to improve a footpath. 

CHARITIES 

Marathon mayor 
plans heroic effort 

THE Mayor of Dudley will be pounding 
the streets in a charity half-marathon 
dressed as Black Country Mon. 

Councillor Steve Waltho will don the 
tights and cape as the popular local 
hero for the Great Birmingham Run 
on October 18. He will be joined by a 
team of runners, also dressed as Black 
Country Mon, for the 13-mile course in 
aid of his five charities. 

People wanting to sponsor him can 
via mydonate.bt.com/charities/may 
orofdudleyscharities 

SPEEDWAY 

Heathens’ future 
thrown into doubt 

THE Cradley Heathens speedway club 
supporters’ trust has admitted the club is 
‘heading into the unknown’ after its owners 
announced they were walking away. 

The Heathens have been plunged into 
crisis, with the outgoing bosses admitting 
they don’t know whether the team’s next 
fixture against King’s Lynn will be its last. 

Chairman Nigel Pearson and club part¬ 
ners Chris Van Straaten and Gary Patchett 
revealed they were going to step down 
at the weekend due to personal circum¬ 
stances and other work commitments. 

• Sport - Back Page 
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The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
at life 


NIGEL HASH LOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hoi topics, 
head-on 




Jail for man who snatched 



Edward Bums 


A DANGEROUS predator who snatched 
a nine-year-old girl off a Black Country 
street as she walked home from Sunday 
prayers has been jailed for four-and-a-half 
years. 

Edward Burns struck at lunchtime in 
Belmont Road, Bearwood, shortly after the 
child got off a bus. 

The 38-year-old with no history of of¬ 
fences against children was carrying the 
screaming and struggling girl down an al¬ 
leyway leading to his flat when a woman 
saw what was happening and shouted at 
him. He dropped the victim and fled but 
the victim’s detailed description of the cul¬ 


prit led to him being traced and arrested 
within days of the March 29 kidnap. 

Recorder Nicholas Cartwright told 
Burns as the sentence was passed at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court: “It is pure good 
fortune that this woman intervened. I con¬ 
clude there was a sexual motive behind 
this kidnapping and I am driven to the 
conclusion that this was not going to be 
trivial sexual activity. This little girl must 
have been terrified.” The girl was knocked 
to the ground between two parked cars as 
Burns fell on top of her. 

She was pinned face down and unable to 
cry out for help before he picked her up, 


girl, nine 

carried her across the road and down the 
alley where they were spotted. 

Burns from Bearwood Road, Bearwood, 
admitted kidnap. He will have to serve at 
least two thirds of his prison sentence and 
will then be monitored under licence for 
a further six and a half years, five years 
more than would normally be the case be¬ 
cause he was of the risk he represents. 

Detective Constable Luke Stephens said: 
“The child was very brave and gave us a 
detailed description of the man who at¬ 
tacked her. I would also like to thank the 
public spirited actions of the woman who 
intervened and helped the child.” 



Banned driver jailed 
over soldier tragedy 


A BANNED driver who sped through 
a red light at nearly 70mph and 
ploughed straight into a soldier’s car, 
killing him instantly, has been jailed 
for 10 years. 

Kasim Mohammed smashed into a car 
driven by Adam Hancox on the A4123 
Wolverhampton Road between Bleakhouse 
Road and Clent Road 
in Oldbury. 

The 27-year-old, who 
had been out drinking the 
night before the crash, 
then ran off - leaving a 
seriously injured passen¬ 
ger in his Volkswagen 
Passat. 

However, four wit¬ 
nesses saw Mohammed 

- who was disqualified 
from driving at the time 

- trying to run away and 
collared him, wrestling 
him to the ground. 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard how the ‘cat¬ 
astrophic’ collision was 
caused by Mohammed’s 
‘obvious and blatant dis¬ 
regard for the rules of the 
road’. 

One witness described 
seeing Mohammed’s Pas¬ 
sat ‘T-bone’ Mr Hancox’s 
Ford, according to Mr Kevin Grego, prosecuting. 

Mr Hancox, 26, of Pitcairn Road, Smethwick, 
was on sick leave when the crash happened on 
November 23 last year. 

After being arrested close to the scene, Mo¬ 
hammed, of Bearwood Road, Smethwick, twice 
refused to provide a specimen of breath. 

Mohammed’s passenger described him speed¬ 
ing up on the approach, ‘as if he could beat’ the 
lights.CCTV at the side of the road has been 
used to work out that Mohammed was travelling 
at a minimum of 69mph when he was just 90m 
from the junction - but he did not slow down. 

The speed limit on the road is 40mph. 

Mohammed pleaded guilty to causing death by 
dangerous driving, driving whilst disqualified, 
failing to stop at the scene of an accident, failing 
to provide a specimen and driving without insur¬ 
ance. He was also disqualified him from driving. 


Adam Hancox 


Kasim Mohammed 


Two hurt after explosion at flat 


The damaged property in Rowley Regis, after the explosion. 


TWO men have been injured 
and 20 people evacuated after an 
explosion in a Rowley Regis flat 
caused a fire. 

The pair, who were inside, 
managed to leave the flat and 
were detained by police at the 
scene. 

They were both taken to hos¬ 
pital with minor injuries and will 
be questioned about what hap¬ 
pened when they are fit to do so. 

No one else is believed to have 
been injured in the explosion or 
fire, but structural damage was 
caused to the house, leading to 


the evacuation of 20 residents 
from homes in the immediate vi¬ 
cinity as a precaution. 

The 20 people spent Tuesday 
night in temporary accommo¬ 
dation following the explosion 
which took place just before 
10.10pm. 

West Midlands Police have 
launched an investigation fol¬ 
lowing the explosion in Oldbury 
Road. 

Fire crews also attended the 
blaze and Oldbury Road was 
closed at the junction with Penn- 
cricket Lane. 


Picture: Adrian Crowe 
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Agency bill 
for borough 
schools is 
nearly £5m 

ALMOST £5 million was spent on agen¬ 
cy staff at schools across Dudley in a 
year, figures reveal. 

Schools forked out thousands of 
pounds on providing cover during 
2014/15. Casual workers were brought 
into to cover sickness absences and ma¬ 
ternity leave. 

The figures, revealed under the Free¬ 
dom of Information Act, did not include 
academies, which are run independently, 
but related to primary and secondary 
schools, special schools and nurseries. 

Teaching cover cost £3.8m, while over 
a million spent on support staff. Expend¬ 
iture can also cover full-time teachers 
covering other lessons or weekends. 

Thorns Community College in Brier- 
ley Hill spent most on agency staff dur¬ 
ing the period, paying out £336,000. 
This was followed by the Priory Primary 
School which spent £193,000. 

Other big spenders were the Pens 
Meadow Special School in Stourbridge, 
which spent £172,000, the Brier Special 
School in Kingswinford, which paid out 
£154,000, Dudley’s Hillcrest Secondary 
School, which spent £132,000, and Col¬ 
ley Lane Primary School in Halesowen, 
£118,000. Old Park Special School in 
Brierley Hill spent £232,000 on other 
support staff, while the Coseley School 
paid £135,000. 

Councillor Ian Cooper, boss of chil¬ 
dren’s services, said: “School governors 
and head teachers manage their own 
budgets and make financial decisions 
in the best interests of pupils and the 
whole of the school.” 

Insurers raise 
£600 for charity 

STAFF at specialist motoring insurance 
broker Footman James in Dudley have 
raised nearly £600 for Macmillan Can¬ 
cer Support. 

The company, which has moved from 
Rowley Regis to Castlegate House beat 
last year’s amount from a coffee morn¬ 
ing for the charity by almost £100. 

The event included a stall with sweet 
and savoury treats baked by staff and a 
raffle with more than 20 prizes ranging 
from afternoon tea to a month’s free 
gym membership. 

Director David Bond said: “We were 
delighted to sign up for Macmillan’s cof¬ 
fee morning and raise money for such a 
worthwhile event.” 

Footman James, which started more 
than 30 years ago, moved to its new base 
last year. It employs 150 in the town. 

Volunteers blitz 
rubbish on streets 

TWENTY six bags of rubbish have been 
picked up across six roads in Tipton as 
part of Sandwell’s Safer 6 campaign. 

Volunteers from Tipton Litter Watch 
along with the Rowley Regis neighbour¬ 
hood team took to the streets to collect 
litter from Mount Road to Park Road. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABLE & BROMLEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WARE HOUSE 

Sofa’s, Vinyls 
and Laminates ^ ^973 


Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C 1 www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE I 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



* 


• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5815270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Homeclad 



■ • FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 




• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 



01384 413444 


r 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Nearly one 
thousand 
temp jobs 
at council 

NEARLY 1,000 staff are being em¬ 
ployed on temporary contracts by 
Dudley Council. 

The 978 employees hired by Dudley 
Council are paid on average £11.52 
per hour, well above the national min¬ 
imum wage of £6.50. 

The majority are employed by the 
authority to work in schools across 
the borough. A total of 462 temporary 
staff work as either teachers or teach¬ 
ing assistants. 

Other roles include administration 
assistants, library assistants, park 
rangers and social workers. 

The authority was criticised in June 
when it emerged it was forking out 
£800 a day on employing an interim 
chief officer for children’s services. 
The council has twice tried unsuccess¬ 
fully to fill the post. 

Necessary 

Councillor Judy Foster, cabinet 
member for corporate and customer 
services, said: “The work of the coun¬ 
cil is very varied and sometimes it is 
necessary to use temporary staff, such 
as seasonal staff who are required to 
work at specific times of the year, or 
those filling a statutory role which 
cannot be left vacant.” 

She added: “We employ temporary 
staff on occasions until a permanent 
member of staff can be found to fill 
the role. 

“In all instances we ensure that the 
right person is taken on for the role 
to ensure we continue to provide first 
class services for borough residents.” 

Dangerous drug 
stolen from van 

POLICE are warning about a poten¬ 
tially lethal drug that was stolen from 
a pharmacy van which was driven 
across the Black Country before being 
dumped in Wolverhampton. 

The van was taken from Gough 
Road, Dudley, just before 10am on 
Thursday, then found a short time 
later in Bradley. 

Two prescriptions were found to be 
missing, one of which was for the an¬ 
ti-cancer drug methotrexate. 

Police say this drug is extremely 
dangerous to touch and could cause 
serious injury or even death if in¬ 
gested by children or animals. 

The 16 yellow tablets are in a small 
brown click-lock bottle. 

Anyone with information should 
contact Wolverhampton Police on 101. 

Peaky Blinders in 
return to locations 

FILMING was due to start on the new 
series of Brummie gangster drama 
Peak Blinders this week. The third se¬ 
ries is expected to be shot on location 
in the Midlands again, including the 
Black Country Living Museum. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Edwards pride of place in heart of Dudley 



Mayor Steve Waltho, Conor Devlin 
and freestyle footballer Colin Nell 


HE is one of Dudley’s most loved 
footballing heroes and now Duncan 
Edwards’ statue has been given new 
prominence in the heart of the town. 

Members of his family were among 
scores of people who attended a 
re-dedication ceremony last week. 

The Manchester United and Eng¬ 
land star’s statue has been reposi¬ 
tioned as part of a revamp of the town 
centre. 

It would have been Edwards’ 79th 
birthday on October 1 and he remains 
a legend to many in the Black Coun¬ 
try. 


Duncan’s cousin Keith, 78, at the 
ceremony said: “It means a lot to all of 
us. We come down here twice a year, 
on the day Duncan was born and the 
day he died. The whole family are so 
proud.” 

The statue has been moved across 
the market place to the Castle Street 
side as part of a £6.7 million revamp. 

Coachloads 

Three coachloads of Manchester 
United fans travelled to Dudley for 
the special service. 

Brian Mulholland, from the Man¬ 


chester United Supporters Club, said 
the re-dedicated statue would become 
a pilgrimage site for thousands of 
Manchester United fans. 

Mr Mulholland, 65, said: “It’s a 
credit to the town, Dudley Council 
and especially to Duncan’s family.” 

A new plinth on the statue was un¬ 
veiled by Mayor of Dudley Councillor 
Steve Waltho and Duncan’s third 
cousin, 12-year-old Connor Devlin. 

Duncan Edwards died aged 21 from 
injuries sustained in the 1958 Munich 
air disaster. 


Sunday market 
opens for business 

DUDLEY Market will open on Sun¬ 
days for the first time ever in the lead 
up to Christmas. 

Bosses hope the change, which 
comes into effect from October 25, will 
‘bring life back in to the town’. 

A new company called Dudley Mar¬ 
ket Traders now run the market. 

It is the first scheme of its kind in 
the Black Country, with Dudley Coun¬ 
cil retaining ownership of the market 
but handing over its running to the 
traders. 

The market currently runs six days 
a week. 

Glamorous ball is 
for Beacon charity 

A LEADING West Midlands IT ser¬ 
vices provider has stepped forward to 
ensure a charity’s 140th anniversary 
ball is a glittering success. 

Oosha Ltd, based in Broadlands, 
Wolverhampton, is sponsoring the 
Beacon event tomorrow (Fri). 

The glamorous black tie ‘Hollywood 
Ball’ will be held at the Copthorne 
Hotel, Merry Hill, and tickets are 
priced at £30 per person, which in¬ 
cludes a three-course meal and wel¬ 
come drink. 

More information is available at 
www.beaconvision.org website. 

Music and food 
in celebrations 

A MUSIC event with Caribbean food 
is just one of the events taking place 
in Dudley to celebrate Black History 
Month. 

The theme for this year’s event 
- which takes place this month - is 
past and present. Events include local 
history talks, free taster sessions for 
an ancestry website and a variety of 
events celebrating black history. A 
free music and food tasting event at 
Dudley Library takes place on Satur¬ 
day, October 17. 

Restaurant revamp 
for pub at Castlegate 

A PUB will be transformed into a Har¬ 
vester restaurant under plans which 
will create jobs in Dudley. 

Bostin Fittle, based on Castlegate 
Park, near Dudley Archives and the 
Black Country Living Museum, has 
been taken over by pub group Mitch¬ 
ells and Butlers. 

The pub will be re-branded as a 
Harvester with a new menu and a re¬ 
vamped interior. 

It was among 173 sites acquired 
from the Orchid pub estate in 2014. 

Cradley choir tune up 

CRADLEY Heath Male Voice Choir is 
set to entertain audiences at concerts. 

The choir will perform at Dudley 
Wood Methodist Church on Saturday 
and at the Methodist Centre in Tiv- 
idale on October 17. 

Tickets can be bought on the door 
or in advance on 07790 198156 


Town's car parks could 
be replaced by housing 


TOWN centre car parks in Crad¬ 
ley Heath will be axed under plans 
to cut costs at cash-strapped 
Sandwell Council. 

Many shoppers park at Tesco Extra - 
where there is no charge - meaning three 
of the five council-run car parks are con¬ 
sidered surplus to requirements. 

But the move has drawn criticism from High 
Street traders who claim the move would crip¬ 
ple their business and push more shoppers to 
the supermarket giant. 

The car parks at Corngreaves Road, 
Graingers Lane and Northgate/Prince Street 
are set to be sold off following a review by coun¬ 
cil bosses. New housing could be built on the 
land under the proposals. 

Councillor Bill Gavan, chairman of the land 
and asset management committee, said: “In 
Cradley Heath most people park on Tesco. 

“I think that it could save thousands.I f they 
were bringing in money they would be kept but 
obviously there is not enough money coming in. 

“The council wants to keep council tax down. 
Other things need to be looked at. 

“We hear about building more social hous¬ 
ing. More social housing is needed. The land 
could be used.” 

Customers 

But Rajesh Sethi, manager of the Ransons 
discount store in High Street, said the move 
would badly affect trade. 

“If we have not got most of the car parks 
here we will not have the footfall and we will 
definitely be losing customers,” he explained. 
“They have already put the parking charges in 
and people park instead in Tesco. People will 
shop wherever is easily available from their 
ar. 

“This council does not seem to bother about 
footfall and bringing customers in. If they do 
not support local business they should not be 
charging us business rates.” 

If approved the proposals would be a further 
blow to traders following weeks of roadworks. 

A stretch of the High Street has been shut 
to drivers for almost two months to allow for a 
£100,000 gas works scheme. 

The work between St Anne’s Road and the 
West Bromwich Building Society is due to be 
completed on Saturday. 

Mr Sethi said he had lost at least 25 percent 
of his trade as a result of the works and added 
that the town was now at its ‘economic lowest’. 



Netherton father Craig Griffiths, aged 26, who died after his car crashed 
on Birmingham New Road, pictured with his five-year-old daughter 


Family’s 
tributes 
after car 
tragedy 

TRIBUTES have been paid 
to a car enthusiast who died 
when his vehicle smashed 
into a tree and lamppost be¬ 
side the Birmingham New 
Road in Dudley. 

Craig Griffiths got out of 
the car after the crash but 
then suffered a cardiac ar¬ 
rest at the scene. Paramed¬ 
ics treated him and he was 
taken to Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital where he later died. 

The family of Mr Griffiths 
has released a picture of him 
with his five-year-old daugh¬ 
ter. 

In a statement, the heart¬ 
broken family said: “He was 
a quiet and shy young man 
with a cheeky, infectious 
smile and he would do any¬ 
thing for anyone, always put 
others first.” 

The 26-year-old from 
Netherton was described as 
a brilliant father. 

The crash happened near 
the empty King Arthur pub 
at around 10.20pm on Sep¬ 
tember 29. No other vehicles 
are believed to have been 
involved. A passenger, aged 
26, suffered minor injuries 
and was taken to hospital 
for treatment. 

Floral tributes have been 
placed at the site by friends 
and family. 



October) Installations; Massive > Discounts 


Bespoke 
requirements 
are no problem 


• Windows 

• composite windows & doors 

• Conservatories 

• Orangeries 

• Porches 

• Extensions, Carports & Canopies ^ 

• Bi-fold & uPVC doors 

• Timber Doors and Windows^ Uy 

• Repair service BV 


Friendly, personal touch and Jobs completed to high standards 


Unit19Middlemore 
Industrial Estate, 
Middlemore Road, 
B21 0AY 

0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 

www.westmidlandsglazing.com 


3 Windows 

Was-£89e-Now £680 

4 Windows 

WaS-EWe-Now £890 | 

5 Windows 

Was-£4£§e-Now £1100 

6 Windows 

Was-E4-50CT Now £1380 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (labc approved) 
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THE BEST OF •• 
PETERRHODES^^ 


ANACHRONISM Abbey. More 2015 terms alleged¬ 
ly spoken at Downton in 1925. Walking alone is “so 
liberating.” Having a local hospital is “a huge plus.” One 
character has been “put through an emotional wrangle.” 
Not to mention the repeated use of the word “pregnant” 
which was a medical term in those days and not used in 
polite chat. 

MY German diesel is rated at 40 miles per gallon. God 
knows how much I may have been short-changed by the 
emissions-fiddling scandal, and how much compensation 
the blighters owe me. So I filled the tank, recorded the to¬ 
tal mileage and divided it by the gallons consumed, which 
is the only true test of any car’s fuel consumption. It does 
not do 40mpg. It does 41.25mpg. Do I owe them? 

THE Drama Channel has replayed the entire 1995 
BBC adaptation of Pride and Prejudice to mark its 20th 
anniversary. The big surprise is to discover online that 

Jennifer Ehle, the definitive Eng¬ 
lish rose who played Elizabeth 
Bennet, was actually born in 
North Carolina and speaks with 
an American accent, y’all. 

MY campaign to award excla¬ 
mation marks to British towns 
and villages is gathering pace, 
he Devon village of Westward 
Ho! Is the only place with one. 
:lude Tring! and Middle Wallop! 

THE death toll at last week’s Hajj disaster is now 
reckoned to be over 1,000. Saudi Arabia’s most senior 
cleric insists that the crush was “beyond human control.” 
Nonsense. It wouldn’t have happened in Disneyland. 

DAVID Cameron goes to Jamaica and local activists 
start demanding reparations for the slave trade. This may 
be the right time for us Yorkshire folk to raise the issue 
of the Harrowing of the North by the Normans in 1069. 
The whole region was laid waste and thousands were 
slaughtered or died of famine. If it had not been for the 
Harrowing I feel sure I would be living in a much bigger 
house, earning far more money and would not have lost 
my hair. Shall we say £20 million? 



Suggestions ir 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Children’s centres may 
host health services 


EXTRA services will be moved into children’s 
centres across Dudley, as part of a shake-up 
in the borough. 

The changes are coming about because the re¬ 
sponsibility for commissioning public health servic¬ 
es for children has transferred from NHS England 
to local authorities. 

A report presented to the Dudley Council’s People’s 


Service committee sets out 
options to improve the inte¬ 
gration of services. Among 
the proposals is locating 
midwifery services, health 
visitors and family support 
workers in the centres. 

A weekly multi-agency 
safeguarding group is also 
proposed to discuss new 
ways to improve early inter¬ 
vention and ensure referrals 
into children’s social care 
services are appropriate. 

Moving the registration 
of new births to children 
centres will also be explored 
to increase the numbers of 
vulnerable families access¬ 
ing other available services. 

The report states the ad¬ 
vantage of the council tak¬ 
ing over responsibilities is 
that it has the potential to 
provide a more cost-effective 
service built around individ¬ 
ual needs. 

Benefit 

Deborah Harkins, chief 
officer for health and 
well-being at Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, said: “The benefit of 
bringing these services to¬ 
gether is to provide an inte¬ 
grated service with a single 


by Rob Cox 


point of access for children 
and families. 

“There is a slight vari¬ 
ance in roles between differ¬ 
ent providers in supporting 
children and families, so 
this transfer will enable 
them to work more closely 
together around families’ 
needs. Pilot sites are still to 
be decided. 

“The new weekly safe¬ 
guarding group will allow 
our frontline professionals 
an opportunity to share in¬ 
telligence around safeguard¬ 
ing issues and fulfil their 
duty to contribute as part of 
a multi-agency approach. 

“Birth registration at a 
locality level enables new 
parents to be known to the 
locality team, who can in¬ 
troduce them to local cen¬ 
tres and services they can 
access.” 

She added: “This devel¬ 
opment is in the very early 
stages of consideration. We 
will consult local communi¬ 
ties if it is felt there is merit 
in these proposals before 
taking any final decision.” 


Stars have the wow factor 



Reality TV starts Jake Quickenden and Stephanie Pratt 


FORMER X Factor sing¬ 
er turned I’m A Celebrity 
star Jake Quickenden and 
reality TV star Stephanie 
Pratt wowed the crowds at 
a special students’ night at 
Merry Hill shopping centre. 

The famous pair were 
guests of honour as Intu 
Merry Hill centre held its 
annual student night of¬ 
fering discounts at the 
shopping complex. They 
appeared on stage and took 
part in a game where they 
were joined by members of 
the crowd to try and remem¬ 
ber the lyrics of songs. 

Jake, who won an army 
of fans during last year’s X 
Factor and I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here, was 
mobbed with requests for 
pictures and autographs. He 
was mentored by Mel B in 
the star-making show before 
entering the celebrity jungle 
and finishing runner-up to 
superbiker Carl Fogarty. 

He was happy with the re¬ 
action, saying: “They were 
all lovely, it was really nice. 
I have been to Birmingham 
quite a few times, it is the 
first time in Dudley but it 
won’t be the last.” 

Glamorous Stephanie was 
due to be accompanied by 
fellow Made In Chelsea star 
Jamie Laing but he was un¬ 
able to make it. 


Prab joins 
the run in 
memory 
of brother 

A ROAD-running Tipton 
man is gearing up for a mar¬ 
athon challenge in memory 
of his brother. 

Prab Sahota, aged 36, is 
hitting the Great Birming¬ 
ham Run on October 18 in 
aid of Acorns Children’s 
Hospice. 

The charity provided care 
for his brother, Pavan, who 
was born with muscular 
dystrophy and died in De¬ 
cember 1997, aged just 16. 

Mr Sahota is an adminis¬ 
tration and quality manager 
at Birmingham University. 
He said: “My brother at¬ 
tended Acorns from a young 
age and enjoyed his stay 
there as it enabled him to be 
more independent. 

“The staff were brilliant 
and helped provide stimula¬ 
tion and laughter. 

“As Pavan got older, his 
condition deteriorated but 
at Acorns he could do what 
he wanted, like go on trips 
and get to know children his 
own age. 

“He had a lot of fond 
memories and made lots 
of friends during his time 
there.” 

The Great Birmingham 
Run is not the first time Mr 
Sahota has been involved in 
fundraising. In 2010 he did 
a Great Wall of China trek 
and recently abseiled to 
raise money. 

He added: “I’ve been in¬ 
volved in various fundrais¬ 
ing events over the years 
for the charity. If I can help 
other families like Acorns 
helped mine, it’ll make it all 
worth it.” 


IP 


QyEENjiB LINDS 


Mix & Match Vertical 
Blinds Or Roller 

3forC100 


72* a 72* 


I I 
I l 

pr- 

■ i 


Roller Blinds 

3 for £129 


Full Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 

£189 

Vertxat Oi?V 

Roman Blinds 

3 for £199 


L.-.J 


60’ x 60" Dependent on sir* 

RonfSir, flSCjf, Vefbcat 
Fitted within i-dajhPT 

~ oPErre days a vveek 

^8.30AM TILL 7PM; 

MEASURING^ 

A FITTING 

UJfonth Guarantee Terms & Condltfons Apply 
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Vertical 
Blinds 

o :..£89 

Up to rr* tv 



FflEEPMONE 


0121 285 5155 
07707 435964 


r queenblmdj.cou 


0800 907 8631 


BEXl IOME CARE 


TOO BUSY FOR HOUSEWORK? 

Can't keep up with the jobs that need doing? 
Or just want to spend more time with the family? 

WHY NOT LET US HELP OUT? 

No job is too big or too small for us to do. We offer weekly, 
monthly or even just one off cleans. 

We offer a full house cleaning service so with just one call 
all your household chores can be dealt with. 

We offer competitive rates, our staff are all fully experienced 
and we are fully insured. 

So why not give us a call and see how we can help? 

-CONTACT BECKY ON —-- 

0800 64401 18 Mobile: 07946 883108 



Isn’t it time for a 



NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT A FREE FITTING 



h ka IndudaK 


♦ Includes free internal manual override 



. ... 


• tovstoKi- ««• 


CALL 01245 396910 

•» wnwF 

tea—i—ejfcrpai M t i r a » >iA» il l 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 



Only £75.00 plus VATj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus V/ 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Gu ardian shigJTrusts 

Members of the Society of Will \ 

Goodwills 


WfWo® 


cL'VLCc^ 

illsmidlands.co.uk 
















































£ioom flats 
scheme for 
car park site 

PLANS have been unveiled for a £100 
million development of more than 300 
rented flats on the site of a car park in 
Birmingham city centre. 

Put together by developer Sterling 
Property Ventures and its funding 
partner, London-based Long Har¬ 
bour, the scheme for at Great Charles 
Place was revealed last week. 

The first phase of the project would 
include 320 studio, one, two and three 
bedroom apartments, 20,000 sq ft of 
ground floor shops and leisure space, 
and a mix of units, totalling 8,000 sq 
ft, to cater for small businesses. There 
will also be 100 car parking spaces for 
residents. 

The apartments will have a dedi¬ 
cated reception with 24-hour security 
and a porter service, while a com¬ 
munal garden will provide outdoor 
space for residents, with shared roof 
terraces offering views across the city. 

If it secures the backing of Bir¬ 
mingham council work will start in 
January, with the first apartments 
available to rent from early 2018. 

James Howarth, managing director 
of Sterling Property Ventures, said: 
“Plans for Great Charles Place have 
been on the drawing board for two 
years so we are extremely excited to 
finally be in a position to share our 
vision for the scheme with the public. 
Getting a funder on board was the last 
piece of the puzzle.” 

Overnight closure of 
M5 for resurfacing 

THE M5 near Halesowen will be 
closed overnight for eight hours un¬ 
til the end of this month, for work 
to take place on a stretch from the 
Grange Road roundabout. 

The motorway will be shut between 
10pm and 6am in both directions from 
junction 3 to junction 4a for resurfac¬ 
ing work to take place. 


100 recruits sought to care 
for the elderly in their homes 


A very hand-some work of art proposed 


A CARE firm based in Tipton is set to create at least 100 jobs 
in the Black Country over the next year as it meets increas¬ 
ing demand for looking after people in their own homes. 

Tipton Homecare already employs 129, including 121 community 
care workers, and is to begin recruiting to fill vacancies in its team. 



An artist’s impression of the proposed Halesowen Hand sculpture to be positioned on the Grange Road island in Halesowen 

A PUBLIC appeal has been launched improved image for motorists on their The statue is a steel frame anvil to 
to raise £35,000 towards creating a way into the town. allow visibility for drivers with a hand 

hammer sculpture on a traffic island Halesowen Chamber of Trader and hammer in sheet steel positioned 
into Halesowen. chairman Wayne Edwards said that on top. It will be made from steel and 

Metal artist Luke Perry is creating the sculpture would be an asset to part galvanised , taking around six 
the anvil and hammer sculpture after the community. It will cost around months to complete. Mr Perry will 
being commissioned by the town’s £28,000 and landscaping is estimated create the sculpture in his factory in 
chamber of trade. at a further £7,000. Cradley Heath. 

People have urged officials to Mr Edwards said: “When Luke came “The hammer and anvil represented 
brighten up Grange Road Island at back to us with his ideas I think he the metal working trades that domi- 
the junction with A456 Manor Way. It will create a really iconic structure for nated and still continue to be present 
is hoped the sculpture will create an Halesowen.” in Halesowen,” he said. 


Human resources manager Lisa Johnson said that the 19-year-old business 
was looking to take on 20 employees every six weeks. 

“We are looking for both men and 
women aged from 18 who meet our 
requirements,” she said. “Unqualified 
staff will undergo an induction train¬ 
ing programme and will shadow expe¬ 
rienced carers until they have passed 
the training programme when they 
will go into service users’ homes on 
their own.” 

Tipton Homecare, which is reg¬ 
istered with the Care Quality 
Commission, has an eight-strong 
headquarters team at Venture Busi¬ 
ness Park, Bloomfield Road. 

Dementia 

The business, owned by Catherine 
and Stuart Higgins, started in Tipton 
in 1996 and has grown to serve sur¬ 
rounding towns including Wednes- 
bury, Rowley Regis, West Bromwich, 

Walsall, Great Barr, Dudley, Bilston 
and Sedgley. 

“We provide care in people’s homes 
for older people, those with mental 
health issues, learning disabilities, 
dementia and Alzheimer’s. We also 
provide care for people just discharged 
from hospital and work with social ser¬ 
vices on providing care packages,” said 
Miss Johnson. 

She said that unqualified staff 
worked towards getting an NVQ in 
care. 

For details, visit www.tiptonhome- 
care.co.uk 


Drone rules 
re-examined 
after incidents 

REGULATIONS on the use of drones 
could be tightened following a num¬ 
ber of near-misses with aircraft close 
to major airports — including Bir¬ 
mingham airport. 

Ministers are considering introduc¬ 
ing a system to track the flight path 
of drones. 

The UK Airprox Board investigated 
seven near-misses in the 12 months 
to July. The regulator is also believed 
to be examining four others cases, in¬ 
cluding one near Birmingham. 

A spokesman for the Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority, the UK’s aviation 
regulator, said: “It is vital that peo¬ 
ple observe the rules when operating 
a drone. When putting a device into 
the air they are interacting with one 
of the busiest areas of airspace in the 
world - a complex system that brings 
together all manner of aircraft includ¬ 
ing passenger aeroplanes, military 
jets, helicopters, gliders, light aircraft 
and now drones.” 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Slogan was 
olumbing 
:he depths 
for rugby 


I KNOW nothing about rugby, and to be 
frank I find the oval-ball game about as 
interesting as a box set of Downton Ab¬ 
bey. 

But the England team went into this 
World Cup under the slogan “let’s get the 
job done.” 

That’s not a battle cry, it’s an advert for 
a plumbers’ merchant. No wonder they 
were ballcocks. 


MAYBE the story about the Govern¬ 
ment allowing police forces to use devi¬ 
ous, covert methods to snare speeding 
drivers, and then changing its mind fol¬ 
lowing tabloid intervention, should be 
treated with a degree of scepticism. 

But what says so much about Brit¬ 
ain today is the explanation given by 
the Government for dropping the code 
of practice which said cameras only be 
bright yellow and only located at accident 
blackspot. “A Department for Transport 
spokesman said the 2007 rules were out 
of date,” said the report. 

Oh yes, out of date. That time-hon¬ 
oured, catch-all phrase for everyone with 
no other justification for their actions. 
Aside from the fact that the guidelines 
were introduced only eight years ago, 
since when has transport legislation been 
about the whims of fashion? 

There are lots of things about our judi¬ 
cial systems that are out of date. Judges 
wearing wigs, Lords wearing ermine. Ti¬ 
tles like Lord Chancellor and Mr Justice 
Smith. By and large they are harmless, 
and if anything maybe give a bit of gravi- 
tas to the proceedings. 

But rules saying that speed cameras 
should be sensibly located and not hid¬ 
den from view? Surely that’s just fair play 
and common sense. 

If the guidelines do need updating, how 
about adding a requirement that every 
camera should be clearly marked with 
what the actual speed limit is? I know at 
this point the pedants will point out that 
in the absence of a sign to the contrary 
national speed limits apply, which means 
30 in a built-up-area, 60 on a single car¬ 
riageway, and 70 on a double. But why 
not make it easy? They do want people 
to stick to the limits, don’t they? 

Meanwhile, it was revealed at the 
weekend the closure of 28 police stations 
around West Midlands. We all know cash 
is short and cuts have to be made, but 
how can it be right leaving a town the size 
of Dudley without a police station, and 
then spending money on hidden speed 
traps? Maybe they think police stations 
are out of date as well. 


THEN again, there are some things 
about life today I find difficult to get my 
head around. 

Like how is it that the most popular 
programme on television today is about a 
bunch of people baking cakes? 



Sam strokes a cheetah while working at Dudley Zoo in 1962 



Thank you gifts - one of the paintings created for Dudley Zoo 



Sam’s father would tell him stories about leopards 


Artist’s inspiration 
fired by time at zoo 



Former zoo keeper Rama Samaraweera with his oil paintings of animals 


Zoo keeper sacked because of 
too much time spent drawing 
animals says thanks for career. 

HEATHER LARGE reports 

GROWING up listening to stories 
about leopards prowling the jungle 
inspired Rama Samaraweera to be¬ 
come a keeper at Dudley Zoo. 

But this love for big cats also got the 
self-taught artist the sack from the Cas¬ 
tle Hill attraction - because he spent 
more time sketching the animals than on 
his zoo duties. 

Now aged 89, he has created three original 
oil paintings for the zoo to say thank you for 
being his ‘art school’ and also to make amends 
for ‘not being the best ever zoo keeper’. 

Birmingham-born Mr Samaraweera, known 
as Sam, began working at the attraction in 
1962, and before getting the elbow became 
fond of many of the animal residents, who he 
loved to study and draw. 

Encouraged 

His love of animals came from his father, a 
doctor and surgeon from Ceylon, now known 
as Sri Lanka, who told him stories about the 
wild animals and encouraged his art. 

He said: “As a four-year-old I drew tigers 
and other animals and was always encouraged 
by my father. 

“Dad trained in the UK and worked as a GP 
in Birmingham, where I was born. He told me 
stories of leopards and elephants in the jungle 
and told me I was an artist and not a doctor. 

“Forty years later I became a self-employed 
artist, having learned to understand the big 
cats and other animals whilst working as a zoo 
keeper at Dudley Zoo. 

“I was soon sacked for spending too much 
time drawing and studying the animals. This 
was my only art school.” 

Mr Samaraweera said he grew a particular 
soft spot for some of the animals during his 


time at the attraction. He added: “I fell in love 
with Grace the giraffe, who took a banana 
from my coat pocket each day with her long 
tongue. 

“I used to walk the cheetahs round the zoo, 
which always caused excitement, and much 


amusement when one lay down and would not 
be budged. It often took two keepers just to 
move it!” 

After leaving the zoo his art career took off, 
leading him to exhibit at the Royal Academy, 
The Society of Wood Engravers, The Graphic 


Society, The Society of Wildlife Artists and 
The Pastel Society. In the 1970s his ‘Clouded 
Leopard’ picture was the biggest-selling print 
in America. 

He said: “After training as a teacher, my 
wife Sue and I went to teach in Jamaica and I 
lectured in art and English literature. 

“Later my publisher and great friend, the 
late John Solomon, gave me my first 

London exhibition, which sold out. John 
then published several prints during the 1970s 
and my painting of a clouded leopard became 
the best-selling print in America. 

“The house we now live in is called Solomon 
House, after John Solomon, and the royalties 
from the leopard print and many others paid 
for our home. 

“John told me I must paint for love and 
never money - and I never forgot this sound 
advice. Like most artists, I am very driven and 
have to go to my studio every day.” 

Mr Samaraweera, who now lives in South 
Wales, wanted to thank the zoo for inspiring 
his career as an artist, which has spanned five 
decades. 

His nephew Phil Brooks, who is head of pho¬ 
tography at Dudley College, delivered the art¬ 
works to the zoo. 

Professional 

“The three pictures are to say thank you to 
Dudley Zoo for inspiring uncle Sam and also 
to try and make amends for him not being the 
best ever zoo keeper. 

“He’s been a professional wildlife painter for 
the last 50 years and to this day credits Dudley 
Zoo as the catalyst for his career. Uncle Sam 
was only at the zoo for a year but he did love 
the animals, especially the big cats. 

“His doctor says it’s the painting which 
keeps uncle Sam young because he gets so 
deeply lost in his work that it puts him into a 
meditative state.” 

Zoo director Derek Grove said: “We are so 
grateful to Sam for giving us these incredible 
pieces of art. “I’m glad he’s enjoyed such a re¬ 
warding career in art after leaving zoo keep¬ 
ing behind and we’ll definitely make sure the 
paintings take pride of place at Dudley Zoo.” 
























































Drones — execution without trial 


APPARENTLY launching killer drone 
planes flown by remote control by the RAF 
in Great Britain to kill people in foreign 
lands is considered legal by our Govern¬ 
ment, even though we are not actually at 
war with the country being attacked by our 
remote-controlled terminators. 

Predator drones, like all machines, lack 
the human qualities of judgment, mercy, 
and compassion and their operators are 
in no danger, hidden away in a warm and 
comfy RAF bunker. 

What has happened to the Geneva Con¬ 


vention? Britain once led the world in de¬ 
mocracy, Magna Carta, joining NATO, the 
UN, and European Human Rights Conven¬ 
tion. Now we see a British Prime Minister 
ordering the death of people with no trial. 

Anonymous killer drone operators never 
answer the consequences for their actions. 
Mr Cameron ordered the execution, but his 
henchmen or women are never named and 
shamed. Will we ever have drone executions 
on British soil? 

G E FANTHOM 
Swindon Village 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Private care sector 
a crisis 


Cameron 
is right on 
migrants 

TIM Farron has condemned 
the Government for their 
stance on the Syrian refu¬ 
gee crisis, but the Liberal 
Democrat leader and La¬ 
bour party supporters must 
realise we just cannot take 
in endless amounts of mi¬ 
grants that we are unable to 
cope with. 

Estimates suggest that 
with current birth rates, the 
UK’s population will rise by 
a projected 20 million in the 
next 30 years. 

This rise in our popula¬ 
tion is already putting im¬ 
mense strain on our public 
services, school places, hos¬ 
pitals, now the Government 
want a million houses built 
over the next few years, if 
they can find the space. 

So I think David Cameron 
is right to restrict the num¬ 
ber of Syrian refugees com¬ 
ing to Britain to 20,000 over 
a five-year period, while at 
the same time giving gen¬ 
erous financial support to 
refugee camps in the Middle 
East, which in turn could 
deter people from making 
life threatening efforts to 
gain entry into Europe. 

A P CUFF 
Stourbridge 


is facing 

CURRENTLY across the 
West Midlands some 26,300 
people are looked after in 
residential care and a sim¬ 
ilar number receive care 
packages in their homes. 

The majority of that care 
is from private providers, 
who, according to regional 
figures released by Skills 
for Care - the development 
body for adult social care in 
England - employ a stagger¬ 
ing 125,000 carers. 

It’s an immense work¬ 
force and sadly, like no time 
ever before, is under threat. 

Care businesses in this 
part of the country rely 
heavily on local authorities 
purchasing beds as a pri¬ 
mary income generator. 

Revised regulatory gov¬ 
ernance, government 
austerity measures, the 


Chancellor’s living wage leg¬ 
islation and councils paying 
fees for the last nine years 
that have not tracked the 
real cost of care, now result 
in homes on the verge of 
closure. 

Occupancy across the re¬ 
gion is running at 97 per 
cent. When our homes fail, 
where will we put those who 
are displaced? We have been 
creative and made savings 
to the point where there are 
none left to make without 
compromising Commission 
regulation. 

We are appealing for MPs, 
councillors, local authority 
officers and Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Groups to join 
with us to find a way ahead. 

DEBBIE LE QUESNE 

West Midland 

Care Association 


Rules will go 
up in smoke 

HOW can the new law on 
smoking be policed? The 
law now says that, it is il¬ 
legal to smoke in a car with 
a person under the age of 
18 in the vehicle. Not only 
has the perpetrator got to 
be seen by a police officer, 
apart from being in a child’s 
seat, how will a PC know if 
the passenger is under the 
age? 

What if the driver is 
under 18 and smoking? 

Every day drivers can be 
seen using mobile phones, 
speeding, driving through 
traffic lights on red, parking 
on zigzag lines at pedestrian 
crossings. How many are 
caught by the law? 

The chances of them 
being caught in the future 
are probably even less than 
you thought. 

There are not enough 
police to turn out for break- 
ins, and it will get worse, 
just ask any police officer. 

N D CADDICK 

Coseley 

Appointment 
admin snag 

YOUR article regarding 
missed NHS appointments 
made no reference to the 
amount of appointments 
missed through lack of ap¬ 
propriate administration. 

I was referred by my GP 
and the letter notifying me 
of the appointment was 
dated and actually post 
marked a further seven 
days after that! I was lucky 
that the actual appointment 
was a further month down 
the line. The often forgot¬ 
ten administrators are an 
important link and should 
not be the first to go in any 
cost-cutting exercises. 

MICHAEL TROON 
Wollescote 



UPVC CLEANING JET WASHING SERVICES 


•CONSERVATORY AND 
ORANGERIES PROFESSIONALLY 
CLEANED 

• GUTTER, FASCIAS, SOFFITS 
CLEANED AND FLUSHED CLEAR 
•WINDOW FRAMES AND 
PORCHES DEEP CLEANED 


• GET YOUR DRIVE PROFESSIONALLY 
JET WASHED FROM ONLY £100 

• AREA SANDED & WEEDS KILLED 
•WE ALSO SEAL, REPAIR, 

RELAY BLOCK PAVING 
AND PATIO AREAS 




www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 
Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 21130% 




0^ Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
| recommend QKM to anyone.” 
“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 

From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 

The Largest Working luce 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


S 


jmQKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

£ > THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01384 232413 01299 877718 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 

Thursdays 9am - 7pm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


stec 


www.qkm.org.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Hawthorn 

XX/i r~i d o\y\xs 


ti El IS B 

mall 


Specialists in Door, Window, Porch 
Conservatory Installations 


and 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 


Festive Gift Fair just 
the Christmas ticket 


COMPETITION 


COMBINE your Christmas shopping 
with a fun day out as the Festive Gift 
Fair is back, this year celebrating its 
20th birthday. 

Chronicle readers can be there to 
enjoy all the fun of the fair. 

With more than 325 stalls from all 
over the country, overflowing with 
cracking gift ideas, visitors are guaran¬ 
teed to be inspired. 

One of the most popular Christmas 
shopping events in the UK. takes 
place at the National Exhibition Centre 
in Birmingham from November 12-15 
with more to see, try, touch, taste, buy 
and enjoy than ever before. 

The variety is huge, with something 
for all the family - from babies to teen¬ 
agers, from parents to grandparents! 

Youngsters 

There will be entertainment while 
you shop, courtesy of live bands, while 
the fair wouldn’t be the same without 
the most outrageous Dame accompa¬ 
nied by Father Christmas himself. 

For the youngsters there are lots of 
fun and games for tiny tots to school 
children to enjoy. 

Presents to keep forever include 
thoughtful personalised gifts, tree 
decorations and stockings, together 
with and family heirlooms. 

Christmas is the one time of the 
year when everyone can over indulge 
a little. 

At the fair you can sample a host 
of festive favourites before you buy - 
from delicious cheeses to Christmas 
puddings and much more in between, 
with a host of beers and spirits also 
on offer. 

Fragrances, candles, pampering 
products and cookery gifts can also 
be found under the one roof. For more 
information on exhibitors and visiting 
the fair, visit www.festivegiftfair.co.uk 



It wouldn’t be the Festive Gift Fair without Father Christmas 


HOW TO ENTER 

THE Chronicle has teamed up with 
the organisers to offer 10 pairs of 
tickets for the show. To stand a chance 
of winning just answer this simple 
questions. 

The Festive Gift Fair is celebrating 
which anniversary this year? 

Send your answer with your name, 
address and daytime contact details 
to: Festive Gift Fair Competition, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 
1ES. Closing date is October 18. 

Usual Chronicle rules apply. Editor’s 
decision is final. 




Est.1973 

Wollaston 

Bathrooms Ltd 

Sr 


Fully Fitted Bathrooms 
From £3000 inc VAT 

900mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower 
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap, 

18 Sqm Wall Tiles + 3 Sqm Floor Tiles! 


DISABILITY ADAPTIONS 

‘‘Adapting your bathroom for you.” 

A wide range of bath and showering options are available, all 
designed to make bathing and showering easier and safer for you. 

‘Save" you may be entitled to zero rated VAT 


Visit our showroom 


FREE No Obligation Supply Only 

Survey and Quotation Service Available 

Trade enquiries welcome 

9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH ?P e " : n 

Tel: 01384 374237 or 08001582456 

email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk Saturday 9.ooam-4.oopm 


z? 



www.designa-blinds.com 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics FdbriCS 

only 

Fast Reliable Service Sufy/Qg 
Competitive Pricing dVdlldble 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


r W 

i On 


5 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



i^i 

si 




3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


QLin.d.0 

Vertical Blind Specialist 


Conservatories from £275 
Average Semi £300 




Showroom at: 

BO Wassel Rd f Hasbury, 
Halesowen B63 4LF 

Factory Showroom: 

|Wolverhampton Road Sou^Bj^S^ 



We are currently recruiting people in 
your area to deliver your free newspaper, 
maaazines and Advertisina Leaflets 



Express 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 


Your Name , Address 
& Telephone Number 


Simply ring 


or email 
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The 350 hp Sunbeam on Pendine Sands, first car over 150 mph 


The JCB DieselMax on Bonneville Salt Flats 


Boulton & Paul wind tunnel model of the 350hp Sunbeam 



George Eyston’s Thunderbolt under construction 



The lOOOhp Sunbeam, first car over 200 mph 


Producing records 
at a rate of knots 


STAFFORDSHIRE may 
well be the greatest coun¬ 
ty in the world for produc¬ 
ing Land Speed Record 
breaking cars. 

The chief engineer at the 
Sunbeam Motor Car Co in Wol¬ 
verhampton, Louis Coatalen, 
was a great advocate of racing, 
and it was his post-First World 
War racing car usually called 
the Sunbeam 350 hp which 
first broke the World Land 
Speed Record (LSR). 

It was powered by a version of 
a V12 Sunbeam Manitou aero en¬ 
gine, and after the famous pilot 
Harry Hawker had crashed it at 
Brooklands, Malcolm Campbell 
took it to the Saltburn Speed Tri¬ 
als and set a world record time of 
138.08 mph, which was not ratified 
because only stop watches were 
used for timing. 

Boulton & Paul of Norwich then 
tested it in their wind tunnel and 
improved its aerodynamics with 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


a new cowl and streamlined tail. 
Campbell took it to Pendine Sands 
in September 1924, and set an 
official LSR of 146.16 mph. The 
following year he went back, and 
increased his record to 150.87 mph, 
the first car in the world to exceed 
150mph. 

Recently Campbell’s grandson 
drove the newly restored 350 hp 
Sunbeam on Pendine, though at a 
more sedate pace. 

In March 1926 Henry Seagrave, 
one of the other great names in 
speed record attempts, took the 
brand new Sunbeam Tiger racing 
car to Southport sands and raised 
the record to 152.33 mph. 

This car, which had the smallest 
engine ever to hold the LSR, still 
exists in Utah, where it was driven 
at 159 mph in 1990. 

Next, Coatalen produced a pur¬ 
pose-built LSR car for Henry Sea- 
grave to attempt to break the 200 


mph barrier for the first time. Fit¬ 
ted with two 450 hp Sunbeam Mat- 
ablele aero-engines, the lOOOhp 
Sunbeam, aka Slug, achieved 
203.79 mph on Daytona Beach in 
March 1927. 

The baton was now passed to 
Coseley, where Bean Cars built the 
Thunderbolt for George Eyston, 
powered by two 36.7 litre Rolls- 
Royce V12 engines. 

With this car Eyston took the 
record at Bonneville Salt Flats, 
in November 1937 with a speed 
of 311.49 mph. The LSR changed 
hands several times over the next 
few months, with John Cobb in 
competition with Eyston, who 
raised it to 345.49 mph in August 
1938, and finally 357.50 mph in 
September. 

Staffordshire returned to the 
world of speed records in 2006, 
when Uttoxeter’s JCB sent their 
specially commissioned JCB 
DieselMax, powered by two tur¬ 
bo-charged JCB diesel engines to 
Bonneville, and broke the LSR for 
diesel powered-cars at 328.77 mph. 



The 350hp Sunbeam at Brooklands before streamlining 


“I switched and 
saved over £300 


Sign up to Dudley’s Big Switch and we will 
get energy companies to compete to win 
you as a customer 


It’s free to registei 

r 

and we will aim to 


get you the very 


best energy deal 

Y 



Register by 12 Oct 2015 


— 


Simply call Dudley Council Plus on 

| 0300 555 2345 

Or you can also register online and find out more F\ Mfjjpy 

information at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch Metropolitan Borough Council 3j^ 




We can help if you We can also help 


• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, elbow, 
lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, trapped 
nervous, soft tissue injury & sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen joints after 
operations such as hip replacement and 
knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


• Infertile couples to get pregnant with a 
high success rate through acupuncture 
and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg quality 
and sperm count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, visit us 
fora confidential consultation or telephone 
for an appointment 



UK Registered 

20 Years ,v " 

Experience 

10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 


Open 10.30-5.30 
Monday - Saturday 
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Children's services facing 
further Government scrutiny 


GOVERNMENT officials will scrutinise Sandwell Council chil¬ 
dren’s services department to check it is up to scratch - and 
could step in if its performance is considered under par. 

A team from the Department for Education (DfE) will probe wheth¬ 
er the authority is looking after the service, which was ranked inade¬ 
quate by Ofsted in June. 

If the council is deemed incapable of improving the services, an independ¬ 
ent commissioner could be parachuted 
in to take charge or a team of experts 
from another council appointed. 

The Ofsted inspection in June was 
the second time in succession the chil¬ 
dren’s services at the council had been 
labelled inadequate. 

But Kingston University Professor 
Ray Jones - who was appointed by the 
Government to oversee improvements 
- disagreed with the judgement. 


House will be 
going back 
to the 1940s 


STAFF at a historic house in Sandwell 
are turning the clock back to the 
1940s with a weekend of food, music 
and costumes from the war years. 

The free family days out are Haden 
Hill House Museum in Halesowen 
Road, Cradley Heath, on Saturday 
and Sunday from 11am to 3pm. 

Visitors can find out what life was 
like when items from the Haden Hill 
House collection go on display. There 
will also wartime music, a food tasting 
event, a chance to learn about ration¬ 
ing and children’s craft activities. 

On Saturday, wartime re-enactors 
in period dress will help to enhance 
the 40s atmosphere. 

“We are inviting young and old to 
travel back 70 years and join us for 
a weekend of World War Two nostal¬ 
gia and learn about what life was like 
during the 1940s,” said Alison Hyatt, 
visitor services officer. 

Admission is free but there may be 
a small charge for some activities. Call 
(01384) 569 444. 


Capacity 

Council leader Councillor Darren 
Cooper said he welcomed the visit 
from independent officials from the 
DfE and was confident the council was 
improving. 

A DfE spokesman said: “We have 
commissioned an assessment of the 
council’s capacity to improve. This will 
also provide recommendations on how 
to secure and sustain the necessary 
improvements in children’s services.” 

Since June, the council brought in a 
two-year improvement plan to address 
some of the issues highlighted by the 
watchdog. 

Councillor Cooper said: “We had a 
difference of opinion with Ofsted and 
so someone independent is coming to 
have a look at what we’re doing. I ex¬ 
pect us to show we’re doing well. 

“We’re not looking for any vindi¬ 
cation about the Ofsted report, as we 
know there are still issues we need to 
address but we are on course to deal 
with them.” 



Aladdin stars Julian Clary and Matt Slack pose with a dragon at Birmingham Hippodrome as tickets go on sale 


FESTIVE cheer arrived early in the 
West Midlands as the stars of this 
year’s Birmingham Hippodrome 
pantomime took centre stage for the 
launch of the annual extravaganza. 

Popular panto stars Julian Clary 
and Matt Slack are returning to star in 
Aladdin with Wet Wet Wet frontman 
Marti Pellow as the villain. 

Comedian and former Celebrity Big 
Brother winner Julian Clary teamed 
up with Slack, who will be performing 
in his third consecutive panto at the 
Hippodrome, to launch the show. 


The pair got into their costumes to 
pose for photographs before discussing 
their hopes for this year’s production, 
with Clary declaring he ‘can’t wait’ to 
get going. 

Clary, who will be playing the Spirit 
of the Ring, said: “I am very excited, I 
can’t wait to get back into the swing of 
things. I have done a lot of pantomime 
over the years but never Aladdin, so it 
is a whole new character, a whole new 
costume, new set and new lines for me 
to learn. 

“We will be using 3D effects to en¬ 


hance the show, which can be quite 
full-on for the audience and strange 
for performers, but a lot of fun. We are 
moving pantomime forward.” 

Matt Slack, who will be playing 
the role of Wishee Washee, said he 
plays a hands-on part in making sure 
everything is just right for his charac¬ 
ter to get big laughs. 

He said: “11 tweak the scripts here 
and there, it is a team thing of course 
but I really enjoy doing that. I think 
as a team we will come up with some¬ 
thing really special.” 


Jailed thief is 
banned from 
entering shops 

A SERIAL thief has been banned 
from entering shops across Dudley 
borough for two years following thefts 
from stores in Halesowen and Stour¬ 
bridge. 

Tracey Rowley, of Church Road, 
Lye, was jailed for 23 weeks for steal¬ 
ing perfume, meat and razors. 

On release she will be barred from 
entering any Wilkinsons, Boots or 
Asda shop anywhere in the borough 
for two years and has been issued 
with a Criminal Behaviour Order. 

The 35-year-old admitted three 
thefts when she appeared before Dud¬ 
ley magistrates on September 15, and 
was given a seven-week jail term for 
each. 


Fragrance 

On July 25 she stole two bottles of 
fragrance from Boots in the Ryemar- 
ket Shopping Centre, Stourbridge, 
worth a total of £130. 

Then, on September 7, she took 
washing liquid and razors worth £72 
from a Wilkinsons store in Halesowen. 

Five days later Rowley stole meat 
worth £60 from the Asda supermar¬ 
ket, also in Halesowen 

She was given a further two weeks 
behind bars for failing to attend su¬ 
pervision appointments that had been 
arranged for her in August, following 
her release from prison. 

Get podging at rug 
workshops in libraries 

CRAFTY people are invited to try a 
traditional Black Country craft at 
Halesowen Library. 

A free one hour workshop in rag rug 
podging will be held at the library in 
the Cornbow Shopping Centre. 

The event takes place on Thursday, 
October 15, from 11am to noon. See a 
member of staff or call (01384) 812983 
for more information. 

A similar workshop is at Long Lane 
Library on October 21 at 3pm. 



Midlands Manufacture 


Over^O,000 sq ft factory 


VISITS 

ARRANGED 


u^«nda/ Al Fresco Dining/ Carport 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 


Is Your Old Me::" 

Looking a little tired and worn??? 


35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
iooo’s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAP’s 


Conservatories 


HIGHSPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 


Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beaten!! 

01384 834197 
07927 014217 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury B68 8SF 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales§outlook.com sat & sun 

‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 10am - 4pitl 


We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 


GasOn 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 


FI Jl.l. RF-I JPHOI.STFRY SERVICE 

Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, 

Hayes Lane, Lye, 

Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

01384 892018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 
y/c/i Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 


FREE 

STIMATES 













































































Everyone gets what 
no one voted for 


DANIEL 
WAINWRIGt 



THE kingdom of Mercia ris¬ 
ing up to challenge the ex¬ 
pansionist West Midlands 
Combined Authority has a 
certain romance to it. 

Of course it’s really rather more 
bureaucratic than that. 

The counties of Staffordshire and 
Shropshire don’t see themselves as 
part of what is commonly known as 
the West Midlands, or do they want to 
be left behind to become a leafy meat 
in the sandwich of a Northern Power¬ 
house and a Midlands Engine. 

The rural counties are facing the 
same dilemma that the Black Country 
and Birmingham had a year ago. 

If they do not throw their lot in 
with someone, they risk losing out on 
investment and powers to the likes of 
Greater Manchester. 

Pride 

But they also have their own pride 
and their own identities. Similarly, 
they have their own separate issues. 

Staffordshire is not Birmingham, 
even if many people in some parts of 
it happen to work in the second city. 

So the suggestion by MPs Gavin 
Williamson, Jeremy Lefroy and 
Karen Bradley is for Staffordshire, 
Shropshire, Derbyshire and Notting¬ 
hamshire to join forces in a ‘Mercian 
economic partnership’. 

Mercia is a much nicer name than 
West Midlands Combined Authority, 
or WMCA, which seems to be racing 
ahead, if the leaked document about 
its bid for devolved powers is anything 
to go by. No-one connected with the 



Would George Osborne go for the nationalisation of the M6 Toll? 


WMCA is allowed to talk about what 
is meant to be a work in progress. 

For a start, until this document 
came to light there was no firm plan 
to accept an elected mayor. 

Now we find the first citizen of the 
West Midlands is not only very much 
on the cards but also set to have the 
power to levy council tax. And there’s 
an ambitious bid for millions of 
pounds of taxpayers’ money to make 
the M6 Toll free to use. 

It might well put paid to any sug¬ 
gestions of reviving the Western Or¬ 
bital Route. But would the Chancellor 
go for it? Nationalising a private com¬ 
pany doesn’t sound particularly Tory. 
Yet if it’s in the powers of a democrat¬ 
ically elected regional mayor, George 
Osborne can wash his hands of the 
whole thing. Another thing we have 


learned is that Telford and Wrekin 
wants in to the WMCA, following Can¬ 
nock Chase and Tamworth. 

The three won’t be full members, 
but rather ‘non-constituent’ ones. 
What that means is a seat at the table 
and voting rights, but no involvement 
in the devolution deal. That leaves 
them free to sign up to the Stafford¬ 
shire MPs’ grand Mercia plan as well. 

It’s all starting to get a little messy. 

There’s also still the issue of a small 
but vocal group of people who feel 
rather cheated that they will not get 
a referendum on the matter. 

And there’s the rub on devolution. 
It’s all meant to be about democracy 
and putting power in the hands of the 
people. But as things stand, every¬ 
one’s going to get what no-one voted 
for. 



ALL LESS 50% 


fitters 


ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS 
OF CARPET IN THE COUNTRY 
SALE NOW ON 

Over 200 Part Rolls Normal sale 

Price sq yd Price sq yd 

Contract Quality 

R Axminster 80/20 £79.95 £29.95 

Brintons Axminster 80/20 £59.95 £17.95 
100% Wool Naturals £19.95 £7.95 

Tomkinsons 

80/20 Wool Twist £35.00 £9.95 

Brintons Bell Twist 80/20 £35.00 £12.95 
j Heavy Duty Saxonys £19.95 £9.95 

Stainfree Heavy Twist £18.95 £6.95 

Gel Back Kitchen Carpet £12.95 £3.95 



CUB 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 



J{&Gp Jhai Ssnllc.. 

r Looking for a reliable, 
friendly dentist? 

^ PLUS 

Advice on facial aesthetics ? 
^ei the Smile 'Ijjou ve (UwmjA (jJardt&dat.. 


CHURCH SQUARE dental practice 


RESTORE YOUR SMILE & CONFIDENCE 

10 Church Square, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DX 

Email: ohc.dental@talktalk.net Phone: 0121 552 1892/ 0121 544 6789 


CES 





Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in 
summer? 

Too SOLD in 
winter? 


lace your existing roof with a 
ilite Roof System lightweight 
acement for your . .^ 


_r your 

servatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 


SupaLJIe 

■ MIDLANDS LTD 


25 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution .... 



_Afo Ph/in/iissiou. ne.e.de.cU 


0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 


www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 
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Airport profits 
above £30m mark 

THE busiest ever year at Birmingham Airport helped 
profits rocket to more than £30 million as 9.9 million 
passengers passed through the terminals. 

The site’s profits rose to £30.6m in the 12 months to 
the end of March, from £27.9m the year before - a 9.7 
per cent increase. The biggest boost came from travellers 
using its growing number of shops, restaurants and its 
car parks as turnover at the airport went up by £7m to 
£121.2m. 

The airport made £69.9m from commercial income, up 
8.2 per cent. That was twice the growth of its income 
from charges to airlines,, which was up 4.1 per cent to 
£51.2m. 

Airport chief executive Paul Kehoe said: “Looking for¬ 
ward to 2015/16 we have continued to grow passenger 
numbers and broke the 10 million passenger mark in 
August 2015 for the first time. This year alone we have 
welcomed eight new airlines to Birmingham, as more 
and more carriers realise the strong business and lei¬ 
sure market in the Midlands region, and the airport’s 
investment to offer a world-class facility. 





Four boys flying high after 
landing roles in Peter Pan 


FOUR West Midland boys have land¬ 
ed parts in Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre’s pantomime Peter Pan. 

The roles of Wendy’s brothers, Mi¬ 
chael and John, will be played by the 
local lads who join a full professional 
cast for the festive season. 

Archie Turner, aged eight, from 
Rowley Regis will play Michael 
alongside James Shaw, 11, from 
Bishopswood as John. On alternate 
dates, eight-year-old George Passa- 
lacqua from Bromsgrove will play 
Michael while Liam Hewitt, 10 from 
Kingswinford will play John. 

The four boys were chosen from 
open auditions held on stage at the 
Grand Theatre in August by the 
pantomime’s director David Bur¬ 
rows and choreographer Steven 
Harris. 

The pantomime opens on Decem- 

Pan-tastic result for Liam, George, James and Archie getting ready for the Grand panto in Wolverhampton b er \ 2 . 


The selection process included 
having to perform a rehearsed poem 
or monologue, and reading excerpts 
from the Peter Pan script. 

Managing Director of Qdos En¬ 
tertainment’s pantomimes division 
Michael Harrison said “We’re abso¬ 
lutely delighted to welcome Archie, 
James, George and Liam to our 
company of performers, and know 
that they will have a truly memora¬ 
ble Christmas alongside our profes¬ 
sional cast”. 

They will perform 37 shows each 
during the six-week run of the pan¬ 
tomime which stars The Chuckle 
Brothers as Paul and Barry Smee 
and EastEnders’ ‘Nasty Nick’ John 
Altman as Captain Hook. 

The show will be produced by 
Qdos Entertainment, the world’s 
biggest pantomime producer. 



Why replace your doors when we can 
respray your old doors 

Also plinths, kickboards, cooker 
hoods etc. can all be painted 

If you can remove it; we can respray it 


.admirecoatings.co.uk 


Admire Coatings Ltd 


Any colour, in matt, satin or gloss Tel: 01384 639793 

finish to choose from! Mob: 07824 997887 



*T & C apply 



Magic spell 
attempt led 
to blaze at 
man's flat 


A LONELY man trying out a ‘magic spell’ in a 
bid to make new friends accidently set fire to 
his flat in Dudley instead. 

Duane Thurstance says he was given instructions 
at a magic shop to set fire to a life-size cardboard 
cut-out of a television character. 

This he later did at his flat in Broad Street on July 25 
last year. The 26-year-old who has mental health issues 


and cerebral palsy walked 
out of the building and 
failed to tell anyone what he 
had done, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told on 
Friday. 

When the room erupted 
into flames, other residents 
in the block of flats were 
forced to flee to safety out¬ 
side. 

The property suffered 
£3,000 damage as a result. 

Thurstance, who admit¬ 
ted an offence of arson reck¬ 
less as to whether life was 
endangered at an earlier 
hearing, was found by police 
a short distance away from 
the scene after people in the 
area provided a description 
of him. 

Candles 

Mr Howard Searle, pros¬ 
ecuting, said: “He admitted 
that he had started the fire 
and told the officers he was 
practising witchcraft to ob¬ 
tain a friend. 

“He started a fire so that 
an appropriate image would 
appear to him. That didn’t 
happen so he left it. 

“It was a life-size card¬ 
board cut-out of a character 
from a TV series.” 

He told Wolverhampton 
Crown Court that at the 
time the defendant was 


by Deborah Hardiman 


in breach of a community 
order for a robbery in 2013. 

Mr Stephen Cadwaladr, 
defending, said: “This of¬ 
fence arose after he was told 
by people who should have 
known better at a magic 
shop, that the spell would 
help him to meet people he 
could call friends. 

“It consisted of setting 
down candles in circles and 
burning a small photo of 
somebody in a pot placed in 
the middle. Needless to say 
it was not successful. 

“He says he only intended 
to singe the cardboard cut¬ 
out. 

“In this particular case I 
submit that his culpability is 
not very high. He is receiv¬ 
ing effective treatment from 
two NHS nurses. 

“He needs structure in 
his life and is getting that at 
the moment. His problem is 
that he is vulnerable.” 

Judge John Walsh said it 
was a ‘troubling’ case and 
sentenced Thurstance, now 
of Wilbraham Court, Moat 
Road, Walsall, to a three- 
year community order. 


Aston la vista, baby, 
with Arnie in Brum 


MOVIE star and former governor of California Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is coming to Brum. 

And for the price of £1,500, fans can meet the movie star 
and have a professional photograph taken with him. 

The Terminator star will be the guest of honour at a 
black tie event at the International Conference Centre on 
January 21, where he will take part in an on-stage inter¬ 
view. 

Ticket prices for the evening begin at £95 for entrance 
to the event and continue up to £1,500 for a three-course 
meal, drinks, the ability to meet other as-yet unconfirmed 
celebrities, as well as a professional photograph with the 
star and entrance to a 20-person only meet-and-greet ses¬ 
sion with the star. 

A photograph alone with the star will set you back £545. 

Arnie will be interviewed by a celebrity and will discuss 
his life and career as one of Hollywood’s biggest stars. 


















'I blubbed like a baby 
but I'm still standing' 


A PROUD son has created a touch¬ 
ing video revealing how his father 
defied medics who told him he had 
just one year to live. 

Adrian Webb was diagnosed with 
skin cancer in September 2012 after 
his wife Michelle noticed a mole on 
his back had changed colour. 

In the video Adrian’s son Josh,a 
22-year-old deputy manager at Aldi, 
holds up cards explaining that the 
cancer spread to his father’s lungs, 
spleen, liver, bowel and spine. 

Doctors gave him a year to live, 
but he has beat the odds and has 
now pledged to raise £25,000 for 
Cancer Research UK to help others. 

It initially gives the impression 
Adrian didn’t make his 50th birth¬ 
day this year, but the final clips show 
Adrian walking into shot with a card 
reading ‘Thanks to research - I’m 
still standing’ and he hugs his wife 


and 19-year-old daughter Amelia. 

The music distribution manager 
from Netherton credits trial drugs 
for keeping him alive so far. 

He said: “The consultant said I 
might have as little as 12 months 
left. I blubbed like a two-year-old 
because I thought it was all over. 

“Once I’d stopped blubbing I said 
OK what can you do for me? That’s 
when they said that there might be 
a trial drug option.” 

So far Adrian has been given three 
drugs and been told his cancer has 
shrunk to a trace. He added: “I’m a 
very positive person. I have to see 
my daughter get a degree, I have to 
see both my children get married.” 

The Stand Up To Cancer fundrais¬ 
ing initiative were so impressed with 
the film they have showcased it on 
their Facebook page, where it has 
been viewed more than 5,000 views. 



Still standing — Adrian Webb with son Josh, 22, whose video celebrated his determination to survive 


Volunteers needed 
for diabetes support 

DIABETES UK is looking for people in Dudley with 
Type 2 diabetes who are interested in helping to support 
others who also have the condition. 

The charity is pioneering a new service called Type 2 
Together, which will connect people who have Type 2 
diabetes in local surroundings. Diabetes UK is seeking 
to recruit and train volunteers with Type 2 diabetes in 
Dudley to lead these relaxed, informal group sessions. 

Peter Shorrick, Midlands Regional Manager for Dia¬ 
betes UK, said: “We know that people with Type 2 di¬ 
abetes can often feel worried or unsure about how best 
to manage their condition. The new service is all about 
helping people meet others who also have the condition, 
and supporting them to learn more about how to manage 
their diabetes better.” 

Would-be volunteers will need to be able to commit to 
a day of training and a few hours of volunteering each 
month. Diabetes UK will provide practical tools and a 
specialist educator to help support them. 

To find out about volunteering, or to register, call 0345 
123 2399 or email Type2Together@diabetes.org.uk 


Motorway 
upgrade 
plans are 
‘re-heated’ 

A £1.8 billion package of motorway improve¬ 
ments has been branded as ‘re-heating’ old 
plans announced multiple times over the 
past five years. 

Highways England unveiled 10 projects to cut 
congestion and improve journeys in the West Mid¬ 
lands at an even in Birmingham. 

The schemes include: 

Building the M54/M6/M6 
Toll link road —first an¬ 
nounced in 2003, revived in 
2010 and funding commit¬ 
ted in 2013. 

Constructing two new 
bridges at junction 10 of 
the M6 at Walsall to widen 
the roundabout and create 
four lanes — announced in 
July last year by Chancellor 
George Osborne. 

Upgrading the M6 junc¬ 
tions 13-15 from Stafford 
to Stoke to four lane ‘smart 
motorways’ with variable 
speed limits — first revealed 
in summer 2013. 

M5 improvements be¬ 
tween junctions 5 and 7 — 
announced in December. 

Highways England re¬ 
gional director, Tim Harbot 
said: “These new schemes 
will bring huge improve¬ 
ments to journeys around 
the Midlands. 

Record 

“The Government has 
committed record funding 
to specific transport projects 
here so the Midlands can act 
as a transport hub for the 
entire country. 

“As Highways England, 
we’re delivering that in¬ 
vestment to help to unlock 
billions for the economy by 
increasing road capacity, 
improving the flow of traf¬ 
fic and improving safety 
and accessibility for all road 
users ?? 

But Warley MP John 
Spellar was critical, saying 
many of the schemes had 
been announced at least 
three times in the past year. 

He said: “I am absolutely 
astonished that the trans¬ 
port department and their 



John Spellar MP - astonished 


companies are continuing 
to re-heat existing proposals 
and give the impression that 
they are new. 

“Good hardy folk in the 
Black Country and West 
Midlands will not be fooled 
by this. We want less talk 
and more action. When will 
they learn?” 

A Highways England 
spokesman said it was the 
first time the company, 
which has replaced the 
Highways Agency in April, 
had discussed details of the 
plans. 

Officials met with suppli¬ 
ers to set out how the money 
will be spent to improve the 
roads. 

In total, £600 million will 
be spent on maintenance, 
including £160m to resur¬ 
face more than 900 miles 
of carriageway, £225m for 
repairing and renewing 
structures like bridges and 
viaducts, and £60m to im¬ 
prove vehicle barriers by 
2020. 

Bosses said they are yet to 
choose what route the M54/ 
M6/M6 Toll link road will 
take. 


For first-time buyers 

THE Tipton and Coseley Building Society has launched a 
100 per cent mortgage to help first-time buyers get on the 
property ladder. The Tipton’s 100 per cent Family Assist 
mortgage has been designed to help those who don’t have 
a deposit borrow up to 100 per cent of the property’s pur¬ 
chase price, with a charge taken against a family member’s 
property as security. It has a variable rate of 3.99 per cent. 



Fiona corner group. WAS £909 


Pay nothing until next year* 

No deposit... No interest ever! 
Final week... last few days to save! 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


ILLIAM&SONS www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Backed up by our Price Match Promise! 


Alstons #bardi SSM5MT 



Harrison 




Myitis rauch 






n s WADE 


0% APR ‘deferred interest free credit offer available on balances over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0.00. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 

REPRESENTATIVE Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Subject to status. All offers subject to availability. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply - ask in store or see our website for further details. E&OE. 
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WHAT WILL 
YOU SEE 
NEXT? 

• gentingarena.co.uk 

• barclaycardarena.co.uk 

theticketfactory.com • 


[ 


FIREPLACE 


FACTORY DIRECT 


YOU CAN NOW ORDER ONLINE 


www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk 


i 



Stratford Fireplace 
Any colour and finish 
I Choice of marble or granite 
set. Gas or electric fire 



Only £499 \ I From £499 


But Out the Middle Man & Buy Direct 

Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 


0121558 8265 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK fireplacefactorydirect Wff 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

3* Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Guest digs 
In for talk 
about bulbs 

Clent Gardening Club 

AT the beginning of Sep¬ 
tember the club held the 
Annual Clent Flower Show 
in conjunction with Clent 
WI and there was a splendid 
array of flowers and produce 
on display from club mem¬ 
bers and guests. 

The WI members were 
not to be outdone with their 
own displays of cakes, pre¬ 
serves and crafts. A large 
number of parishioners and 
guests enjoyed the displays 
and next year it is hoped to 
hold a bumper show as it 
will be the show’s 70th an¬ 
niversary. 

The club’s monthly meet¬ 
ing in September welcomed 
guest speaker Dr John Page 
to give a talk on introduc¬ 
ing bulbs. His talk was il¬ 
lustrated with a splendid 
array of photographs of 
bulbs flowering throughout 
the year both in the UK and 
beyond. 

He gave advice on the cul¬ 
tivation and care of bulbs 
with different varieties re¬ 
quiring different levels of 
care and attention which 
was attentively received by 
his audience. 

At the end of the meeting 
the chairman announced 
the results of the monthly 
competitions and reminded 
members that the next 
monthly meeting is on Fri¬ 
day October 23 when Ingrid 
Millington will give a sea¬ 
sonal talk entitled Autumn 
in the Garden. 

Meetings which are held 
at Clent Village Hall on the 
fourth Friday each month. 
Visit https://clentgardening- 
club.wordpress.com or call 
chairman Martin Grange 
01562 883009 or 07917 
184762 for more details. 


Evening not to be 
missed for villagers 


Relating history 
of Lunar Society 

Amblecote History Society 


THE next meeting of the Amblecote History Society 
will take place on Wednesday, October 14, starting 
at 7.30pm in the Furnace Theatre at The Ruskin 
Centre in Amblecote. 

The speaker will be Andrew Lound who will relate 
the story of one of the most influential groups in the 
18th century, the Lunar Society, whose interests in 
astronomy based on new research has revealed some 
surprising facts. 

Andrew presents his Odyssey dramatic presenta¬ 
tion about the astronomical work of James Watt, 
Matthew Boulton & Joseph Priestley - a dramatic 
presentation, beautifully illustrated and accompa¬ 
nied by music and presented with 18th century flair! 
Not to be missed, so arrive early to get a good seat in 
the larger theatre at The Ruskin Centre. 

Visitors are always most welcome at a small ad¬ 
mission charge of £2 on the door. 

The society meets on every second Wednesday of 
the month and enjoys a varied programme with out¬ 
door meetings during the summer months. 

To learn more about the society and the remain¬ 
der of the 2015 meeting programme as well as to 
access many interesting articles and photographs of 
the area visit: www.amblecotehistorysociety.org.uk 


Sedgley Local History Society 


THE first Andrew Barnett & 
Trevor Genge Memorial Lecture 
takes place tonight (Thursday 
October 8) at 7.30pm in St An¬ 
drew’s Church, Bilston Street, 
Sedgley. The speaker is Ned 
Williams the well known Black 
Country historian and author. 

Ned explores the Gornals (the 
subject of his 50th book) and 
shares his warm affection for 
the villagers and their traditions. 
This illustrated presentation re¬ 
flects a flavour of Black Country 
life still around, but fast disap¬ 
pearing. 

For past and present Gornal 
folk it is an evening not to be 
missed. 

As usual visitors are invited to 
come along - admission £1. An¬ 
nual membership of the society 
costs £5 and gives free access to 
the programme of talks. 

Schoolteachers Andrew Bar- 
net and Trevor Genge were 
co-founders of the Sedgley Local 
History Society in 1984. Andrew 
launched the Sedgley Local His¬ 
tory Museum, which closed in 
2004, and Trevor published five 
books on the Sedgley Manor vil¬ 
lages. Both were avid research¬ 
ers and staunch supporters of 
conservation projects. 


Odes on experience of life 


MEMBERS and visitors met on September 
23. The meeting began with the speaker 
Ken Gilkes whose talk was entitled Odes of 
Life and Laughter. 

He began by saying how boring his life is 
and how he only knows what day it is ac¬ 
cording to which breakfast he is given. 

This struck a chord with the group and 
then from start to finish the ladies never 
stopped laughing as he recited his odes, 


MyTime Over Fifties 


written in response to his experiences of 
life. MyTime Over Fifties meets in the Am¬ 
blecote Room at Stourbridge Town Hall on 
the fourth Wednesday in the month. The 
next meeting is on October 28 when Linda 
Ellis will update the group on macular de¬ 
generation. For more details call Audrey on 
01384 864223 or Graham on 01384 393499. 
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Slimmer Kelly 
sets example 

A WOMAN who shed eight stone in weight 
will be sharing her success and experiences 
with others after launching her own slim¬ 
ming class. 

Kelly Sansome, 43, of Wynall Lane, 
Wollescote, decided to take action following 
a terrifying experience where she struggled 
to breathe and had to be put on oxygen. 

The mother-of-two was about to turn 40 
at the time and weighed nearly 20st. 

But after joining a slimming group at 
Dingle Community Centre, in Kingswin- 
ford, Mrs Sansome says she has never 
looked back. 

She now weighs a much healthier list 
and says she is all the happier for it and 
has been inspired to help others achieve the 
same success via her own slimming class at 
Gig Mill Primary School, in Norton. 


Call for flag comment apology 
during historian's visit to city 


THE man who branded the Black 
Country flag ‘offensive’ because of 
the connection between chains and 
slavery has been urged to apologise 
when he visits this weekend. 

Historian Patrick Vernon is coming to Wol¬ 
verhampton as part of Black History Month to 
give a talk on the Windrush generation of Car¬ 
ibbean migrants. 

The London-based but Wolverhampton-born 
campaigner sparked fury in July when he 
branded the flag, designed by a 12-year-old Dud¬ 


ley schoolgirl to celebrate the Black Country’s 
industrial heritage, as ‘insensitive’. 

Mr Vernon, who faced calls to hand back his 
OBE after sparking the row, will give a talk at 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, before presenting 
a film about the life of Jamaican Second World 
War pilot Eddie Martin Noble at the Light 
House Media Centre the same day. 

Sedgley UKIP MEP Bill Etheridge said: “Per¬ 
haps Mr Vernon can take the opportunity to 
learn more about Black Country history and 
understand the real relevance of the chain to the 
flag. It would not be amiss for him to apologise 


for the offence he caused.” Ian Austin, Labour 
MP for Dudley North, said: “Perhaps while he 
is in the Black Country Patrick Vernon will 
see the deep sense of pride that people from all 
backgrounds have and see how this region lit the 
spark that fired the industrial revolution.” 

Mr Vernon, aged 54, said: “I am very famil¬ 
iar with the Black Country industrial heritage 
and history. If local people wish to learn more 
about the slave trade and its links with the 
Black Country, I would encourage them to visit 
the various archives and museums in Dudley, 
Sandwell and Wolverhampton.” 


Tenants urged 
to get involved 

RESIDENTS are invited to a housing con¬ 
ference in a bid to encourage more people 
to get involved in the running of their es¬ 
tates. 

The Dudley Council housing confer¬ 
ence, which is open to anyone living on 
the borough’s council housing estates, will 
promote opportunities for tenants, lease¬ 
holders and residents to get involved in 
how housing services are delivered. 

It will take place on October 29 at 
Saltwells Education Centre, in Bowling 
Green Road, Netherton. Lunch and re¬ 
freshments will be provided. There will be 
speakers at the event. 

For more information call (01384) 
815168 or email participation@dudley. 
gov.uk 


Puppy dog tale all over internet 



Susan Nock with eight-week-old Ollie, who has become an internet superstar 


A CUTE dog’s tale of woe - combined with 
an adorable home video - has taken the in¬ 
ternet by storm. 

The 16-second clip of eight-week-old 
Bichon Frise, Ollie, has been viewed by 
more than 1.2 million people across the 
planet in a matter of days. 

The short video shows the pup enjoying 
having his stomach rubbed. 

Owners Chris and Susan Nock, from 
Stourbridge, only posted the video on Face- 
book after being told by vets that Ollie was 
fighting for his life. 

Recovery 

They were told he may not survive 48 
hours — after falling ill just two days after 
his new owners had collected him. 

A blood test revealed Ollie had E.coli and 
the pet has since made a full recovery. 


Chris said: “I had taken the video the day 
we got him. He was on my lap so I gave him 
a little belly rub, that was it. 

“After we put it on Sue’s wall things went 
nuts. It had over one million views in two 
days.” 

What has helped them are the messages 
of support received via Facebook, where the 
video has been shared more than 48,500 
times. 

Chris said: “We have been overwhelmed 
by the reaction in all honesty. I spent most 
of the first three days answering messages 
and they are still coming in now. 

“We had one today from the other side of 
the world, someone in Northern Australia. 
We have also had comments from Colum¬ 
bia, France, Italy and Germany. There have 
been messages of kindness and people tell¬ 
ing stories of their own pets.” 


Peer is tempted to 
run for mayor role 

DIGBY Jones, one of the most prominent figures in British 
business has admitted he is “sorely tempted” by the idea of 
running as mayor of his native West Midlands. 

But Lord Jones of Birmingham said the chances of put¬ 
ting himself forward as head of the region’s new combined 
authority were currently no more than “five or ten per 
cent”. He was talking during a business mini-conference 
on board the Queen Elizabeth cruise liner at the weekend, 
organised by Black County property tycoon Roy Richardson 
and his family. 

Senior company executives and leading figures from the 
business community took part in a series of debates on the 
combined authority and what it could mean for the region. 

Lord Jones said big metropolitan councils like Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham would need to give up powers to 
make the new authority effective “but turkeys don’t vote 
for Christmas.” 


Bowling 
for charity 

A BOWLING club has 
helped raise £300 for the 
victims of the Nepal earth¬ 
quake. 

Crystal Bowls Club, 
based at Stevens Park, in 
Wollescote, staged the event 
on September 17. 

The event had a football 
theme with a penalty shoot 
out where all players tried 
to get their bowls between 
very small posts. 

Organisers gave special 
thanks to Sainsbury’s at 
Amblecote, Tesco and Wait- 
rose in Stourbridge for do¬ 
nating prizes. 


s £ lE summerhill Bathrooms 

NOW Genuine Price Reductions 


0 


NEW RANGE 
NOW AVAILABLE 

RESORT 

Furniture Combinations 



DESIGNER SUITE 

I Basin, 


r 


cistern 
with soft 

£169 


CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, -- 
500 basin & soft close 
seat. 


nml£139 


DESIGNER 

600 

VANITY 

UNIT 

SALE 

PRICE 

£159 



WAs£39<r 

price £249 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


DESIGNER 

400 

CLOAK 
ROOM 
I VANITY 
UNIT 

£99 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 


'4* 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front 
panel, bath 
screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 


SALE 

PRICE 


£329 


SALE CQftO 

price £ODS9 


ml/a 


MIRA 

THERMOSTATIC VALVE 
Rail, hose and head 

p s r a ice£149 

TRITON T80Z 


7151 

J 


!5kw, 8.5w 
5kw and 
10.5kw 

PRICE £139 

fsmsm 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 
or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 



Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £69 
600x1100 £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600x1100 £89 

IBUHHLIU 


TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 


... 

a 


FROM 


£79 


Chrome on solid brass 
with ceramic disc 
technology 

while stocks last 


VAN ITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 £ 79 
450 E 89 
550 £ 1 09 
650 E “l “I 9 
750 E 1 69 
850 E 1 99 

umssmum 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01 384 263626 
OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
LATE 'TIL 8' FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY AMPLE FREE PARKING 
'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE 
Trust the experts.... Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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Reading 

scheme 

returning 

SANDWELL Council is 
set to launch a second 
year of a scheme designed 
to increase the number of 
youngsters who borrow 
books from its libraries. 

The Booktastic project 
has helped to double the 
number of four and five- 
year-olds taking out books. 

Council bosses say the 
scheme, which gives chil¬ 
dren in Sandwell library 
membership and access 
to free books, has helped 
bring more children into 
libraries than ever before. 

The scheme was thought 
up Councillor Simon Hack- 
ett, cabinet member for 
children’s services, who 
will launch it at Blackheath 
Library next Friday. 

He said: “This is a first 
step towards getting chil¬ 
dren to read for pleasure. 

“Statistics show children 
who read from a young age 
are more likely to do well in 
education.” 

Warning after 
bicycle thefts 

PUSH bikes have been sto¬ 
len in Blackheath prompt¬ 
ing a police appeal for in¬ 
formation and a warning 
to cyclists to remain vigi¬ 
lant. 

Officers say bikes have 
been stolen from areas 
including Shepherds Fold 
and High Street in recent 
weeks. 

Residents have been 
asked to be aware and re¬ 
port any suspicious activ¬ 
ity. 

Any witnesses are asked 
to call the police on 101. 


FOCUS ON BLACKHEATH AND ROWLEY REGIS 


Union and parents protest 
over proposed nursery cuts 


DOZENS of parents have signed a petition 
opposing plans to cut provision at a nursery. 

Rowley Owls Nursery, which is run by neighbour¬ 
ing Rowley Hall Primary School, has launched a 
consultation on proposals to change the care offered 
at the nursery. 

This would include axing care for children up to two 


years old and getting rid of c 

The move comes just 
weeks after the nursery was 
given a requires improve¬ 
ment Ofsted report - an 
improvement on the inade¬ 
quate ranking the nursery 
received in February. 

The school said the pro¬ 
posals are intended to ‘im¬ 
prove standards’ at the 
nursery. 

GMB, the union for school 
support staff, held a protest 
at the nursery on Friday. 

Garage owner Sarah 
Turbutt said she is worried 
about what the propos¬ 
als will mean for her son, 
14-month-old son Arley, 
who currently attends the 
nursery, while four-year- 
old Noah has just started at 
Rowley Hall Primary from 
the nursery. 

Mrs Turbutt, of Rowley 
Regis, said: “It’s a really dis¬ 
tressing time for all parents. 
We get a good service here, 
it’s like a family, and the 
new Ofsted report showed 
it’s going in the right direc¬ 
tion.” 

GMB branch secretary 


re outside of term time. 

by David Cosgrove 


Darren James said he was 
concerned, adding: “It’s 
very disappointing that they 
want to do this. 

“Why are they doing this 
now after getting a better 
Ofsted report than they had 
back in February?” 

Changes to staff contracts 
could also leave some out of 
pocket to the tune of £2,000, 
according to Mr James. 

Nicola Stanley, head¬ 
teacher at Rowley Hall Pri¬ 
mary, said: “Governors have 
put forward a proposal to 
change the way we run Row- 
ley Owls Nursery in order to 
improve standards. 

“At this stage it is just a 
proposal and we are con¬ 
ducting a consultation to 
find out opinions from all of 
our stakeholders. 

“Our governors will take 
into account all views be¬ 
fore coming to any decision 
about the future of the nurs¬ 
ery.” 



GMB Union Sandwell equality officer Sarah James with, from left, Gill Whittaker, Darren Jones and Stuart Harrison 


More than 
100 homes 
to be built 

MORE than 100 homes, 
most of them four-bed- 
roomed houses, are to be 
built on the site of a former 
college in Rowley Regis. 

The former St Michael’s 
Business and Enterprise 
College site in Thorne 
Road will be demolished 
after councillors approved 
plans submitted by Redrow 
Homes to build 123 proper¬ 
ties. 

The building has been 
empty since the college 
moved to a new site in 
2010. 

Houses 

Developers say 80 of 
the properties would be 
four-bedroom houses with 
34 three-bedroom houses, 
plus nine would be flats. 

Councillor Steve Trow 
said it was ‘great that the 
site was being brought 
back into use’. 

Sandwell Council unani¬ 
mously approved the plan. 

Bursary help 
for student 

A ROWLEY Regis stu¬ 
dent is among three top 
students from the Black 
Country who have been 
given bursary awards by 
exam body OCR towards 
studying at the University 
of Cambridge. 

Anoop Sumal, 18, who 
attended Sandwell Acad¬ 
emy, will be reading medi¬ 
cine at Selwyn College. 

Recipients of OCR bur¬ 
saries receive £3,000 for 
each year of their under¬ 
graduate studies for living 
and/or tuition costs. 


Jordans Solicitors]S& N Hodgkins 


(Jewellers) 


FRIENDLY AND PRICE COMPETITIVE 



Here at Jordans Solicitors 

you will find experienced 
specialists in the following 
aspects of law, conveyancing 
both residential and 
commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of 
Attorney & Family Law 
If the regular office hours 
9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to 
Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer 
Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


L 


JORDANS 


1 Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU 
Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, 

West Midlands B65 0DH 
Tel: 0121 559 2922 


www.jordans-sohcitors.co.uk 


ON SITE WORKSHOPS FOR 


clock, watch and jewellery repairs 




/ Watches / Necklaces 

✓ Bracelets / Clocks 

/ Earrings / Watch Batteries 

/ Engraving and Straps 
/ Rings / Est. 1969 

One Stop Shop For 

All Gift Ideas ... 


151 HIGH STREET, BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 
(NEXT TO THE NEW LIBRARY) 

TELEPHONE: 0121 559 7156 























Business pals help to 
furnish homes for veterans 


TWO best friends from Brierley 
have put their DIY skills to the test 
by lending a helping hand to veter¬ 
ans in Manchester — and their work 
can be seen on a popular TV show. 

David Perry and Jamie Wood, 
from Stourbridge, were approached 
by DIY SOS to help them spend 
two weeks transforming streets in 
Newton Heath for former soldiers to 
move into with their families. 

Reclaimed 

The team behind the BBC pro¬ 
gramme, hosted by Nick Knowles, 
wanted to see whether the fledgling 
furniture company could help to¬ 
wards their latest project. 


The former Stourbridge College 
students, both 28, jumped at the 
chance. 

101 Furniture, which started last 
year, specialises in making industri¬ 
al-style furniture out of reclaimed 
timber and steel. 

They donated a large outdoor din¬ 
ing table and benches to the project, 
as well as a four-seater garden bistro 
table with four matching stools. 

They were used as part of a pro¬ 
ject to help transform eight existing 
houses for forces veterans to be fea¬ 
tured in the BBC One two-part pro¬ 
gramme DIY SOS specialthat will be 
seen on TV on October 14 and 21 on 
BBC1, both episodes from 8pm. 



David Perry, left, and Jamie Woods, right, with the presenter of TV’s DIY SOS Nick Knowles 


Jail for motorist who 
almost hit runners 

A DRINK-driver who drove onto a Birmingham 10K 
course run, narrowly missing runners, has been jailed 
for 14 months. 

Unemployed Ibrar Shazad Boston, ignored marshalls 
at the Morrison’s Great Birmingham 10k Road Race on 
May 3 and drove his blue Renault Megane over grass 
and a pavement. Police spotted Boston gesticulating at 
a council worker in a road sweeper who was blocking his 
path on Pershore Road. As motorbike officer approached 
Boston drove off at speed, narrowly missing runners and 
just missing the police bike. Boston drove through cones 
along Sherlock Street, before colliding with railings and 
abandoning the vehicle. He was arrested nearby. 

The 35-year-old of Cooksey Road, Small Heath, 
pleaded guilty to dangerous driving and with excess al¬ 
cohol at Birmingham Crown Court where he was banned 
from driving for over four years. 


Refugees 
are human: 
Ex-target 
of Taliban 

A MAN who fled the tyranny of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan has called on people to remem¬ 
ber that there are human beings behind the 
numbers, in the midst of the Syrian refugee 
situation. 

His comments came in the wake of some coun¬ 
cils in the region asking for guarantees of further 
Government funding before taking on their share 
of 20,000 Syrians due to 
come to the UK. 

The councils’ concerns 
drew sympathy from Ro- 
hulla Yakobi, who was 
tortured in his native Af¬ 
ghanistan when he was just 
12 years old. 

The 28-year-old father of 
two, from Oxley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, came to Britain 
in 2004 and now works with 
the Human Security Centre, 
a think tank in London. 

He said: “It’s entirely un¬ 
derstandable that they may 
resist more people coming 
into their area, given the 
budgetary constraints coun¬ 
cils are going through, par¬ 
ticularly if an asylum seeker 
is not allowed to work and 
contribute. 

“Someone arriving as I 
did will have no sense of 
Britishness and will have to 
find their own way. 

“But I’ve never doubted 
the generosity of the British 
people and I’m delighted to 
be a British citizen myself. 

“When we look at statis¬ 
tics and figures like this we 
do not see the human be¬ 
ings. We forget the human 
side of the crisis. 

“What we’re talking 



Rohullah Yakobi — fled 
tyranny in Afghanistan 


about here are numbers, 
costs, housing and so on. 
We have to remember that 
there are people at the heart 
of this.” 

• The Chronicle would 
like to clarify that the pho¬ 
tograph used of Mr Yakobi 
and his family in last week’s 
edition was intended to il¬ 
lustrate his comments on 
the Syrian refugees issue. 
However, his quotes wer¬ 
en’t used and subsequently 
we would like to apologise 
to Mr Yakobi for any incon¬ 
venience or distress caused 
by this. 


Island restaurant 
gets the go-ahead 

MULTI-MILLION pound plans for a restaurant at Birch- 
ley Island in Oldbury have been given the green light. 

The restaurant between the island and the M5 slip road 
will create 80 full-time and part-time jobs and will be part 
of the Greene King’s Farmhouse Inn chain. 

The site has previously been earmarked for a hotel and 
casino but both schemes failed to get off the ground. 

The land will now be put into use after Sandwell Council 
gave planning permission to the restaurant scheme. 

Developer St Modwen said work on the building work 
will begin next year. 

The Farmhouse Inns chain of restaurants offer diners 
a daily carvery and are known for their large cakes. The 
scheme also includes a car park with 95 spaces. 

The 13,811 sq ft restaurant will have two entrances to 
accommodate those visiting to enjoy a meal and those using 
only the bar. 

In 2011, planning permission was granted for a casino 
and an 80-bed hotel on the site, which is bounded by the 
A4123 Wolverhampton Road to the south. The £6 million 
project ever got off the ground. 
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Cherry pick 
from the best! 


✓ GREAT VALUEU 

✓ GREAT PRICES 0 

✓ GREATSERVICE 




HALF 
t PRICE 

of a new kitchen! 


Ends 31st October 2015 


QUALITY 

FLOORING 

(Terms & Conditions apply). 


VISIT THE MIDLANDS’ 

LARGEST 

KITCHEN MAKEOVER 



CAMARO' polTflor' COLONIA 


Why choose Cherry? 

© Avoid the upheaval and expense of replacing your cabinets 
© Transform your kitchen - a simple door change to a complete makeover 
© Retain your cabinets - avoid waste, save money & help the environment! 

© The latest selection of Kitchen door designs and styles 
© Huge choice of worktops from Laminate to Granite and Quartz 
© A vast choice of top brand appliances to choose from 
© A beautiful range of quality luxury flooring available 
© Average installation only 2 to 3 days - less mess, less fuss, half the cost! 

© Your local Kitchen Makeover Specialist - Approved by the Consumer 
Protection Association for your total peace of mind 

© Rubbish removed from site t Yell 

© Full replacement kitchen service also available 


ON STOURBRIDGE RING ROAD (next to Aldi). 

Viewing by appointment, please call 01384 390 898 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR 



FREE 28-page colour brochure or 
FREE no-obligation survey & quotation 

01384 395 799 
0800 633 5337 


♦Cherry 


See our reviews 

at yell.com 


Join us on 

facebook 


Don’t gamble on any 
company you don’t know. 
Always select a CPA 
member for your 
complete peace of mind. 


IdSnJ*' 

Pwmnkm A 



www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 
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. Return coach travel fr °™ 
throughout the West Midlands 
. Dinner, bed & breakfast and 
entertainment at most hotels 
. Fre e excursion programme _ 

6kristmk VjtMdel 

§ 1W Vjmd rwfej 


Check out our festive breaks to Pontins, 
our Mystery Pricebuster special and 
13 day Xmas and New Year break to Costa Brava. | 


No single room supplement at selectedhotels 


*» 




Covent Garden & Hyde 






PARIS 
l City Experience 
tmuAracnmi Ml 


1 CrtlC Itn Bed^i Breakfast \ 


Traoelstyle 

'viles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


IIMWIUMllWll.il! 



Shrek's trek is one that 
cannot be ogre-rated 


Shrek, The Musical 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
By Graeme Andrew 

INGENIOUS costumes, amazing sets, 
belly laughs throughout and superb 
music - Shrek rules! 

William Steig’s story of an ogre who 
finds love and friendship in a bid to se¬ 
cure his swamp after being overrun by 
ousted fairytale creatures, has trans¬ 
lated brilliantly from the big screen to 
the musical stage. 

Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
resounded with roars of uncontrolla¬ 
ble laughter as we were whisked along 
on the road to Duloc and beyond, as 
Shrek and Donkey follow their quest 
to rescue Princess Fiona from the 
clutches of the dragon. 

Amazing 

With a host of new musical numbers 
to provide the narrative - showing off 
the cast’s amazing vocal ability - the 
storyline closely followed the first 
Shrek film with a few hidden extras 
thrown in, to the delight of the crowd. 

But the production really took off 
when Lord Farquaad was introduced 
into the proceedings. The staging 


problem of representing his, erm, 
‘limited’ stature was dealt with in¬ 
geniously, with hilarious results. 
And canny old-hand theatre stalwart 
Gerard Carey absolutely makes the 
most of it, inducing tears of laughter 
with his antics. 

Certainly the star of the show when 
it comes to the comedy aspect, there 
were many stand-out turns - Bronte 
Barbe as Fiona was top class with an 
amazing voice, and she too showed a 
deft comic touch. 

Dean Chisnall, in the lead, is given 
the hardest job, trying to carry off a 
central acting role while wearing a 
no-doubt cumbersome Shrek suit and 
make-up, but he did well, showing real 
vulnerability when required, both in 
song and acting. 

And Idriss Kargbo had a hard act 
to follow with Eddie Murphy’s unfor¬ 
gettable performance as Donkey in 
the movies, but he acquitted himself 
well, bringing a touch of Cat from Red 
Dwarf with him. 

Ex-Eastender Nigel Harman (re¬ 
member Dennis Rickman?), who won 
plaudits as Farquaad himself in the 
West End, is the director and keeps 
the action ticking over nicely. 


Meanwhile musical director Dave 
Rose is obviously an accomplished 
vocal arranger, as harmonies were 
brilliantly executed and many of the 
characters proved their worth, bring¬ 
ing singing power to blow the audi¬ 
ence away, in particular Christina 
Modestou with her soulful voice for 
Dragon. Mention must be made too 
on the staging, with swift scenery 
changes and amazing sets. 

The supporting cast had to work 
hard taking on multiple roles and at 
no point did I find myself thinking 
we’d seen any of the faces in other 
guises. 

Puppet 

There must have been some su¬ 
per-rapid changes, including three 
people dressed in black bringing to life 
Dragon, as a huge puppet, which was 
remarkably close in appearance to the 
Dreamworks’ movie original. 

It’s an old cliche - something for 
everyone - but on this occasion, one 
that fits the bill. 

And with performances running 
until Sunday, there is still a chance for 
fans to get their fill of fairytales, magic 
and laughter. 



From left, Bronte Barbe, Idriss Kargbo and Dean Chisnall. Picture: Helen Maybanks 


Advertisement 



All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 


UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 
LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 



3 Seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 


from 




w 



Double 

Divans 

from 

£195 



<5. — * 

iaQpnr'4i macx 

r TTCTrOR QUAlJnr 

Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 

Your chair, designed to fit you 

1000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU LARGE FREE 

Tel: 01384 295660 CARPARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 1 Oam - 5pm 1 Sun 1 0.30am - 4.30pm ["■•“’HI 

L___ A 

Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 
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GRILL 



Happy Hour Deals will mm he from noon till 6pm 
Monda\ to Friday 12 noon till 6pm 



All beers £2.30 • All ales £2.30 
Selected Top Shelf Doubles £2.30 


STEAKS 

A ow Available... 

• Gammon £7 99 
f'8 99 Sirloin ♦ 

♦ Ribaya £9 99 

\il sr’Jr'* i*<7 %%'ish chips; 

. tOHHWte* 


• l»l*V • BEERS • 



sky SPORTS 

Sport 


07932 634 531 

4? II \\\ I S LANF, 1165 9\K 
ROWLEY KFCilS 
www.therowley.co.uk 
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Listings for October 9-15 



V* 




at BENJAMINS 


t 


**’[ SATURDAY 5th & 19th December 

5 piece live band 

ELECTRIC IDOLS 
3 COURSE CHRISTMAS MEAL 
WITH COFFEE AND MINTS 

Doors open at 7.30pm and the meal starts about 8pm 

£30.00 per person 

% CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
ADULTS £30 CHILDREN (5-10YEARS £15) 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE 

NO RUSH AND NO WAITING 


FRIDAY 11th & SATURDAY 
12TH DECEMBER 
SHARE A PARTY DISCO 
3 COURSE CHRISTMAS MEAL 
WITH COFFEE & MINTS 

With Decorations, Crackers, Party Poppers, Balloons + Disco till 
late Doors open at 7.30pm and the meal starts about 8pm 

The Disco goes on till the early hours 


NEW YEARS EVE 

FAMILY DISCO PARTY 
INCLUDING BUFFET 
ADULTS £15 I CHILDREN UNDER 14 £7.50 


a 


Birmingham Street, Halesowen, 
B63 3HW 

0121 602 02 02 


GREAT VALUE COACH TOURS 



Traoelstyle 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


BARRY WELCOMES YOU 



©SKJdJUM] 


FAM I LI ES*WEUC@M E- 


THE LIGHTHOUSE 

COOMBES ROAD, 
HAL E SO WE ISI 

0121 559 7952 


Annie 



Tues - October 31 
Hippodrome, B’ham 
Strictly Come Dancing judge Craig 
Revel Horwood takes on the role of 
tyrannical Miss Hannigan. On 
Saturday’s Miss Hannigan will be 
played by Lesley Joseph. 

Visit www.birminghamhippodrome. 


One 

Direction 



Sat, Sun, Mon 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
The world’s biggest pop act return with 
three nights of shows in Birmingham. 
Fans will see the band perform songs 
from their brand new album FOUR for 
the first time. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Gengahr 



Monday, 7pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

With airplay ranging from Radio 1 
to Made In Chelsea, Gengahr are 
attracting listeners with their distinctive 
style of indie romantic pop as heard on 
debut album A Dream Outside. 
www.hareandhoundskingsheath.co.uk 


Ben 

Fogle 



Monday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
In Call Of The Wild, Ben will recount 
how the self-confessed urbanite 
became drawn to, and so enamoured 
with, adventure, travel and the harsh 
challenges of a life in the wilderness. 
Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Upbeat Beatles 

Wed at 7.30pm 
£17-£18.50 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Before The Dawn: Kate Bush 
Tribute 

Sun at 12am, Free 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

Dusky 

Fri - Sat at 10pm - 5am, 

£12.50-£15 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

T’Pau 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£17.50-£19.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Gengahr 

Mon at 7pm, £8 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Joanne Shaw Taylor 

Mon at 8pm, Tue at 8pm, £20 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Josef Salvat 

Mon at 7pm, £9 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

One Direction 

Sat at 6pm, Sun at 6pm, Mon at 
6pm, £40.20 - £65.70 
Barclaycard Arena, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Carpet Crawlers 

Thu at 7.30pm, £18 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Raintown 

Sun at 7pm, £12 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tankus The Henge 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, £6 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Leftfield 

Fri at 6.30pm, £29 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Rae Morris 

Sun at 7pm, £13 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Miguel 

Thu at 7pm, £26.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Spector 

Wed at 7pm, £12.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Modfathers: Paul Weller 
Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

Enchant 

Mon at 7.45pm, £15-£16 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Years & Years 

Fri at 6pm, £17.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Martin Turner 

Wed at 7.30pm, £13.50 - £15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Into The Shadows: Shadows 
Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, 
£10 - £15 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

Dr Hook - CANCELLED 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£27.50 - £29.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Pat McManus Band 

Tue at 9.10pm, £10 - £12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Karnataka: Secrets Of Angels 
Tour 2015 

Sun at 8.45pm, £15 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Esther 

Thu at 12am, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Cause To Effect 

Sat at 7pm, £6 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Mouth And Music 45 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, £3 
The Boars Head, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1EW. 

Call 01562 861870 

Lunar Festival: Du Blonde 

Mon at 8pm -11,30pm, £10 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Go West, Nik Kershaw, T’Pau 

Tue at 8pm, £34.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Peace 

Sat at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 


FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Chris While And Julie 
Matthews 

Sun at 7.30pm, £13-£16 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Port Isaac’s Fisherman’s Friends 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£22.50 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Jonathan Byrd 

Sat at 8pm, £8-£10 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

SOUL AND JAZZ 

Willy Porter+ Support Nibs Van 
Der Spuy 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 

£10 

Kitchen Garden Cafe, King’s 
Heath, Birmingham, B14 7SA. 

Call 0121 443 4725 

Mood Indigo 

Thu at 10pm, £5 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Roz Harding Wave 

Fri at 5pm, Free 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 


Seckou Keita 

Sat at 8pm, £13-£14 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Ex Cathedra: The Grand Tour 

Sun at 4pm - 6pm, 

£9.50 - £40 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO 2015-16 Dvorak’s Sixth 

Wed at 2.15pm, £12.50 - £43 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

Macbeth: Blood Will Have Blood 

Mon at 1pm, Tue at 10am, 1pm, 
£ 8-£10 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Only Fools And Boycie 

Thu at 7.30pm, £15 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Of Mice And Men 

Tue at 10am, 1pm, Wed at 10am, 
7.15pm, Thu at 1pm, 7.15pm, 

£7 - £12. Palace Theatre, 
Redditch, B98 8AE. 


Birmingham Royal Ballet: Kin/ 
Theme And Variations/Enigma 
Variations 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £5 - £85.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Tea With Oscar Wilde 

Thu at 7pm - 9pm, £12.50 
Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
WV6 8EE. Call 01902 760100 

Mister Maker & The Shapes Live 
UK Tour 

Fri at 4pm - 5.30pm, Sat at 10am 
-11.30am, 1 pm - 2.30pm, 4pm - 
5.30pm, £15.50-£17.39 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Ceri Dupree 

Tue at 7.30pm, £14-£16 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

The Full Monty 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, £15-£19 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Anita And Me 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 7.30pm, 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7pm, Wed 
at 7.30pm, Thu at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
£7 - £30 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
SB1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Vienna Festival Ballet: Coppelia 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 

£11 - £64 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Sun at 2.30pm, 7pm, 

£11 - £64 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Sweeney Todd 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, 

£12.50-£14.50 

Stafford Gatehouse, ST 16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Picture Of Doreen Gray 

Mon at 7.30pm, £13-£15 
Stafford Gatehouse, ST 16 2LT. 
Call 01785 254653 

Russian State Ballet And Opera 
House: La Traviata 

Fri at 7.30pm, £32 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Shrek The Musical 

Fri, Sat at 2pm/7.15pm Sun at 
11am, 4pm, 

£16.50-£44.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Metamorphosis 

Fri at 7.45pm, Sat at 2.45pm, 
7.45pm, £6-£11 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 


Annie 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, Wed 

- Thu at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 

Thu at 2pm - 4.30pm, 7.30pm - 
10.30pm, £20-£42.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Joe Lycett: That’s The Way, A-Ha 
A-Ha, Joe Lycett 

Wed at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Chris Ramsey: All Growed Up 

Sun at 8pm, £17.50 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Nina Conti: In Your Face 

- SOLD OUT 

Fri at 7.30pm, £20.35 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Jimmy Carr: Funny Business 

Fri at 8pm, 8pm, £25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Dapper Laughs 

Tue at 7.30pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Frankie Boyle: Hurt Like You’ve 
Never Been Loved 

Sat at 8pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Matt Forde: Get The Political 
Party Started 

Thu at 8pm -11pm, £10 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Sean Hughes: Mumbo Jumbo 

Fri at 8pm, £13.50-£15.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

TALKS 

Tom Jones 

Fri at 8pm, £35 - £50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

David Starkey: Magna Carta And 
Us: Talk 

Sat at 7.30pm, £15.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Ben Fogle - Call Of The Wild 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10pm, £22 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Ministry Of Science Live 

Thu at 1pm, 7pm, 

£10-£14.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Peace ready to 
make Civic happy 



Peace with Harry Koisser, centre front, are about to work on their third album 


PEACE will give fans one last 
chance to see them on their 
Happy People tour before re¬ 
treating to the country. 

The band from Worcestershire will 
line up at Wolverhampton’s Civic Hall 
on Saturday. And then, they’ll disap¬ 
pear for six months. 

Frontman Harry Koisser says: 
“We’re moving to a house in the mid¬ 
dle of the countryside together and 
we’re working on the new album im¬ 
mediately after the tour. So for the 
next six months we’ll be working on 
the album. 

“To be fair it’s already all written 
we just need to record it. We want to 
rehearse it. Sometimes it takes a band 
five years to write a record and I’m 
just ‘what are you doing?’ It’ll take 
me a week and a half to write a re¬ 
cord.” 

Peace have had an incredible sum¬ 
mer, playing Glastonbury for the sec¬ 
ond time as well as sets at Reading 
and Leeds. 

“It’s been fun. We started in Aus¬ 
tralia in March and it just seems like 
the longest summer and to be honest 
I just want winter.” 

The band have got celebrity follow¬ 
ers with ex-England footballer Peter 
Crouch appearing in a video. 

“Peter Crouch and Abby Clancy 
are big fans, which is really cool. I 
met Noel Gallagher in Scotland at T 
in the Park. We were introduced by 
someone and he was like ‘Noel this 
is Harry’ and he looked at me was 
like ‘are you in a band or something?’ 
and I said ‘yeah I’m in a band called 
Peace’ and he was like ‘AHHHH! 
PEACE!’ And he said ‘Craig Silvey 


(producer of Peace’s Happy People 
and Noel Gallagher’s Chasing Yester¬ 
day) played me your album and it was 
amazing’. Noely G had just given me 
a compliment.” 

Harry can’t wait to play Wolver¬ 
hampton. “Wolverhampton Civic is 
a big deal to be honest. This is the 


last tour we’re going to be doing for 
what’s going to feel a really long 
time. We love Wolverhampton, with 
exception of two members of the en¬ 
tire touring party (including support 
bands Yak and Splashh), everyone’s 
from the West Midlands. It’s going to 
be a big celebration.” 



Mandeep Dhillon (Meena) and Jalleh Ali- 
zadeh (Anita) rehearse for Anita And Me 


Tale of Anita 
and Meera too 

WHEN the world premiere of Meera Syal’s much-loved Anita and Me is 
unveiled at Birmingham REP tomorrow night (Friday), it will feature the 
most unusual star. 

The leading light won’t be an actor, actress or, indeed, the writer Meera 
Syal. An impressive cast including Jalleh Alizadeh, Mandeep Dhillon, 
Ameet Chana and Ayesha Dharker won’t take centre state. Instead the 
star will be Wolverhampton, the grand old city where Meera was born 
and raised. 

The multi-award-winning Syal wrote her poignant coming-of-age tale 
about Meena, the irreverent teenage daughter of the only Punjabi family 
in the mining village of Tollington. 

Syal is delighted to be bringing her life in Wolverhampton to the stage. 
“Well I was born in New Cross Hospital, so it is indeed my birth town, 
right there on my passport. 

Pinnacle 

“I then lived in Willenhall briefly before we moved to Essington when I 
was a year old, so my childhood was spent in the countryside. 

“However we did go to Wolverhampton for all our big shopping trips 
and the pinnacle of every visit was the Mander Centre.” 

Syal is best-known for TV creations on hits like Goodness Gracious Me 
and The Kumars at No 42. She wrote Anita and Me in 1997 and it was 
made into a film in 2002. 

She can’t wait for the curtain to go up on the theatrical version, at 
Birmingham REP until October 24. 

“The Rep is of course the perfect place for this very Midland story and 
Tanika Gupta, who has adapted the book is not only a brilliant playwright 
but also a very dear friend, so it couldn’t be in better hands.” 


It’s strictly drag for 
Craig’s musical role 

LIFE’S become a bit of a drag 
for Simply Come Dancing judge 
Craig Revel Horwood, who is 
putting on the pantyhose to play 
Miss Hannigan in the revival of 
the Tomorrow musical Annie at 
Birmingham Hippodrome. 

The choreographer and direc¬ 
tor returns to the stage for a role 
he shares with Birds of a Feather 
star Lesley Joseph when Strictly 
duties intervene on a Saturday. 

The musical will be at the Hip¬ 
podrome from October 13 to 31 

— see www.birminghamhippo 
drome.com or call 0844 338 5000 

— and returns to the West Mid¬ 
lands in April at Wolverhampton 
Grand with Lesley Joseph dish¬ 
ing out the Hard Knock Life. 


Double date with 
1980s hitmakers 

POWER ballad 80s stars T’Pau 
have two local gigs. The China 
In Your Hand outfit fronted 
by Carol Decker are at Robin 
2 Bilston tomorrow (Fri), and 
are guests of Go West and Nik 
Kershaw at Symphony Hall on 
Tuesday. 

Key gigs include Treetop Fly¬ 
ers at the Sunflower Lounge in 
central Brum tonight (Thu), the 
same night Metric unveil album 
Pagans In Vegas at The Insti¬ 
tute. Check out Rae Morris on 
Sunday and soul singer KWABS 
on Monday at The Institute. 
Gengahr are at the Hare & 
Hounds in Kings Heath on Mon¬ 
day, when Du Blonde and Good¬ 
bye Lenin play the other room. 


The eyes have it for 
a Grand favourite 

THE Grand’s favourite pan¬ 
to dame, Ceri Dupree, returns 
with a tribute to the divas in 
EYEcons, the female imperson¬ 
ator’s new show on Tuesday at 
the Wolverhampton theatre. 

The Upbeat Beatles revive 
memories of the Fab Four at 
the Lichfield Street venue on 
Wednesday and Ministry of Sci¬ 
ence Live bring explosive exper¬ 
iments for matinee and evening 
shows on Thursday. 

The week of one-nighters is 
rounded off by Britain’s Got 
Talent opera star Paul Potts 
in concert on October 16 and a 
saucy Evening of Burlesque on 
October 17. See www.grandthe 
atre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. 




Great Bar...Great Food... 
Great Entertainment... 

>*' KnigHls QuesT 

FRIDAY 9TH OCTOBER ^ I 

DEVOTED Tb ROCK ^ ' 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
BOOKINGS NOW 
BEING TAKEN 


FRIDAY 9TH OCTOBER 

iU DEVOTED Tb ROCK 

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER 

SUPER-ONIT....OASIS TRIBUTE BAND * 

• SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER £ 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE NIGHT 

MONDAY 12TH OCTOBER 

QUIZ & TOP KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT 

TUESDAY 13TH OCTOBER 

ITS TUESDAY..ITS KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 

|k»» i WEDNESDAY 14TH OCTOBER 

jyy ADRIAN MICHAELS 

H( THURSDAY 15TH OCTOBER 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


iron ML 


DRESS CODE. 


GARVERVi 


We also serve 

SB3S& 


^SUNDAY* 


WnCMlKdimi 


Back by 


Leu 


Popular Demand 


for 


1 


(eat 


only) 


in 


on all main meals' 

a-la-carte menu also available 5pm - 10pm Sunday - Thursday Terms & conditions apply 


■ 


54 


FwAjCtloil Room OJJGuJljoJohs fo*t 

bnivafo ba/tUeA omd meethicjA 


>ER PERS0I 

(£5.95 CHILDREN 
UNDER 10) 


STARTS AT 
5PM SUNDAY 

EAT AS MUCHAS YOU CAN 
CHOOSE FROM OVER 
25 DELICIOUS ITEMS 

Book On Line Free Home Delivery within a 3 mile radius 

info@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk minimum 2 meals for delivery 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3B 

restaurant j nf o@ba n g I a I o u ng eh a I esc we ii. co. u k Tel: 0121 5857020/501 381 


































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, October 8, 2015 


“thefastticket 


eating out 



A real hot shot - the Vhujon in Bewdley 


The shared starter comes with three Indian snacks 


The Murgh Chettinad was sweet and spicy with a rich and hot sauce 



The classy interior of the Vhujon 


This restaurant 


PUBS, hairdressers and curry 
houses have dominated the small 
town centre of Bewdley over the 
years. 

At one point you were spoilt for choice if 
you wanted to go for a swift pint, cut and 
blow dry or a spicy dinner. 

But as time has passed and the recession 
has taken hold, some businesses have strug¬ 
gled to stay afloat and have fallen by the 
wayside. 

It seems residents have tightened their 
belts and the Indian restaurants have 
taken a hit. At one point there were four 
restaurants within a 100-metre stretch, and 
a balti. 

The old favourite that has stood the test 
of time is still going strong. The cheap and 
cheerful one, which I’ve never gone to. The 
modern-trying-to-be-posh option which has 
recently shut up shop, as has the bring your 
own booze balti. But then there’s the Vhu¬ 
jon, a contemporary Indian with a stylish 
interior and a mix of traditional and more 
unusual dishes. 

It’s still there, still popular and is always 


By Lisa Williams 


busy enough to need to book a table on a 
Friday or Saturday night. It has a lively 
buzz with a chatty atmosphere in an inti¬ 
mate setting. Its contemporary furnishings 
make it look clean and fresh, although it 
could probably do with a bit of attention if 
they decide to give it a revamp. 

We didn’t book. We didn’t think it would 
be packed. But for a Wednesday evening 
there was a surprisingly steady flow of din¬ 
ers which made the atmosphere nice. Re¬ 
laxed but vibrant. 

Wine was ordered as we contemplated 
menu. There was a lot to take in - start¬ 
ers, chicken, lamb, beef, seafood and biry- 
ani dishes along with tandoori specialities, 
vegetarian, balti and traditional. There are 
also veggie accompaniments, rice, naans 
and other sundries. 

Of course we ordered poppadoms, a ne¬ 
cessity. They were lovely. Crispy, crunchy 
discs with a slight oiliness. The condiments 
were yummy too. As we were devouring 
them our starter to share arrived - Sabzi 


is real hot stuff 


Labra, a trio of Indian snacks a samosa, 
onion bhajee and mushroom pakora, all of 
which were tasty. Each had a good amount 
of filling and was nicely seasoned. The pa¬ 
kora batter was a bright, eye watering, neon 
orange and could have done with a bit more 
mushroom stuffed inside its glowing coat. 

Once these were done and dusted our 
mains were next. Feeling brave I’d gone for 
the Murgh Chettinad, described as hot and 
spicy chicken cooked with a mix of onion, 
crushed red chillies and cranberries. 

Fiery 

It was hot but not take-off-a-layer-of- 
skin-from-the-roof-of-your-mouth kind of 
blazing. It had an almost sweet and sour 
flavour with the plump, rich cranberries 
giving a sharp taste to the chicken and 
the fiery chilli adding the taste explosion. 
To counteract the fierce heat I’d gone for 
a rather plain but very fluffy and perfectly 
cooked boiled rice along with a wholesome 
chapati to mop up the sauce. 

My friend had gone for a classic chicken 
Madras with mushroom pilau rice. The Ma¬ 
dras, she said, was nice and spicy but not 


at all greasy. We’d also decided on a tarka 
dhall as a side which tasted absolutely di¬ 
vine, a nice smooth texture with a whole¬ 
some lentil flavour and some seasoning we 
couldn’t quite put our fingers on. It comple¬ 
mented the curry and was aromatic with¬ 
out being too overpowering. The mushroom 
pilau was also a hit. 

Neither of us went for the customary 
naan bread as they seemed too heavy 
and filling with all the food we had to get 
through. 

There was no room for dessert, though 
they did have quite a vast selection mainly 
of pre-made ice cream pots along with a 
couple of more traditional options. 

The staff were friendly and attentive 
without being intrusive, kept the table 
cleared and made sure we had everything 
we needed. It’s a very efficient and well- 
oiled machine with fantastic food. 

The bill came with After Eight mints, 
very 70s but welcome to take away the heat, 
along with a little pot of minuscule liquorice 
torpedoes, pretty reasonable at ust shy of 
£45. We decided this is one restaurant that 
certainly curries favour. 
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SATURDAY’S TV OCTOBER 10 23 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Doctor Who 
(BBC1,8.25pm) 

The concluding edition of a two- 
part tale - told in reverse - 
takes the Time Lord to a remote 
Army outpost, where a 
fearsome alien warlord known 
as The Fisher King sets in 
motion a devious plan to ensure 
his own survival. As his plot 
takes effect, the ripples of his 
actions are felt across the 
universe in what seems to be 
an unstoppable chain of cause 
and reaction. With the 
consequences spiraling out of 
control, the Doctor seeks to 
bring the devastation to an end 
- but doing so might mean he 
has to do the unthinkable. Sci-fi 
drama, starring Peter Capaldi 
and Jenna Coleman, with 
guests Paul Kaye and Peter 
Serafinowicz. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Football Focus. 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Live Formula 1: 
Russian Grand Prix-Qualifying. Suzi 
Perry introduces coverage from Sochi 
Autodrom (Start-time 1.00pm). 2.25 
Bargain FHunt. (R) 3.25 The Great British 
Bake Oft Class of 2014. (R) 4.25 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 5.10 BBC News. 5.20 
Regional Programme. 5.30 Pointless 
Celebrities. 

6.20 Strictly Come Dancing. Strictly is 
nothing if not glamorous, but 
there are a few extra sparkles this 
week as the contestants take their 
inspiration from the silver screen 
in a movie-themed show, with Len 
Goodman, Bruno Tonioli, Craig 
Revel Florwood and Darcey 
Bussell deciding who is a 
blockbuster and who is a box- 
office flop. As ever, Tess Daly 
introduces the twinkle-toed stars, 
while Claudia Winkleman chats to 
them after their performances - 
and watch out too for the 
rofessionals, who will no doubt 
e kicking off the show off with a 
spirited effort. 

8.25 Doctor Who. The concluding 
edition of a two-part tale - told in 
reverse - takes the Time Lord to a 
remote Army outpost, where a 
fearsome alien warlord known as 
The Fisher King sets in motion a 
devious plan to ensure his own 
survival. Sci-fi drama, starring 
Peter Capaldi and Jenna Coleman, 
with guests Paul Kaye and Peter 
Serafinowicz. 

9.10 Casualty. Cal finds himself back 
on an even keel, but it remains to 
be seen whether things will 
improve for him from here. 

10.00 The National Lottery Live. The 
all-important winning numbers, 
including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, are revealed 
by Gaby Roslin. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. A hypnotist 
provides the entertainment at the 
triplets’ baptism - and Agnes soon 
finds herself under his spell. (R) 

11.00 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides. (2011) 

Captain Jack Sparrow’s search for 
the fountain of youth leads to a 
battle with the dreaded pirate 
Blackbeard. Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Johnny Depp; 
National Lottery Update. 

1.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


6.25 Formula 1: Russian Grand Prix— 
Practice One Replay. (R) 8.15 Formula 1: 
Russian Grand Prix - Practice Two 
Replay. (R) 9.55 Live Formula 1: Russian 
Grand Prix- Practice Three. 11.05 The 
Women’s Football Show. (R) 11.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great British 
Menu. (R) 1.30 Great British Menu. (R) 

2.30 Formula 1 Rewind. 3.30 Coast. (R) 
4.00 World’s Weirdest Events. (R) 5.00 
Flog It! (R) 

6.00 The Hairy Bikers’Northern 

Exposure. Si King and Dave Myers 
take DN A tests to find out if they 
have any Viking ancestry, before 
heading for Stockholm and taking 
a ferry to the island of Gotland. 

Last in the series. (R) 

7.00 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
tackles seasonal jobs at 
Longmeadow, while in the third of 
her films about how plants work, 
Carol Klein investigates the 
science of stems. (R) 

7.30 Patagonia: Earth’s Secret 
Paradise. Life in the treacherous 
seas that surround the 4,000-mile 
coast of the South American 
wilderness, including rockhopper 
penguins, seals and orcas. Last in 
the series. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
enlists an unusual recruit to the 
platoon. Vintage comedy, starring 
John Le Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Ted Hughes: Stronger Than 
Death. Documentary examining 
how the poet’s life shaped his 
work, including an interview with 
his daughter Frieda, as well as 
testimony from family members, 
friends and fellow writers. 

10.30Ql. Sarah Millican, Jason Manford 
and Bill Bailey join regular panellist 
Alan Davies as host Stephen Fry 
asks a range of unusual questions 
on the topic of keeps. (R) 

11.00 Cradle to Grave. Danny finds 
himself at a crossroads with the 
fabulous Miss Blondel - or as he is 
now allowed to call her, Louise - 
and Fred demonstrates his keen 
sense of hearing with money. (R) 

11.30 Boy Meets Girl. As the party 
preparations get underway, Pam 
learns the truth about Judy, while 
Leo has a special question to ask 
her. But things do not turn out as 
he expected. Last in the series. (R) 

12.00 Film: Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil. (1997) 2.25 Film: Lady 
Caroline Lamb. (1972) 4.25 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 

(R) 7.05 Fish Flooks. 7.25 Adventure 
Time. 7.45 Marvel Avengers Assemble. 

8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 10.20 
Countrywise. (R) 10.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 10.55 The X Factor. (R) 12.55 
Downton Abbey. (R) 2.00 Rugby World 
Cup. Scotland v Samoa (Kick-off 
2.30pm). 4.30 Rugby World Cup. 
Australia v Wales (Kick-off 4.45pm). 

6.55 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 ITV News; Weather. 

7.15 Rugby World Cup. England v 
Uruguay (Kick-off 8.00pm). John 
Inverdale presents coverage of the 
final match in Pool A, which takes 
place at Manchester City Stadium. 
There has only been one previous 
meeting between these nations 
prior to this clash, which took 
place at the 2003 World Cup in 
Australia. That fixture was an 
incredibly one-sided affair, as 
England recorded an emphatic 
111-13 triumph in what was also 
their concluding pool-stage match 
of that tournament. Anything other 
than an English win tonight will be 
seen as a huge surprise, and 
Stuart Lancaster will hope the 
expected victory proves to be as 
good an omen for the current side, 
given that the 2003 squad went on 
to lift the Webb Ellis Cup. With 
analysis from Jonny Wilkinson, 
Clive Woodward and Lawrence 
Dallaglio, and commentary by Nick 
Mullins and Ben Kay. 

10.15Throughthe Keyhole. Dave Berry, 
Michael Buerk and Ashley Roberts 
try to guess which mystery 
celebrities have invited Keith 
Lemon to poke through their 
personal belongings. Last in the 
series. 

11.15 ITV News; Weather. 

11.35 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 

Action from Scotland v Samoa, 
Australia v Wales and England v 
Uruguay, which took place at St 
James’ Park, Twickenham and 
Manchester City Stadium 
respectively. 

12.50 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas. 
3.00 Show Me the Telly. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.35 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.00 
The Grid. 7.30 FIM Superbike World 
Championship. 8.00 The Morning Line. 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
The Big Bang Theory. 10.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. 10.55 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 11.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 11.55 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.25 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 1.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Newmarket and York. 

4.10 Channel 4 News. 4.35 Couples 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.20 Couples 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Location, Location, Location. 
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer 
help prospective buyers in Cardiff, 
including Jo and Steve, who are 
relocating from Bristol to cut down 
on Jo’s commute to work. (R) 

7.00 Celebrity Benchmark. Vic Reeves 
and Jimmy Carr battle it out for the 
contestant’s chair as Paddy 
McGuinness hosts another star- 
studded round of the game show. 
This week, the Benchmarkers are 
Joey Essex, Chris Ramsey, Lesley 
Joseph, John Thomson, Jason 
Byrne, Amanda Byram, Mark 
Watson, Edwina Currie and Stevi 
Ritchie, and the star who wins the 
opening duel must assess how 
well the celebrity panel answered 
to a series of tricky numerical 
questions if they hope to win 
£50,000 for their chosen charity. 
8.00 Britain’s Best Loved Sitcoms. 

Part two of two. The countdown of 
the UK’s favourite comedies 
concludes and the nation’s 
favourite sitcom is revealed. 
Tamsin Greig narrates. 

9.00 At Home with Steph and Dorn. 
Chat show with the much-loved 
couple from Gogglebox, as they 
host a series of celebrity dinners at 
their plush B&B, The Salutation. 
Viewers get to see the couple 
entertain the likes of Jerry 
Springer, Jason Donovan, Louis 
Walsh and Phil Tufnell, finding our 
more about their guests in a 
succession of wine-fuelled and 
opinionated evenings. 

10.05 Film: Tower Heist. (2011) The 
manager of an apartment complex 
recruits a thief to steal back his 
friends’ pension fund from a Wall 
Street fraudster. Crime comedy, 
starring Ben Stiller. 

12.10 Sex Diaries: Gigolos. (R) 1.10 
Josh Widdicombe: And Another Thing. 
(R) 2.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man: SU2C 
Special. (R) 3.00 Hollyoaks. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Cowboy Builders. 

(R) 11.30 Cowboy Builders. (R) 12.30 
Cowboy Builders. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Columbo: Grand Deceptions. (1989) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 3.25 
Film: Columbo: Ashes to Ashes. (1998) 
Detective drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Patrick McGoohan. 5.15 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Kevin Stokes and Brian 
O’Shaughnessy get into a doorstep 
confrontation with a debtor who 
wants to prove her family business 
is bankrupt. However, when 
tempers flare Brian is assaulted and 
the agents call the police. 

Elsewhere, Paul Bohill and Steve 
Pinner face evicting three 
properties owned by the same 
landlord in north London, and Brian 
and Delroy Anglin collect £2,000 
debt owed to a vet in Kent. (R) 

7.05 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, including 
martial arts, dating difficulties, and 
a wipe-out at the Typhoon Lagoon. 
7.35 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, including a 
man filling up his pick-up truck 
with water and schoolboys 
learning how gravity affects balls. 
8.00 Now That’s Funny! Amusing 

Internet-sourced videos, including 
pleasure seekers getting more 
than they bargained for at an 
amusement park and people who 
make fooling about at work an art 
form. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. George 
Riley presents extended highlights 
of the weekend’s top matches from 
League One and League Two, 
including Sheffield United v 
Rochdale, Walsall v Burton Albion, 
Cambridge United v Portsmouth 
and Oxford United v AFC 
Wimbledon. Plus, a round-up of 
the main talking points, and 
interviews with a selection of 
players and managers. Former 
Sunderland left-back Michael Gray 
provides analysis in the studio. 
10.00 Most Shocking Talent Show 

Moments. Countdown of 50 of the 
most memorable moments from 
TV talent shows. (R) 

12.50 The Gadget Show. (R) 1.40 
SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire Vet. 

(R) 4.00 Body Donors. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.05 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.05 Russell Howard’s Good News 9.35 
Film: Tropic Thunder (2008) 11.15 
Family Guy 1.25 Together 1.55 Asian 
Provocateur 2.25 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 2.55 Don’t Tell the Bride 3.55 Great 
Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of the Fifth 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Three Men Go to Scotland 8.00 
Burma, My Father and the Forgotten 
Army 9.00 Beck: The Hospital Murders 
10.25 Spike Milligan: Love, Light and 
Peace 11.55 Top of the Pops: 1980 12.30 
Music for Misfits: The Story of Indie 1.30 
Indie Classics at the BBC 2.30 Tales from 
the Tour Bus: Rock ’n’ Roll on the Road 
3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The Cube 12.05 Tricked 1.05 The 
Hot Desk: Alesha Dixon 1.20 The X Factor 
3.20 The Xtra Factor 4.20 Catchphrase 
Celebrity Special 5.20 Film: Beethoven 
(1992) 7.05 Film: She’s the Man (2006) 
9.10 Film: American Pie: The Wedding 
(2003) 11.15 Celebrity Juice 12.05 The 
Almost Impossible Gameshow 1.05 
Release the Hounds 1.55 Tricked 2.45 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.15 Inspector Morse 2.30 Film: Emma 
(1996) 4.55 Lewis 6.55 Doc Martin 8.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Lewis 12.05 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.40 Film: Battle of the Bulge (1965) 
3.00 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 5.45 Film: 
Police Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol 
(1987) 7.30 Storage Wars: New York 
8.00 Storage Wars 9.00 Storage Wars: 
New York 9.25 River Monsters 10.30 
Euro 2016 Qualifier Highlights 12.00 
Film: The Big Lebowski (1998) 2.20 
Nitro Circus 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

I. 00 Film: Planet 51 (2009)2.45 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.00 Rude(ish) Tube 5.05 Film: 
Marley and Me (2008) 7.30 The Big Bang 
Theory: Top 5 Howard 10.00 Gogglebox 

II. 40 Tattoo Fixers 12.40 The 
Inbetweeners 1.50 The IT Crowd 2.45 
How I Met Your Mother 3.30 The New 
Normal 3.55 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
Film4 

11.00 Mysterious Island (1961) 1.00 We 
Bought a Zoo (2011) 3.35 Iron Man 
(2008) 6.05 The Karate Kid (2010) 9.00 
Taken 2 (2012) 10.50 Crimson Peak- 
Exclusive Preview 10.55 Hellboy (2004) 



129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 


Launch of our 
Bi Folding Door Range 

Probably one of the single largest investments in 
your property you will ever make which will give 
you years of pleasure 


Why not pop 
in and speak 
with Steve 


Vicar Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8RG 
Tel: 01384 456744 Fax: 01384 213013 
Email: prestigewindows@btconnect.com 
www.prestigewindowsdudley.co.uk 


Any carpet 
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SIVE 

CARP 

ETlNfpR 

CLEARANCE 


Free Quotes 
Free Local Delivery 
Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


double time down to 


MY & NAVY STORE 


Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 
Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 


BOOK NOW, FITTED 
FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Need a New Carpet, New Boiler? 

There is always something that needs 
doing before Christmas ....So book your 
appointment and get your free Quote now .... 
Christmas will be here before you Know It. 

{fa ...'fy&ct fatow. it ‘79t<&6e& Settle . 


iew Boiler & Radiators, 
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DRIBS 

from 

£550 
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ECOPIPE 

ofii VICES fU 

P Ptumbtnq & Heating Solutions 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 
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SUNDAY’S TV OCTOBER 11 


CHOICE 



Claire Danes 


Homeland 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

One of the most talked about 
American dramas of recent 
years is back for a new run, and 
life seems a little easier for 
Homeland’s bipolar heroine 
Carrie Mathison (Claire Danes). 
When we first met her in 2012, 
she was trying to ascertain 
whether Nicholas Brody, the US 
soldier and PoW, had been 
turned by al-Qaeda and was 
planning an atrocity on American 
soil. When we catch up with her, 
it’s two years since the on/off 
CIA officer’s tenure as 
Islamabad station chief. Series 
five sees her in Berlin, estranged 
from the CIA and employed as a 
German philanthropist’s head of 
security. In episode one, Carrie’s 
peace is threatened when a 
request from her boss forces her 
back towards the dangerous 
world she left behind. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Live Formula 1: Russian Grand 

Prix. 2.15 Sunday Politics. 3.20 The 

Great British Bake Off: The Final. (R) 

4.20 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.50 

Points of View. 5.05 Lifeline. 5.15 Songs 

of Praise. 5.50 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. Matt Baker joins 
wildlife photographer Gary Lomas 
in recording the annual red deer 
rut in Cheshire’s Lyme Park, and 
meets a TV actor who gave up 
showbusiness to become a 
National Trust Ranger. Helen 
Skelton goes looking for rare bats 
and visits a family who make 
bespoke gin. Tom Heap 
investigates mental health issues 
in the farming community, James 
Wong makes quince jelly and 
Adam Henson reveals what makes 
Dartmoor sheep and ponies 
special. Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman host the results show, 
as the judges choose between the 
two couples with the lowest 
scores. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team visit the Royal 
William Yard in Plymouth, where 
they cast their eyes over Lord 
Nelson’s doorknobs, and a 
diamond necklace the length of a 
skipping rope. 

9.00 From Darkness. Another body is 
discovered, which seems to have 
been left as a message for Claire. 
Norrie feels he and Claire are being 
dragged apart, as personal and 
professional issues collide. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Sir Alex Ferguson: Secrets of 
Success. Former BBC Political 
Editor Nick Robinson interviews the 
retired Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson, who shares his 
perspectives on motivation, 
discipline and leadership. 

11 .30 Rooney: The Man Behind the 
Goals. Gary Lineker presents a 
profile of England’s all-time 
leading scorer, talking to the 
Manchester United striker, his 
family and a host of people from 
the world of football. (R) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.45 The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.30 
Countryfile. (R) 8.30 Gardeners’ World. 
(R) 9.00 The Beechgrove Garden. 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Great 
British Menu. (R) 12.00 Great British 
Menu; (R) Weather for the Week Ahead. 

I. 05 Film: How the West Was Won. 
(1962) 3.30 Flog It! Trade Secrets. (R) 
4.00 The Railway: Keeping Britain on 
Track. (R) 5.00 Rugby League: Super 
League Grand Final Highlights. 

6.00 Don’t Panic-How to End Poverty 
in 15 Years. Professor Hans 
Rosling explores the target of 
eradicating worldwide poverty by 
looking at dramatic human stories, 
as well as examining data on 
recent global progress. (R) 

7.00 Licence to Thrill-Paul 

Hollywood Meets Aston Martin. 
The Great British Bake Off’s Paul 
Hollywood indulges his passion 
for Aston Martin cars, test-driving 
various models, and making an 
attempt to join one of Aston’s 
racing teams. (R) 

8.00 Earth’s Wildest Waters: The Big 
Fish. New series. Ben Fogle 
presents a fishing challenge in 
which anglers test their skill in the 
world’s most inhospitable areas. 
The contestants fish the freezing 
waters of Iceland. 

9.00 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside 
the RAF. New series. Documentary 
following the Red Arrows, the 
RAF’s aerobatics display team 
through a summer display season, 
including an ambitious 
performance over Buckingham 
Palace. 

10.00 Family Guy. Brian goes to 
obedience classes. 

10.25 Family Guy. Meg becomes 
infatuated with a popular boy at 
school. 

10.45 Family Guy. Peter tells the story of 
Christmas-with a twist. 

II. 05Top Coppers. Mahogany meets 

one of his childhood heroes when 
the star of a hit sci-fi show 
receives death threats, and Rust 
decides to chase fame and fortune 
by becoming an actor. Previously 
seen on BBC Three. 

11. 35 Film: Chances Are. (1989) A man 
reincarnated without memories of 
the past starts to recall his former 
life when he unwittingly meets his 
daughter. Romantic comedy, with 
Cybill Shepherd. 

1.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.20 
Holby City. (R) 3.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 

(R) 7.05 Fish Hooks. 7.25 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. 7.45 Marvel Avengers 
Assemble. 8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 9.00 Horrible 
Science. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 

11.20 ITV News; Weather. 11.30 Rugby 
World Cup. Argentina v Namibia (Kick-off 
12.00pm). 2.10 Rugby World Cup. Italy 
v Romania (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.20 
Rugby World Cup. France v Ireland 
(Kick-off 4.45pm). 

6.50 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.55 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The X Factor. Oily Murs and 
Caroline Flack present the climax 
of the Six Chair Challenge. Judges 
Rita Ora, Simon Cowell, Cheryl 
Fernandez-Versini and Nick 
Grimshaw must each select six 
acts to take a place in the live 
shows. However, contestants who 
put in an impressive performance 
are not out of the woods, as the 
judges have the freedom to 
change their minds at any point in 
the show. 

9.00 Downton Abbey. Tom and Sybbie 
return to Downton, but the peace 
is disrupted by an unexpected visit 
from an old friend. Baxter is faced 
with a dilemma after an encounter 
with Sergeant Willis, while 
Thomas struggles to fill Carson’s 
shoes. Anna goes to London with 
Mary to deal with a crisis, while 
her secrets seem likely to be 
exposed. Daisy is not happy with 
Cora, and Mary has an admirer. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Rugby World Cup Highlights. 
Martin Bayfield presents action 
from the final four pool-stage 
matches, which were France v 
Ireland, Argentina v Namibia, Italy 
v Romania and USA v Japan. 

11.15 Perspectives: In Charlie 
Chaplin’s Footsteps. Monty 
Python star Terry Jones, a long¬ 
time fan of silent comedy, offers a 
personal appraisal of the man who 
arguably changed the face of film 
comedy in the 1920s. (R) 

12.15 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 1.15 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 3.00 
Motorsport UK. 3.45 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights. 4.35 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.30 Film: Step Up 3. (2010) Dance 
drama sequel, starring Rick Malambri. 

2.35 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events. (2004) Comedy 
adventure, starring Jim Carrey. 4.40 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 5.40 
Homes by the Sea. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Men in Black3. (2012) An 
alien criminal escapes from a 
prison on the moon and goes back 
in time on a mission of revenge, 
changing the course of history. 
Agent J of the top-secret Earth 
defence organisation follows him 
back to 1969, and joins forces with 
a younger version of his mentor 
Agent K to set things right. Sci-fi 
comedy sequel, starring Will 
Smith, Josh Brolin and Tommy 
Lee Jones. Edited for language and 
violence. 

9.00 Homeland. New series. Having 
left the CIA, Carrie tries to get on 
with her new life in Berlin but 
realises she is now the one who is 
a target and no longer has Saul 
and Quinn to rely on. Thriller, 
starring Claire Danes. 

10.00 Experimental. Tim Shaw builds a 
giant catapult to fire Buddy out of 
and a propelled swivel chair. The 
duo also head to Georgia to carry 
out a dangerous stunt testing the 
science of acceleration. 

11.05 Film: Predators. (2010) Hardened 
fighters from across the globe are 
taken to an alien jungle planet to 
become prey in a big-game hunt. 
Sci-fi thriller sequel, starring 
Adrien Brody and Topher Grace. 

1.00 Film: Animal Kingdom. (2010) An 
orphaned teenager is adopted into his 
grandmother’s criminal family, and must 
decide where his loyalties lie. Crime 
thriller, with James Frecheville and Guy 
Pearce. 2.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.35 Fifteen to One. Sandi Toksvig hosts 
the general knowledge quiz, in which 15 
contestants test themselves against their 
rivals. (R) 5.25 1001 Things You Should 
Know. Journalist and presenter Jon 
Snow and interior designer Celia Sawyer 
are among the experts challenging three 
more contestants. Presented by Sandi 
Toksvig. (R) 5.55 How I Met Your 
Mother. Barney seduces Marshall’s 
professor. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.05 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.20 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.00 Zackand 
Quack. (R) 8.15 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.30 Jelly Jamm. (R) 8.50 
LazyTown. (R) 9.15 Dora and Friends. 

(R) 9.45 SpongeBob SquarePants. 

10.20 Access. 10.25 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 11.25 Film: Hoodwinked. 
(2005) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Anne Hathaway. 12.55 Film: Tinker 
Bell and the Lost Treasure. (2009) 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Mae Whitman. 2.30 Film: Tuck 
Everlasting. (2002) Disney fantasy, with 
Alexis Bledel. 4.10 Film: The Princess 
Diaries 2: Royal Engagement. (2004) 
Family comedy sequel, starring Anne 
Hathaway. 

6.20 5 News Weekend. 

6.25 Film: The Count of Monte Cristo. 

(2002) A sailor falls foul of the 
schemes of his so-called closest 
friend, and ends up languishing in 
prison for 13 years, wrongly 
accused of treason. After spending 
his sentence plotting revenge on 
the traitor, he eventually manages 
to escape and poses as a wealthy 
nobleman to gain access to his 
target. Swashbuckling adventure 
based on the novel by Alexandre 
Dumas, starring Jim Caviezel, Guy 
Pearce, Richard Harris and 
Dagmara Dominczyk. 

9.00 Film: Parker. (2013) Premiere. A 
thief is betrayed and left for dead 
by his partners in crime. He learns 
they are planning a diamond heist 
in a wealthy neighbourhood, so 
poses as a millionaire wanting to 
buy a house in the area. A real- 
estate agent sees through the 
disguise and helps him get even by 
stealing the gems from his 
traitorous gang. Action thriller, 
with Jason Statham and Jennifer 
Lopez. Edited for language. 

11. 25 Film: Layer Cake. (2004) A 
cocaine dealer planning to go 
straight is sent to find a mobster’s 
drug-addicted daughter and a 
stolen shipment of Ecstasy. Crime 
thriller, with Daniel Craig and 
Michael Gambon. 

1.25 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Super Skyscrapers: 
Building London’s Cheesegrater. (R) 

4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Formula 1 - Russian Grand Prix 
Highlights 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Film: 

Scream (1996) 11.45 Family Guy 12.25 
American Dad! 12.50 Family Guy 1.10 
Together 1.40 Asian Provocateur 2.10 
KKK: The Fight for White Supremacy 
3.10 Russell Howard’s Good News 3.40 
Dead Air 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Search for Life: The Drake 
Equation 8.00 Simon Armitage in 
Conversation with Tony Harrison 9.00 
Return to Larkinland 10.00 The Sky at 
Night 10.30 Black Roses: The Killing of 
Sophie Lancaster 11.15 Twin Sisters: A 
World Apart 12.15 Film: Storyville: Buck 
- The Real Horse Whisperer (201 1)1.40 
Simon Armitage in Conversation with 
Tony Harrison 2.40 Black Roses: The 
Killing of Sophie Lancaster 3.25 Close 
ITV2 

11.45 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 

12.45 Catchphrase 1.30 The Very Best of 
You’ve Been Framed! 2.35 Film: 
Stormbreaker (2006) 4.25 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 6.15 Film: Hulk 
(2003) 9.00 The Xtra Factor 10.00 Film: 
Casino Royale (2006) 12.55 Viral Tap 

I. 40 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.00 Kesha: The Hot Desk 2.10 
Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.25 Lewis 2.25 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 4.25 Film: The Prince and the 
Showgirl (1 957) 6.50 Foyle’s War 9.00 
Sunday Night at the Palladium 10.00 
Birds of a Feather 10.30 City Lights 11.35 
Film: Death Becomes Her (1 992) 1.35 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 

ITV4 

6.30 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights 7.30 Rugby World Cup. USA v 
Japan (Kick-off 8.00pm). 10.20 Film: 
Invictus (2009) 1.00 Film: The Dead Pool 
(1988) 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.20 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.30 
Couples Come Dine with Me 4.35 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Gl Joe: The Rise 
of Cobra (2009) 11.20 The Inbetweeners 

12.30 The IT Crowd 1.35 Rude Tube 2.35 
Rules of Engagement 3.20 2 Broke Girls 
Film4 

II. 00 Bugsy Malone (1976) 1.00 
Anastasia (1997) 2.55 Pride and 
Prejudice (2005) 5.25 Evolution (2001) 

7.25 The Animal (2001) 9.00 Apocalypto 
(2006) 11.40 Joy Ride (2001) 1.40 
Dogtooth (2009) 3.40 Close 




Sherborne Wharf 


EVERY 
DAY FROM 
1ST DECEMBER 
THROUGH TO 
CHRISTMAS EVE 


4 Sheepcote Street, Birmingham, B16 8AE Tel: 0121 455 6163 or 0121 200 2223 
www.sherbornewharf.co.ukwww.fiddleandbone.co.uk 


SUNDAY 

BUFFET CRUISES 

Best Boat Trips from Convention Centre 


11th October • 25th October 


8th November • 22nd November 


Join us for a cruise, with commentary, to explore 
some of Birmingham’s historic waterways. 

All boats are centrally heated and 
equipped with bar and toilets. 

SUNDAY BUFFET CRUISES 

£16.50 per person 12.30 - 2.30pm 
FREE bottle of wine per table /Call for information 


PIDDLE 

NE 


refurbished Fiddle & Bone 

1. Observe a slice of canal life whilst enjoying a drink 
(outside seating area overlooking the canal) 

2. Listen to local musicians 

3. Enjoyfirst class food 

4. Four Bars to choose from 

5. Function room for hire 

6. Multi-Storey car park opposite thefront door 


7 ri 9th Oct 
at 10th Oct 
un 11th Oct 
7 ri 16th Oct 

at 17th Oct 
bn 18th Oct 


Bang on the Ear 
TheJents 
Terry Clark Band 
Lucas D& the 
Groove Ghetto 
Quad Rocks 
Ann Duggan Band 


Celtic Rock 

Pop/Rock 

Blues/Jazz/soul 

Funk/Soul 

Pop/Rock 

Rock/Blues 


THE ORIGINAL 

Search For Santa 


Tickets £9.50 each 
Parties Special Price 
£8.50 each 

(of 15 people or more) 
Booking is essential to avoid disappointment, 
never too early - it could be too late! 


Every child receives 
a gift, babies under 
12 months go free 
and we do not allow 
unaccompanied adults! 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 25 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Good Witch’s Gift, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Cassandra Nightingale’s fiance proposes and they 
decide to get married at Christmas - leaving very little 
time to prepare for the big day. However, their 
marriage is threatened when a face from the groom’s 
past arrives in town. Family drama sequel, starring 
Catherine Bell, Chris Potter and Laura Bertram. (2010) 


TUESDAY 

Good Witch, Bad Witch, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Cassandra Nightingale runs for mayor and considers 
starting a family, while also receiving a visit from her 
estranged niece. While seemingly helpful and friendly, 
the newfound relative is secretly jealous of 
Cassandra’s perfect life and seeks to turn her friends 
against her. Fourth in the drama series, starring 
Catherine Bell and Matthew Knight. (2011) 


WEDNESDAY 

Client Seduction, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A lawyer who has made her career defending wealthy 
clients decides to perform an act of charity by 
representing a homeless man accused of murder. 
However, as the case gets under way, she realises 
the defendant is guilty, and that he is seducing her 
daughter as part of a plot to avoid justice. Thriller, 
starring Ally Sheedy and Rhys Ward. (2014) 



The Disappearance of Alice Creed, 
Friday, BBC1,11.50pm 


THURSDAY 

Tombstone, Channel 5,10pm 

Renowned marshal Wyatt Earp becomes a 
professional gambler in the town of Tombstone, but is 
forced out of his retirement to take on a gang of 
hellraising villains no one else is prepared to stand up 
to. Joining forces with his brothers and drunken 
gunslinger Doc Holliday, he gets ready to face them in 
a showdown at the OK Corral. Western, starring Kurt 
Russell, Val Kilmer and Bill Paxton. (1993) 


FRIDAY 

The Disappearance of Alice Creed, BBC1,11.50pm 

Two criminals kidnap the daughter of a wealthy family, 
with the intention of demanding a ransom. However, 
the hostage is not the helpless victim she appears. 
Thriller, with Gemma Arterton, Eddie Marsan and 
Martin Compston. (2009) 


River banks on success 
in his latest murder case 


G iven the BBC’s passion for 
Euro thrillers such as Spiral, 
The Killing and Wallander, it 
was inevitable that we’d see more 
dramas mixed the best talent from 
here and there. 


secrets, our hero has to question 
everything he thought he knew about 
his friend. 


And when it comes to A-list 
Scandinavian talent, you don’t get 
much better than Stellan Skarsgard. 


Okay, some of his dad dancing in 
Mamma Mia may have been 
questionable, but his string of credits, 
from Good Will Hunting and the US 
version of Girl With The Dragon Tattoo 
have helped make him one of 
Hollywood’s go-to guys when 
searching for Swedish talent. 

Here he plays John River, a brilliant 
but troubled police officer, while 
Nicola Walker almost steals the show 
as his late colleague, Detective 
Sergeant Jackie ‘Stevie’ Stevenson, a 
lover of cheesy music and fast food. 

When a murder suspect jumps to 
his death while being pursued by 
River, the pressure and scrutiny that 
surrounds him escalates fast. 


Stellan admits it’s not the easiest of 
dramas to sum up. 

“If it was a normal TV series it 
would be rather easy to tell you about 
it but it’s not and that’s why I’m in it," 
he explains. “You could say it’s a 
crime story on the surface, but it’s 
really more about a person’s 
breakdown or his psychological 
status.” 


All brilliant TV detectives need a 
gimmick, whether it’s Fitz’s gambling 
or Ironside’s wheelchair, and John 
River’s selling point is his fractured 
mental state. 


As the investigation into Stevie’s 
murder begins to reveal her deepest 


“We’ve heard a lot about people 
that hear voices, but he actually sees 
those people as well that he’s talking 
to, and very often it is victims of crime 
that pop up and have conversations 
with him. They’re not like ghosts, 
they’re his own creations.” 

Penned by acclaimed writer Abi 
Morgan, one of the brains behind 
Shame, The Iron Lady, and new 
movie Suffragette, her script was a 


key reason the actor signed up. 

“I took the job for her writing 
because it doesn’t look like anything 
else,” explains Stellan. “Her writing is 
not linear. It’s more filled with odd 
impulses. 

“It throws you from one thought to 
another thought in a less organised 
way, and to me that resembles life 
much more than a lot of the writing 
you get which is extremely structured 
and polished and is by the book of 
‘How to Write a Screenplay”’ 

Obviously cast and crew are hoping 
the series proves a hit, but as four of 
Skarsgard’s recent films grossed 
more than $4billion between them, 
and with more helpings of Thor and 
Avengers on the way, finding time to 
make series two might be a little 
tricky. 

However, with a fine supporting 
cast, including Adeel Akhtar as 
Detective Sergeant Ira King; Lesley 
Manville as Chief Inspector Chrissie 
Read, and Eddie Marsan as a killer 
who harasses the eponymous crime 
buster, hopefully this is one River that 
will run and run. 



Stellan Skarsgard stars in River, Tuesday, BBC1, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The Great British Bake Off - Masterclass 
BBC2,7pm 

If you’re one of the millions of viewers who have 
spent the past few weeks marvelling over The 
Great British Bake Off, then the likes of Nadiya 
Jamir Hussain, Tamal Ray and Ian Cumming have 
become minor yet worthy TV stars. Chances are 
their skills in the GBBO tent may have inspired you 
to dig out that dusty cake tin and have a go at your 
own adventures in the kitchen. Of course, 
inspiration is one thing, but good, solid guidance 
doesn’t hurt either, and that’s where this series 
comes in handy. ‘Proving’ they know what they’re 
talking about, no-nonsense judges Paul Hollywood 
(aka ‘the male judge’) and Mary Berry take over the 
tent to demonstrate how the contest’s challenges 
should be done with a series of tutorials. 


men. Making use of unprecedented access to the 
operating theatre, the film outlines the surgeons 
remove breasts and craft functioning penises for 
their patients. The documentary also explores the 
confident online community of young trans men, 
who have started to bare all on social media. 


TUESDAY 
Girls to Men 
Channel 4,10pm 

Channel 4’s Born in the Wrong Body strand, which 
explores the lives of young transgender people in 
Britain and America, continues. This time, the 
spotlight falls on the experiences of three young 
Britons, who have opted to undergo extraordinary 
surgical procedures to fulfil their dreams of living as 


WEDNESDAY 
The Apprentice 
BBC1, 9pm 

New series. Alan Sugar begins his 11th search for a 
new business partner, offering the hopefuls a 
£250,000 investment in a new start-up company. 
This year, Claude Littner replaces Nick 
as Lord Sugar’s new advisor and ‘eyes 
and ears’ alongside Karren Brady. As 
usual, the millionaire gives the 
candidates his introductory pep talk, 
after which the entrepreneurs are 
divided into teams for the first task - 
selling two fish-based products to 
hungry Londoners. The pressure to 
perform is on, and the contestants 
are reminded of just how unforgiving 
the process is when they arrive in the 
boardroom, where the challenge is 
picked apart and one candidate 
is fired. 


THURSDAY 

George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Two sheds have got to be better than one, right? 
Well, not for a couple featured in this week’s 
programme. Their garden has been the home of two 
air raid shelters for more than 70 
years. These structures are showing 
their age, and now the owners want 
to turn them into rather swanky 
sheds - the problem is, they can’t 
agree who will take charge of 
which. Hopefully George can 
mediate for them. Also appearing is 
Guinnie who, at the tender age 
of 12, is the series’ 


modest project; George himself takes another trip to 
Germany to see how a water tower has been turned 
into a luxury home. 



youngest-ever designer. 
She’s getting help from 
her builder dad to turn a 
book-based school 
project into a reality. 
Meanwhile, master 
craftsman Will Hardie 
visits a beach hut 
worth £1 million and 
continues work on 
his and George’s 
rather more 


FRIDAY 
TFI Friday 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. Chris Evans follows up his one-off 
edition aired in June, with the first of a brand new 
series of the lively entertainment show mixing 
music and chat with stunts and skits, proving that 
the ‘farewell-to-all-that’ nature of the previous 
offering was a little premature. Despite ongoing 
commitments to Radio 2 and now BBC Two’s Top 
Gear, the host has managed to find time to 
schedule eight new programmes into his diary, and 
it will be interesting to see whether the 
unpredictable, wild nature of the former incarnation 
can be replicated on an ongoing basis. 


Piers Morgan’s Life Stories 
I TV, 9pm 

Warwick Davis, who stands at 3ft 6, talks to Piers 
about his life and career, which includes supporting 
roles in both the Harry Potter and Star Wars films. 
The actor and presenter opens up about the 
struggles he and his wife Sam faced when starting 
a family. 





Multi Fuel Stoves 
Gas fires & Stoves 
Service available 
Consultation 


S Log Burning 
Mega Efficient 
Full Installation 
'J' Free Home 


HETAS 


■fi-Zw Fix" 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 



♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 
Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 

Light Oak 



Rosewood 

Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


FENSA 



Sparkling Christmas 
Party Nights 

•Threecourse meal 


• Entertainment 

• Novelties 

From £21.95 per person 

All Inclusive Party Nights 
from £43.95 


Call 0121455 9777 to book 
& quote STA2015 or visit 
www.hallmarkhotels.co.uk 
for more information 


Hallmark Hotel Birmingham Strathallan, 225 Hagley Road, 
hotels Edgbaston, Birmingham, B16 9RY 




Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 lOOO • 07956 416016 
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thefastticket 

BRAIN GYM No.346 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 | 

6 

19 

7 

20 

N 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. To erect or bring 
to the ground, we 
hear (5) 

8. Away from home to 
view the prospect 
(7) 

9. Runner allowed in 
different heat (7) 

10. Military body - 
almost a dead one! 

(5) 

12. Thrifty result of 
revising coal 
income (10) 

15 & 18Ac. Do they 
sell fingers for 
watches? (6-4,5) 

18. See 15 Across 

19. Keeping your head 
down for immersion 
(7) 

21. Business enterprise 
produces anxiety 
(7) 

22. Indicate the 
policeman’s duty 
(5) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. Compel (5) 

1. Womanish (10) 

8. Fatty (7) 

2. Big (5) 

9. Specimen (7) 

10. Boundary (5) 

3. Aid (4) 

4. Bets (6) 

5. Force out (8) 

12. Nonconformity (10) 

6. Note (7) 

15. Star-gazer (10) 

11. Intruder (10) 

18. Spare (5) 

13. Solitary (8) 

19. Good health (7) 

21. Food principle (7) 

14. Post (7) 

16. Affront (6) 

17. Kingly (5) 

22. Position (5) 

20. Kind (4) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid last week’s 

below so that solut ons > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 
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4 
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8 

7 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Conspires; 8 Ran; 9 Drop 
of water; 11 Pattern; 12 Rinse; 13 Reform; 15 
Serene; 17 Irons; 18 Instead; 20 Night-porter; 

22 Odd; 23 Solitaire. Down: 2 Oar; 3 Phone; 

4 Rowing; 5 Set free; 6 Arrangement; 7 In the 
lead; 10 Out of bounds; 11 Perdition; 14 Resigns; 
16 Pistol; 19 Stout; 21 Ear. QUICK - Across: 1 
Courtship; 8 Ego; 9 Replacement; 11 Breathe; 

12 Error; 13 United; 15 Renown; 17 Draws; 18 
Elevate; 20 Earnestness; 22 Sin; 23 Determine. 
Down: 2 Ode; 3 Tract; 4 Heeded; 5 Precede; 6 
Deteriorate; 7 Coherence; 10 Predicament; 11 
Boundless; 14 Ensured; 16 Revert; 19 Enter; 

21 Son. 


Down 

1. Radio engagements 
for extensive groups 
of actors (10) 

2. Having drunk too 
much in need of 
relaxation? (5) 

3. By Jove, she’ll be 
found among the 
bearers! (4) 

4. Up-to-date style by 
the Royal Navy (6) 

5. Cattle drover - or 
store-keeper? (8) 

6. It’s not wrong 
to mete out 
punishment (7) 

11. What a monopolistic 
fishmonger has! 
(4,6) 

13. Care isn’t used 
when container is 
upset (8) 

14. The tale of a 
nobleman, we hear 
(7) 

16. Not revealing 
chastisement (6) 

17. I’m twice returning 
to the capital of 
China to take off (5) 

20. Successfully handle 
clerical vestment (4) 


Niner 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


V 


In which year did The Independent 
newspaper launch in the UK? 

Who was Australian P.M. from 1949-66? 
Who was Foreign Secretary in the 
1974-6 Wilson government? 

Which composer wrote the ballet Billy 
The Kid? 

Which dwarf planet was discovered in 
1930 by Clyde Tombaugh? 


Who was the Roman goddess of the 
dawn? 

Between which two islands is the 
Denmark Strait? 

What is the Arabian camel also known 
as? 

Which Italian modern art movement was 
initiated by Marinetti? 

Who wrote the novel Washington 
Square? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 John Adams; 2 Tigris; 

3 Konstantin Chernenko; 4 Paul Dukas; 

5 A hooped petticoat; 6 William Schwenk; 

7 1956; 8 Charles de Gaulle; 9 St. Andrews; 
10 A revolving tray for holding condiments. 
Niner: DISCOVERY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

6878 gives a London district, 

9194 gives a London gallery, 

28536 gives a London sports venue. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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J 


PUZZLES 


Thinking space 


Express & Star 


CV 



= 


online 


job 

V, 

Xr 

search 


* 







advice 


DO YO U NEED H E L P 
T O _C L 1^1 B T H AT* 
C A R E E R LADDER? I 


REGISTER YOUR CV AND FIND YOUR PERFECT JOB 


REGISTER YOUR CV TODAY 


J0BS.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER@RECRUITMENTSTAR 



MNA Media 



































































































































PROPERTY 27 


Extended and detached 
residence is impressive 



A SPACIOUS residence, 199 Wolver¬ 
hampton Road, Sedgley has been 
improved and extended and is for 
sale through Skitts at £275,000. 

With gas central heating, double glazing with 
coloured glass windows and doors it has three 
reception rooms plus a garden room, a fitted 
kitchen with a built-in double oven, hob and 
cooker hood and dishwasher, plus a laundrette 
with a useful cloak room. 

On the first floor are three double bedrooms, a 
bathroom with separate bath and shower cubicle 
and stairs leading to the useful attic room. 

There is off-road parking for numerous vehi¬ 
cles with gated access leading to two separate 
garages, a garden room, garden store and de¬ 
lightful garden. The property also has stunning 
panoramic views to the rear. 

Contact Skitts on 01902 686868 or visit the 
website at www.skitts.net 




Open day chance to 
view stunning home 


AN open day is being held at 44 St James’s 
Road, Dudley, on Saturday with interested 
parties invited to make an appointment. 

This impressive and exceptionally spa¬ 
cious double-fronted traditional detached 
family residence is for sale through Connells 
at £399,999. 

There is also a generous 20ft living room, 
breakfast kitchen fitted with a vast range 
of units and integrated appliances and an 
island, stable door to a charming formal din¬ 
ing room, stairs to a galleried landing with 
French doors to a large roof terrace with 
far-reaching views, four double bedrooms, 
a luxury bathroom, 30ft garage/utility room 
and a large enclosed rear garden. To book a 
viewing slot contact (01384) 214770. 



Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 



31 LUPIN ROAD, 
DUDLEY 



THE WHEATSHEAF, BROMYARD ROAD, 
WHITB0URNE, WORCESTER 



59-60 TOWER STREET, 
DUDLEY 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C H A II T • It ■ O SURVIYOm 


Thursday 15th October 2015 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



FLAT ABOVE 303A LONG LANE, 
HALESOWEN 



128 STAFFORD STREET, 
DUDLEY 


22 STOURBRIDGE ROAD, 
KIDDERMINSTER 




27 DRAYTON ROAD, 
SMETHWICK 



CRADLEY HEATH LABOUR CLUB, 

5 GRAINGERS LANE, CRADLEY HEATH 



FORMER BOWLING GREEN & ALLOTMENT, 
CHURCH ROAD, WEOBLEY, HEREFORD 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Cavalier Drive£925 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished detached house within walking distance to Halesowen 
Town Centre and buses to Birmingham and Cradley Heath. This large 
house features a lovely living room, dining room, downstairs w.c., study, 
fitted kitchen, four bedrooms, master bedroom with en suite shower 
room, front & rear gardens, double garage and driveway parking. The 
property canbeavailableearlierthaiVtheadvertiseddat^EPC^^^^^ 


BRIERLEY HILL, Gayfield Avenue£775 pcm+Fees 
Superb modern & totally refurbished 4 bedroom detached house 
on this very popular estate. (Withymoor Village) Featuring an 
entrance hall leading to study room, downstairs w.c, large lounge 
with separate dining room, fitted kitchen with ‘Country Chef’ 
range cooker, 3 double bedrooms & 1 single, family bathroom 
withshoweyarag^ynvewa^loU^^Tiissedi^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Blackberry Lane£750 pcm+Fees 
A superb 2 bedroom detached house with separate annex 
to rear, fully refurbished to a high standard comprising of 2 
reception rooms, fitted breakfast kitchen, guest w.c., 2 double 
bedrooms, shower room, gas central heating, double glazing. 
Not to be missed. EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Attwood Street£650 pcm+Fees 

Large spacious corner end terrace available with 4 double bedrooms. 
Featuring, gch & double glazing, requiring internal inspection and comprising: 
hallway, 2 reception rooms both with feature fireplace, downstairs 4th 
bedroom, attractive re-fitted kitchen with fitted range cooker, gallery landing 
with 3 double bedrooms off, attractive house bathroom with corner suite and 
separate shPwej^ubicle^arag^n^leasan^purt^ai^^vailabl^pw^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Sanderson Place£650 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. A superb ground floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including open 
plan lounge/kitchen and diner, 2 double bedrooms, master 
with en-suite, further well appointed bathroom with shower, 
gas central heating, double glazing and allocated parking. 
EPC: B 


HALESOWEN, Margaret Avenue£575 pcm+Fees 
This unfurnished mid terraced property is ideally located for 
local shops and bus links into Birmingham City Centre and 
Stourbridge. The property features lounge, modern fitted 
kitchen, downstairs w.c, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower 
over bath. Also benefits from double glazing, gas central 
heating, reai^arder^n^rivewa^arfdn^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Talbot Street£575 pcm+Fees 

1st MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! A fabulous newly renovated mid-terrace house 
with complete re-wire, new alarm system, new roof, new ‘A’ rated Bosch boiler, 
gas central heating, new carpets & decorated throughout comprising of: 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 3 bedrooms, 
rear garden, on road parking. Ideally located a short distance from local shops, 
Cradlev Train Station and the number 9 bus route. Available Now. EPC: E 




ROWLEY REGIS, Clent View£550 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a new build property on a select development. 
This 2 bed end terrace is finished to an exceptional standard. The property 
features a spacious lounge with patio doors leading to a low maintenance 
garden, modern fitted kitchen with integrated cooker/hob, downstairs w.c, 
x2 double bedrooms both with large fitted wardrobes. Also benefits from off 
road rear parking for 2 cars, double glazing and gas central heating. EPC: C 


(EiSilfel 


TIPTON, Stanton Grove £550 pcm+Fees 

Modern semi-detached house in a quiet cul-de-sac position 
featuring a nice sized lounge with fireplace, fitted kitchen/ 
dining area, patio doors leading to rear garden, 2 good size 
bedrooms, master with fitted wardrobes & en-suite shower 
room & family bathroom, parking for 2 cars. Available 
immediately. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Whitehall Court£525 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located to Halesowen Town Centre is this well 
presented 1st floor flat with private entrance, hallway, kitchen 
with appliances, living room, bathroom with newly fitted 
shower, 2 good size bedrooms, communal garden & secure 
jgarkinc^yoai^^rogert^vailabl^ov^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Hope Street £495 pcm+Fees 

A fully refurbished ground floor apartment having spacious 
lounge, refitted kitchen with integrated oven and hob, 3 
bedrooms, refitted bathroom and newly fitted carpets. The 
apartment has a garage and gardens to front and rear, full 
doublejjlazin^nc^as central heating. EPC: D 


SEDGLEY, Tudor Vale £495 pcm+Fees 

Located in this ever popular cul-de-sac is this end mews 
house, briefly comprising of: gas central heating, spacious 
living room, fitted dining kitchen, downstairs WC, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, driveway 
Darkino. unfurnished. EPC: C 



ROWLEY REGIS, Mildred Way£495 pcm+Fees 

A beautifully presented and located in a quiet road, is this 
unfurnished split level semi detached bungalow, briefly 
comprising of: 1 gallery bedroom with walk in wardrobe, 
downstairs bathroom with shower, modern fitted kitchen, 
MlM^Jazingjgayarder^rivewa^aitdn^PC: 


TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £480 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern 2nd floor apartment which will benefit from 
a new internal re-decoration before the commencement of a 
new tenancy. Featuring 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, loft space, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, 2 allocated parking spaces, communal 
aardensjntemah4ewin^gcommende^egosi^75^PC^ 


NETHERTON, Round Street£475 pcm+Fees 

Set in a quiet road, is this lovely semi detached house. Featuring gas 
central heating, living room, fitted kitchen, 1 double and 1 single bedroom, 
house bathroom with shower, rear garden and driveway parking for 
2 cars. In very popular area and good transport links for Merry Hill. 2 
MONTHS DEPOSIT AND A GUARANTOR REQUIRED. (THE GUARANTOR 
MUST BE A HOME OWNER, FAMILY MEMBER AND WORKING) EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Leasowes Court£390 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 1st floor flat within walking distance to 
Halesowen and buses to Cradley Heath and Birmingham. 
This apartment has been re-carpeted and re-decorated and 
features living room, fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom with shower. Benefits include allocated parking, 
communak|arden^lectr1^ieatinc^PC^(^^^ 


LYE, High Street £385 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This split level flat 
above shops features a large lounge, kitchen with a dining 
area, 2 double bedrooms and a single bedroom, bathroom 
with shower, its own private garden terrace area, and is 
available jmmediatel^PCJB^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 

immediatel^PCJB^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


PROPERTY 


improvements blend 
with original features 



THIS traditional detached 
property in Spies Lane, Hale¬ 
sowen, combines modern 
improvements with original 
character. 

It is for sale through Taylors at 
£299,995 with no chain. It has a 
charming entrance hall, two good 
reception rooms and an extended 
kitchen with integral appliances, a 
ground floor WC. There are three bed¬ 
rooms (one en suite) and a bathroom 
with shower cubicle. There is a large 
garage with electric doors and land¬ 
scaped rear garden. 

Contact Taylors on 0121 5503978 or 
visit w ww. tay lor s-estateagents .co.uk 




Extended family house 
with a kitchen diner 



AN extended three-bed- 
roomed family home in Egg- 
ington Road, Stourbridge, 
comes with a re-fitted kitch¬ 
en/dining area. 

Also with a garage and off-road 
parking for several cars, it is for sale 
through Hicks Hadley at £329,950. 

With gas central heating and double 
glazing, it has an entrance hall with 
original parquet floor, a WC, a lounge 
with a diamond shaped window, leaded 
bay window and a feature fireplace. 
There is a sitting room with wooden 
floor and French doors, an integrated 
dishwasher, washing machine, tumble 
dryer, cooker space, ceramic flooring. 
Bedroom one has wardrobes, there 
are two further bedrooms and re-fit- 
ted bathroom with shower over bath 
and heated towel rail. Contact Hicks 
Hadley on 0121 5856667 or visit www. 
hickshadley.com 































































































































































humberstones 


Quinton: 0121 422 1188 29 
Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - DELIGHTFUL EXTENDED 5 DOUBLE BED DETACHED HOME IN CUL-DE-SAC 
LOCATION. Comprises of Entrance porch, entrance hall, study, downstairs WC, lounge/diner, 
conservatory, 23ft breakfast kitchen with separate utility, Ensuite to master, driving to front and 
large rear garden. UPVC DG, GCH, EPC Rating D 



EXTENDED & REFURBISHED detached family home. Lounge diner leading to EXTENDED REFITTED 
breakfast kitchen/family room, hall/study & D/S WC/Bathroom. 4 bedrooms, family bath¬ 
room. Garage & LARGE driveway. Extensive lawn rear garden. GCH & UPVC DG. EPC rating: TBC 



EXTREMELY SPACIOUS, modern, DETACHED, convenient position, with Gas radiator heating, 
double glazing, having spacious Lounge, dining room, fitted breakfast kitchen, utility, downstairs 
shower room, 7 BEDS (Beds 1 and 2 with shower room en-suite), 2 further bathrooms, GARAGE, 
rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC D. 


£375,000 


£325,000 


BEARWOOD 


£325,000 



■LV/ 


LONG LANE, HALESOWEN 


NO UPWARD CHAIN - SUPERB spacious DETACHED CHARACTER COTTAGE. Study, kitchen/diner, 
family room, lounge and DWC/shower room. Gallery landing, 4 DOUBLE beds, ENSUITE & bath¬ 
room. LARGE rear garden. REFURBISHED to a high standard. UPVC DBG, GCH, EPC rating TBC. 


NO UPWARD CHAIN - EXTENDED detached family home with 25ft lounge diner, REFITTED 18ft 
breakfast kitchen & downstairs WC. 3 GOOD SIZE bedrooms & REFITTED family bathroom with 
shower also. GARAGE & driveway. GCH & UPVC DG. EPC rating: D 



EXTENDED home with driveway. 26ft lounge/ dining room, separate sitting room. EXTENDED 
kitchen to rear. 2 bedrooms, bathroom & sep WC. Gas central heating, UPVC double glazing. 
Rear garden with sunny aspect. EPC rating: TBC 




End terraced home on CORNER PLOT position - 
scope for extending. 17ft kitchen diner leading 
to UPVC CONSERVATORY. 14ft lounge & d/s 
WC. 3 GOOD SIZE bedrooms & bathroom on 
1st floor. UPVC DG & GCH fitted. DRIVEWAY to 
front. EPC rating: D 



Deceptively spacious, intermediate terraced 
property, CONVENIENT FOR GAINING ACCESS 
TO BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE, having gas 
radiator heating, with 2 RECEPTION ROOMS, 
kitchen, 2 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, spacious 
bathroom, good sized loft space, rear garden. 
EPC E. 



NO CHAIN-1st floor flat with GARAGE & 
communal parking. Fitted kitchen &amp; 
lounge diner. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms, bathroom, 
separate WC. UPVC Double glazing. Close bus 
routes into Birmingham City Centre. IN NEED 
OF UPDATING & IMPROVEMENT. EPC rating: 
TBC 



EXTENDED home with GARAGE & driveway. 

14ft lounge & separate 13ft dining room. 
EXTENDED 12ft breakfast kitchen to rear. 3 
bedrooms & family bathroom on 1st floor. 

Gas central heating & majority UPVC double 
glazing. Lawn rear garden. EPC rating: E Ref: 
D1589 



EXTENDED semi-detached home with 
DRIVEWAY in CUL-DE-SAC position. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. L-shaped large lounge diner 
& REFITTED kitchen. 3 bedrooms & REFITTED 
bathroom. Part GARAGE & parking to the 
front. Lawn garden to rear. GCH & DG fitted. 
EPC rating: C Ref: D1624 





NO UPWARD CHAIN-MODERN 3 bed home 
with fitted kitchen & lounge diner to rear. 
Master bedroom with EN-SUITE, 2 further beds 
& family bathroom. DRIVEWAY & gardens. 

EPC B. BEARWOOD OFFICE 
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Local Specialists i 



METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Decorating 


r | MJD Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
• Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
W Commercial Work Undertaken 
k No job too small 

Give Mick a Call 

B Tel:07889923896 I 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk " 


0 


POINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts , 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564 


n 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 


0121 559 6001 MOT 


A®.®., S MaKl SS 
yvElrJ areas 
BEST KKICIvS, 


All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 



Carpentry 


Electricians 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 




CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 

0121 421 6740 

07779746939 


DAVID ADAMS] 


ARPEN 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 

M 

30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


gswir 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years E 


+- +— Ol 384 278471 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


Garage Doors 


DOULTON DOORS B 

Garage Doors & uPVC Windows & Doors 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mgm 

local service call: 1 



For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 |“ 
07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


wrought iron ■ Cressage Paving 


All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


DB GARAGE DOORS. 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


Handyman 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION I . W 
Mini Digger & Ej 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 



Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 



pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging • Felting 
sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

(^aii fan <z <%uote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


hi 


Double Glazing 



ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small 



Misted Sealed Units? 


HHark (Emmtrtj ddazuuj 


Contact OS for a fflff quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/T /T £*tesio*i, eJJfuUesti B B 

B w UtcU tuotot co&t tUe. eanttt X S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com ft. 

HOdf/.'uH.ns [FENSAj £ 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Fencing 


LBTfnncing 

I// types of quality 
s fencing supplied 
& erected 
Pius decking, 
stabbing & 
block paving 

FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing & Gates 

All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

•1384 242891 or 17978 300586 



To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


m 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


m 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 0QB 
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Local Specialists 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 

I 


07538 718264 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Cl PLASTERING 

All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Plasterer*? 

Meed to promote your / . 

business, 319577^ 

m3D2 3l9590 cn— 3i a 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting ,,, t , 

• Cooker Repairs 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 

& Repairs « 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• inspections FREE QUOTES 

• Family R un |j 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


<8i Plumb Serve 

- Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 




• Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste • Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 

• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed • Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 

• Drainage Unblocked/Repaired • Landlord Safety Checks 

• Radiators Fitted/Removed • Full Central Heating Systems 


24hr call out, Call us on 

07513 094763 

Card payments accepted 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 



Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/I 

★ All Aspe 

★ F« 

★ Roof Repair 

CALL NOW F 

01384 21 

Exterior Painting 
cts Of Plasterinc 
ascias, Soffits & 
s & Re-pointing 
★ Plus Much M< 
OR A NO OBUG) 

13644 or 01 

1 And Decorating 

3 And Rendering 
Guttering 

★ Pressure washing 

ore.... 

ITION QUOTATION 
r733 226568 

AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
'SERVICES 

f All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling-Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 5053334 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 




c 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

A All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 9 9 ^ 



TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 A 

V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Window Specialists 


To 

advertise 
yoOr- 
business 

Please call B 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 - > 





L_ 

Roofing 




Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


R00FIH6 SERVICES 


Vl'LLL lslsat- 
(£gpm= iiL 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 


euite*rI!ast1cS; 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




rvici 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


SEMI 

RETIRED 

ROOFER 

Ridge Tiles Rebedded, 
flat roofing, 
no job to small 
40 years experience. 

Keith: 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


Now taking bookings for Autumn/Winter 

• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Patios Jet Washed 


NOW laKII 

* 


n/vv inter 

■ 


Please call: 0121 422 5818/07979 980951 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 





mmmssmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
9 Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 


Telephone: 07851 323303 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

* TREE REMOVAL 

► CROWN REDUCTION 

* STUMP GRINDING 

► HEDGE TRIMMING 

* GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 



To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... ^5 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 


lost & found 


MISSING CAT 

Light grey, (half persian) has 
been missing from Ford- 
houses since September 28, 
she has been spayed, wears a 
pink sparkly collar with a 
name tag saying Poppy and 
our number, she is 
microchipped, has a slit in 
her left ear from a fight with 
another cat, she is 6 years old 
and will be very frightened to 
be away from home. There is 
a reward for the person who 
finds her, as she is a much 
loved Family pet. 

If you find her please contact 
01902 476906 / 07583 499208 / 
07941 495190. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER. Four wheels. 
Fits easily in a car boot. Very good 
condition. Can deliver locally. £275. 

07905 770683. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

POWERED WHEELCHAIR with joy¬ 
stick, dismantles, nearly new, £400. 
electric armchair, lifts you up and 
down, £80. 07950 418286. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


elderly & disabled 


world - 

^Mobility ^ 

NEW Electric Scooters from only £5S5 
Second hand from £300 

% m 



We offer excellent customer 
service and aftercare on all 
our products. 


Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 
OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


Leisure 

Time 



CARAVAN FOR SALE 

35x12 Hornsea East Yorks 
open 52 wks free standing black 
leather sofas dining table and 
chairs double glazed 2 bed 
verandah 2 large sheds lots 
£11,000 ono 
07876 664616. 


CHEAP STATIC WILLERBY 
CARAVAN 

38ft x 12ft, DG. 

Sited at Borth, sea views, 
compete with decking and 
2015 site fees. 
Immaculate condition. 

12 months season. 
Fantastic pitch with private 
garden. 

Sale due to illness 

£12,995 ovno. 

07831 414009. 


West Midlands 
Caravan and 
Motorhome Show 

2016 MODEL LAUNCH 

• Touring Caravans 

• Motorhomes 

• Holiday Homes 

• Luxury Lodges 

FREE TICKETS: 
www.caravanevent.co.uk 
01743 282400 
Salop Leisure, Emstrey, 
Shrewsbury SY5 6QS 


LUNAR QUASAR 

2005, 19ft. long, with remote 
remover, 4 berth, fixed bed, full 
oven cooker, full screen and 
blinds, full shower room, 
Blowair heating, awning, many 
more extras. Mint condition, 
£5,100 o.n.o. 07497 805154. 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Otd 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



ELECTRIC ACOUSTIC GUITAR 

and Bindtone amp, £200. 
Telephone 01384 441885. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock / Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 


prices pai 

Telephone 07966 252439. 


VICTORIAN FIVE string banjo with 
case. £80 ono. 

01384 455793. 


Free 


ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


PING G2 Golf clubs, 3-SW, very 
good condition. £150. 

01902 798852 / 07773 851798. 

TRIMLINE ELECTRIC Running 
machine. 

£300 ono. 

01902 631583. 

TRIMLINE ELECTRIC Running 
machine. £300 ono. 

01902 631583. 



DarJ 

\ 

L Every 

rast*n 

|SY ee ; 

■ Market thurs 

King Street 07889 975701 


antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT (NEXT TO 
WILCOS). 

FRIDAY 9TH OCT & 13TH NOV 
8.00AM - 4PM 

07712 597468 

* www.blackcountryfairs.co.uk ir 




OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS14SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


Home & 
Services 


AUSTIN J40 pedal car, modified with 
electric motor, £1,000 o.n.o. 

0121 520 3755. 



Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
from £29. Ortho matts from £69. 
Memory foam matts £79. Metal 
fashion bed frames - singles £49, 
doubles £69. Bunk bed frames £99. 

Recliner sofas 
MANY HALF PRICE -~jH 

Leather and fabric chairs from £49 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
PJFT\ OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW 1L _ 
TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 


LUXURY CANE 
CONSERVATORY SUITE 

Unused, 2015 design, 2 seater, 
2 armchairs, excellent quality 
chenille cushions, still wrapped, 
can deliver, cost £1,495. 

Accept £495. 

07968 731896. 


NEW STYLE Italian table and chairs, 
cost £4,000, sell £350. Italian Wall 
unit, bow fronted. £100. 

07950 418286 

RECLINER CHAIR, fawn/brown, 
with massager. Immaculate. £250 
ono. 01384 288496. 

TWO MAHOGANY display cabinets 
and matching wall pendulum clock, 
excellent condition, £90. 

Telephone 07908 906406. 

TWO SEATER SETTEE, blue, soft 
leather, £70. 

Telephone 01902 340364. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


WOOD TURNING LATHE 

Charnwood W850 with out 
rigger, 1000mm x 400mm dia, 
varied speed. 
Immaculate condition. 

First sensible offer. 

01384 356097 after 4.30pm. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 
Wanted. Cash paid for pre 1970. 
Large collections. (300+). After 
1970 considered. 0208 5607816. 

JAKES MUSEUM buys memora¬ 
bilia, large or small, antiques, col¬ 
lectables, quirky, old, unusual, etc, 
etc. 01384 484309. 07930 949337. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care- 
consider all of their options 
fore agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED ALLOY ladders, must be 
very light in weight for old window 
cleaner. 01922 512935. 


fully c 
before 



blinds 


Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


c 


aerials 


j 









alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Extensions, loft conversions, 
roofing, driveways. 

See us on ‘Rated People’. 

Call 01902 579592 / 
07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
v . cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

* S PEClAlTORFER * 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & I 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 
Office: 012*1 531 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137651^" 


gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p< 
garden. 25 years experience. C; 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


home 
l improvements 


Local Handyman 


I Brickwork (C&G), Fencing, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, etc. Fully 
Insured. CRB. No job too small. Free quotes. 


www.beddington-march.com 

0789 147 571 8 or 0121 602 5313 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / ^ 

decorators [ 


DECORATOR 

1 ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957346059 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


yoi 

Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


T L Fowkes Roofing 
& Building Solutions 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 
call or email 
07896 334 946 
t.fowkes@yahoo.co.uk 


Experts in all roofing and building aspects 
Including: 

Flat roofing • GRP roofing • Slate and tile roofing 
• uPVC and all major building works 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


I^DT^l 

: £7 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




eZeZQd 




GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calt: 
0121 555 6060. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

BRAND NEW SADDLE. C omplete. 
Top make. £125. 

Telephone 07761 379384. 

DIY LIVERY. New Stables, Individ¬ 
ual paddocks, good grazing & 
hacking, 20x60 menage between 
Kinver / Enville grazing available. 
07860 946688 / 01384 §72498 
D.I.Y. STABLE and grazing for rent, 
Codsall Wood. 

07751220983. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


BEAUTIFUL KITTENS weaned and 
litter trained. Flead £25 to ensure 
good homes. 07765 807608. 


DILLON 

I am a four year old Jack 
Russell, tan and white, I am a 
very affectionate little boy, good 
with people and children, would 
prefer to be the only little dog. 
01384 252158. 


bathrooms 


L&G Makeovers 
Complete Bathroom 
Refurbishment 


From changing a tap to a complete bathroom 
makeover, we can do it all at competative rates. 

lncluding:Tiling, Flooring, Plastering, 

Electrical and Bathroom Suites 

PRICE TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

Over 30 years experience Customer references available 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland bfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BLACK AND BRINDLE pedigree 
male Presa Canario, very friendly, 4 
months old, £300. 2 x Bichon Frise 
cross Yorkshire Terriers, ready in 1 
week, very small and cute. £300. 
07879 360678. 

FLUFFY BLACK KITTENS, will be 
ready for homes in 2 weeks. £15. 

Telephone 07969 169696. 

JACK RUSSELL puppies, dog and 
bitch, Mom and Dad can be seen. 
£150.01384 233910. 

KITTENS x2, black, black/white, 
Brother and Sister, to go together, 
litter trained, £50. 01922 405533. 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 
01922 627013. 

Require volunteers for kennel 
cleaning, duties to include dog 
walking, feeding and watering. 

We also require a driver with a 
clean licence to help take dogs 
to vets and home checks. 
Car provided. 

Desperate for bedding, ie. 
sheets, blankets, towels, 
quilt covers, (no quilts). 


ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs from 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

WE ARE ALSO NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR PET 
TAXI’S 

(No booking necessary). 


STAFFY PUPS Ready in 1 - 2 
weeks, 1 boy, 2 girls, both parents 
can be seen. £250. 07507 753350 / 
07717 873416. 



THIS SPACE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 
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WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


a? 




• We are a family run local business. 

• Buying properties for over 30 years. 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... 


Text To 

GOAL 88802 




CASH HOW I properties ** 


SELL FAST 


y Property investor needs properties in your an 


y Cash payments 

^AND GET 

y We will cover all your fees 

A BETTER 

y Quicker service 

PRICE 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 



FOR YOUR HOUSE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer ■ Any condition 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped Subject to terms 

01902 628060 
0800 389 6788 


Lines open 
24 hours a day, 
7 days a week 


we can 
your 
house 
in 



pinK 

A run by women 


► No Fees* • An y area* 

» Any property e Repossessions stopped 
» Any condition • Deceased estates 
» Free confidential 
service 


08001691118 call free 24 hours 01384 226087 


iff. STOP f 

■Iff WE PAY more; 





ivate 


We are looking for houses in your area. We v 
take any type of property in any condition. 
Call us first - highest prices paid 


01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 


D BBSS? 

I pay 100% of purchase price 


Call now for the best price on your house 


24 hours 0800 T83 282 

Freephone 

i or landline 01384 22608 


Dewmark 

Homes 

Part of the PI Group 


0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


SICK 

■ of trying to sell your house 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Q1 922 689023 


AJ 

BJ 

► A 

<3 

► -A 

DJ 


Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 
A guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion, 
any condition, any cirncumstances 


01902 628047 

0800 633 5226 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 



NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 
Call any time 


0800 633 5226/ 
01922 689023 


mtfQWQa? 

(smDGmefvm 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 
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Property 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


FORGET THE REST and call me 
now for a best cash offer. 
01543 499032 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ONE BED FLAT Merridale, W’ton, 
£385pcm. Deposit req. Mature 
person only 01902 759705. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pw inc bills. No 
DSS. Small deposit 07970 717139 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


WANTED Spanish Holiday Home in 
Exchange for two bed retirement 
flat in Tettenhall. Cash difference 
either way. 07774 898966. 


ONE BED BUNGALOW 

in Bradley, Bilston. Quiet cul- 
de-sac with front and back 
gardens. Would like a 1-Bed 
Bunglaow in the Stowlawn 
Estate, Wolverhampton or most 
areas considered. 

Call 07804 561782 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


Jobs 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


EXPERIENCED CHEF, over 25 
years in the trade, looking for local 
work. 

07598 027920 (Walsall). 


SKILLED TOOLROOM/ 
GENERAL MACHINIST 

We are a specialist engineering 
company & provide balancing 
service to the Aerospace, 
Automotive & Commercial 
industry. 

The suitable candidate will be 
trained as a balancing engineer 
to carry out balancing work on 
aerospace components 
including turning / milling, 
bench work etc. Accuracy & 
ability to work to customer 
drawings is essential. 
Excellent package and 
conditions. 

Apply to sevgi@wdbltd.co.uk 
or in writing to 
Mrs. S Cross, WDB Ltd, 
Unit El Coombswood 
Business Park East, 
Halesowen B62 8BH 
detailing experience and 
qualification. 


granite worktop company based in 
Halesowen currently recruiting due 
to expansion for all positions 
including Finishers, Saw 
Operators, Templators, Fitters & 


% 


Windsor High School 
and Sixth Form 

Headteacher: Mr K W Sorrell, B.Ed. (Hons), MA 
Richmond Street, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4BB 
Tel: 0121 5501452 Fax: 0121 585 0610 
Website: www.windsor.dudley.sch.uk 

IT Technician 

Scale 2/3 £15,477- £16,229 or £16,520 - £17,683 
(Dependent upon experience) 

Full Time All Year round, 37 hours per week. 

We require an IT Technician to join an outstanding team in order 
to support school IT learning systems, the IT administration 
system and staff and students in their use of IT. 

The role will include working across the 
Windsor Academy Trust schools. 

Candidates should possess minimum GCSE Maths and English or 
equivalent and a Level 3 IT Qualification. 

Experience in a similar post would be advantageous. 

A full clean driving licence is essential. 

For an application pack, please visit our website 
www.windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk or contact 
Mrs Sue Cooper on 01215501452 for details. 

Closing date for applications: 

Thursday 15 October 2015 at 12.30 pm 

Windsor High School and Sixth Form is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS. 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 




SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, October 8, 2015 
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Motoring 


AUDI A1 S line, 1.4 petrol, auto¬ 
matic, 17,000 miles, 61 plate, white, 
immaculate £13,500 ono. 

07816 688487. 


^ELLHIGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


CITROEN BERLINGO Multispace 
Desire, 07 reg, 1.6HDi, 75bhp, 
21,334 miles, FSH, met red, MoT 
June 2016, £4,500. 01384 394423. 

FORD FIESTA 07, full MoT, excel¬ 
lent condition inside and out, 
£1,595. 07468 925114. 


HONDA CRV EXi-VTECH 

2007 reg, good condition, 86k, 
black, MoT, service history, top 
spec, any trial welcome, 
unleaded. 

£6,800. 

07740 820154. 


MAZDA 2 TS 2008, 57k miles, 12 
months MoT, good condition, great 
first car. £1,500. 07881 908446. 
Wombourne. 

MAZDA 3 TS. 5-dr Hatch, met blue, 
2006, climate control, low mileage, 
SH, MoT Sep 16. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, £2,550. 01384 401209. 

PEUGEOT 208, 2013,1.4 petrol, 3dr 
Active, 18k, graphite, warranty to 
2016,1 owner, fsh, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £5,995. 07703 540507. 

PEUGEOT 3008Sport HDi TD 1.6, 
Dec 2009, 5 door, hatch, 28,000 
miles, fsh, immaculate. First viewer 
will buy. £7,500. 01902 894845. 

SKODA OCTAVIA AUTO Diesel, 
Est, 2006, MoT’d, alloys, maroon, 
service history. Very good condi¬ 
tion. £2,900. o.n.o. 07738 586148. 

TOYOTA YARIS 1.4 DIESEL, 57 

reg, full MoT, immaculate condition, 
fsh, 1 previous owner, £30 tax per 
year, £2,400 ono. 07867 685569. 

VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 998cc, 07 
plate, full MoT, black, alloys, 38,560 
miles, in nice condition, £2,800. 

0121 557 1548. 

VW PASSAT estate, 2010, 84,000 
miles, silver, 2 owners, FSH, new 
cam belt, very good condition, 
£6,499. 07754 943610. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


DIVIM Bit. Hire- ZS Ye^vs 

A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day, Full MOT’s 

BARGAINS GALORE 
Ol 902 490555 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bma-motors.co.uk 


CHEVROLET MATIZ, 2007, 37,000 
miles, blue, abs, air bag, air con, 
long MoT, one owner, pas, stereo, 
£1,150 ono. 07758 753708. 

CHRYSLER NEON LE, auto, 1998, 
85,000 miles, MoT May 2016, 
£250.0121 5720031. 

CITROEN PICASSO Desire 2.0HDi, 
diesel, 2004, alloys, air con, e/w, c/I, 
MoT, £950. 01902 783990. 

FIAT MULTIPLA 1.9D, 2001, MoT 
March 2016, 6-seater, CD player, 
new tyres all round, drives excel¬ 
lent, £550 ono. 07460 853380. 

FORD ESCORT 75D. MoT till Feb 
15, 2016. V reg. Fully boarded out. 
£375. o.n.o. Call 01902 679763. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6 L, silver, X reg, 
alloys, body paintwork interior 
good, lady owner, drives smooth, 
reliable. £600 ono. 01384 262191. 

FORD MONDEO 2.0LX TDCi 2005, 
new clutch, full exhaust, MoT July 
2016. £1,100. 

01902 673719. 

FORD MONDEO Hatch, 1800 petrol, 
10 months MoT, blue,, good condi¬ 
tion, CD, reliable, £475. 

07870 241804. 

FORD MONDEO LX Turbo Diesel, 
2001, full MoT, excellent condition, 
£675. 07494 090052. 

MERCEDES CLK 2.3 COUPE 

Silver, 1998, excellent condition, 
MoT, genuine callers only £995. 
07902 387527. 

NISSAN ALMERAS 1.5 petrol, 57k, 
52 reg, blue, new MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking, pas, EW 
£850 ono 01902 893006. 


NISSAN ALMERA 53 reg, full MoT, 
very good condition, new tyres, 
brakes, 1500cc. £975. 

07827 059501. 

PEUGEOT BOXER 1999, 109k 
Miles, white, LWB, H/Roof, electric 
mirrors, MoT till apri 116, 
diesel,good condition £980 ono 
01384 377994 

RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.4 

petrol 2003, 77,892 miles, metalic 
blue MoT May 2016 alloys £695 
ono 07837 189722. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.4, 2005, 
Dynamique, MoT to Feb 2016, 
good condition, tyres as new, £975 
ono. 07973 843509. 

RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 
DIESEL 1.8 02 reg, MoT Feb, many 
new parts, good runner and condi¬ 
tion. £550 ono. 07903 435280. 

SUZUKI WAGON 1.3, 2003, MoT till 
August 2016, £595 ono. 

Please call 01384 257153. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 3dr hatch, 
T rea, burgundy, 64,000 miles, 7 
months MoT, good condition, £500. 

07968 905654. 



FORD CAPRI 1.6 SL 1983, 1 owner, 
40,000 miles, regularly serviced / 
garaged, sunshine roof, current 
MoT, £5,000 ono. 0121 4454452. 

WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



SUZUKI 1.3 Super Carrier Van. 
MoT’d, one owner, used daily, must 
sell. £600 ono. 

01902 843374. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



GARAGE CLEAR OUT. Spares for 
British, Japanese and Harley, job 
lot £200 o.n.o. 

0121 520 3755. 

MATCHLESS 500 single jampot 
model. Good condition. Valuable 
registration. £3,850 ono. 01384 
455793. 

SUZUKI BANDIT 650, 56 reg, new 
chain and sprockets, new battery, 
full MoT, full service, 20k. £1,500. 

Telephone 01384 250253. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


tyres / wheels / 
exhausts 


GOODYEAR TYRES FI x 2, 235 x 

40 x 18, as new, £170 for both. 
01902 687399. 
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Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11 pm. 0121 472 7281. 


SINGLE 
LADY, 70 

Who feels too young to be old! 
Would like to meet a single, 
honest gentleman, 70’s, 

—^ lly to share whatever’s 
left of our lives. 

Please write to: 

Box Number C20076, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


hopefully \ 


★ ★★ 

IS THERE A LADY OUT 
THERE SOMEWHERE? 

Sixty-three plus, retired, non 
smoker, own car (preferable) 
who would like to meet a 68 
year old male, retired, car 
owner, non smoker, for fun, 
friendship, holidays abroad and 
who knows maybe more. 
Dudley and surrounding areas. 
Box Number P20084, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


VERY YOUNG AT HEART 
GENTLEMAN 69 

Not unattractive with GSOH 
and varied interests seeks lady 
60-68 years for companionship 
and Friendship. 

Box Number P20073, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



WOLVERHAMPTON GUY 55 

Slim, fit, single, own house and 
car, non smoker, very loving, 
understanding, WLTM slim, 
medium lady, local for genuine 
friendship / relationship. 
Box Number P20082, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 
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Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket and an overnight 
stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top price ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 

























































DRIVETIMEas 


Giving rivals run for money 



By John Griffiths 

Kadjar . . . it’s an unusual name 
which will make you think. And 
that’s good for Renault because its 
new model is certainly worth a sec¬ 
ond look. 

For the Kadjar is big brother to the Cap- 
tur, Renault’s first crossover which in three 
years has become Europe’s best-seller in 
the highly competitive b-segment SUV 
market. 

The new car is based on the larger Megane 
platform, as is its close relation the popular 
Nissan Qashai which ironically will be one of 
its main rivals. 

It has chunky yet aerodynamic styling, the 
interior space and practicality of an estate car 
and, on top specification models the option 
of all wheel drive. Plus it has that high, ‘com¬ 
mand’ driving position which is one reason 
SUVs now account for 27 per cent of all sales 
for this size of family car. 

While beauty is in the eye of the beholder, 
the new Kadjar has curvy, contemporary styl¬ 
ing with its origins unmistakable. 

It’s also roomy, with space for five adults (in¬ 
cluding six-footers in the back) plus one of the 
biggest cargo boots in its class. 

But it’s clear Renault, as something of a late¬ 
comer to the market, is once again out to cap¬ 
ture sales from rivals such as the Qashqai and 
Kuga as prices are very competitive. 

There are 18 versions costing from £17,995 
to £21,695 which, like for like model is up to 
£2,000 less than its rivals, and along with a 
thrifty range of engines will also impact on tax 
bills for company drivers. 

When you first get behind the wheel of a 
Kadjar it conveys the feeling that this is a big 
car, and a well equipped one too (starting with 
the utra clear virtual instrument display). 


The seats (back as well as front) are soft and 
sculpted, while the high seating position and 
large areas of glass - including a ‘third row’ 
window in the c-piillar - offer outstanding vis¬ 
ibility, Within seconds, you feel this is a nice 
place to be: it is a ‘feel good’ car. 

There are two diesel options, a 1.6 litre 
130Ps version which packs plenty of punch 
and a 1.5 litre which still performs well on the 
road but is more economical, capable accord¬ 
ing to official figures of averaging 74.3mpg 
with either six-speed manual or automatic 
gearboxes, with a tax-busting 99g/km of C02 
emissions. The 130Ps engine has an advan¬ 
tage for acceleration and overtaking but, on 
two-wheel drive models, still results in an aver¬ 
age 65.7mpg and a low 113g/km of C02. 

You do soon appreciate the hefty 320Nm 
of torque at a low 1,750rpm, which means the 
130Ps-equipped Kadjar pulls strongly in every 
gear for relaxed but satisfying driving. 

Balanced against its greater economy, the 
lower-powered 1.5 litre diesel loses out a little 
on acceleration, but it still does 0 to 62 in under 
12 seconds. Perhaps more relevant to most 
drivers, it cruises at motorway speeds with a 
quiet and relaxed demeanour. 

If you want the four wheel drive option, this 
is only available with the higher specification 
versions and the 130Ps diesel. 

There is a three-position selector button - 
‘auto’ for slippery roads when the electronics 
split the torque between front and rear axles 
according to conditions, ‘lock’ which puts the 
system in full-time four wheel drive if you ven¬ 
ture off-road and the third option of front wheel 
drive only, to save fuel in normal road driving. 

The petrol option sounds tiny for a car of 
this class - just 1.2 litres - but it is Renault’s 
already proven turbocharged power plant, It’s 
been revamped to produce a faster pick-up 
and response, and with 130PS matches the 
typical two-litre, normally aspirated petrol en¬ 
gine of just a few years ago. 

While the Kadjar is relatively tall, with the 


advantages of visibility and ease of access, 
suspension and steering are tuned primarily 
for road use which make it feel as nimble as a 
typical saloon or estate rival. 

There’s no sense that this is an SUV with 
harsh, long travel suspension, and the electric 
power steering is progressively weighed so 
you can turn in with confidence and precision, 
and without any anticipation of unsettling body 
roll. The power steering and big wheel arch¬ 
es allow a tight turning circle of well under 11 
metres, which combined with the all-round vis¬ 
ibility make the Kadjar easy to handle around 
town. 

The car has already been awarded a max¬ 
imum five stars for safety, and comes with a 
range of features from six airbags to stability, 
traction and understeer control systems, hill 
start assist, ABS and emergency brake assist.. 


As you go up the range and price ladder, other 
features such as parking sensors, lane depar¬ 
ture warning and automatic parking assist sys¬ 
tems are available, 

Inside, the Kadjar’s virtual instrument dis¬ 
play are a model of clarity, with all models 
getting a seven-inch touchscreen display for 
audio, communications and other functions 
including navigation, where fitted. 

The 190mm ride height does allow four 
wheel drive Kadjars to venture off hard-surfac- 
es, and 4x4 models also get front and rear skid 
plates to protect the bodywork. 

After its success in the marketplace for 
smaller crossovers, Renault has plenty of rea¬ 
sons to be confident that Kadjar can do the 
same against established rivals in what is, to 
them, a new sector. 

A modern, trendy-looking and roomy car 


with all the attributes that attract such a large 
number of drivers to the SUV sector is a good 
place to start, to say nothing of engines offer¬ 
ing a good balance of performance and econ¬ 
omy. And, of course, that competitive price tag 
which will have some rivals nervously biting 
their nails. 

And Kadjar? Well, after over a century of car 
making it must be a) tough to find a name no- 
one else has used and b) in a global market 
one which doesn’t translate into something 
terribly embarrasing in another language (yes, 
we all know one or two of those). 

So the official explanation is ‘kad’ is inspired 
by quad (something driven by four wheels 
or legs) and ‘jar’ from the French word jaillir 
which means to emerge quickly. 

Hence a word for an agile four wheel drive 
vehicle . . . 


MASSIVE VAUXHALL 
PRE-REG SALE EVENT 


come- 
first served 

Don’t miss this 

opportunity 



Just like the old Viva, 


but completely different 


NU 65 REG NewVauxhall 

Viva SE 

for immediate delivery 


£7995 



NU 65 REG | NewVauxhall 

Corsa Sting 


our price 


Spec includes • Bluetooth® connectivity • Twin white stripes on bonnet, roof and tailgate 
• CD/MP3 CD player/stereo radio and aux-in socket • 16" white alloys • Cruise control 


£8495 



New NU65REG Vauxhall 

Meriva Techline 1.4 

Spec includes • Electrically heated front seats • Front fog lights 

• Mobile phone system with Bluetooth®* • 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Full body-colour door mirrors 


LIST PRICE 

£13995 


SAVE £2500 


£11495 



New NU 65 REG Vauxhall 

Mnlrlra TechlineU 

l v l U Ka Whisper Diesel 


Spec includes • Diesel • Dual-zone Electronic Climate Control 

• Navi 950 satellite navigation system • Cruise control 

• CD, MP3 CD player and stereo radio 


LIST PRICE 

£19104 


2609 


£16495 


EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House T Wall Garages Stourbridge Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NH High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB High Street, Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY8 4DG Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY27AY 

01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Highest: VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4i 120PS 16v Exclusive Turbo A/C with 15”, 16” and 17” wheels, A6: Urban: 29.7 (9.5), Extra-urban: 
49.6 (5.7), Combined: 39.8 (7.1). C0 2 emissions: 166g/km Lowest: VAUXHALL Viva 5 Door Hatchback I.Oi 75PS SE with EcoTyre 14”, 15” and 16” wheels, M5: Urban: 52.3 (5.4), Extra-urban: 76.3 (3.7), Combined: 65.7 (4.3). C0 2 emissions: 99g/km. 

Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. Offers subject to availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Motorhome adventure 


By Paul Naylor 


Earlier this year I enjoyed my 
first experience at the wheel of 
a motorhome. Never one to do 
things by half, I opted for a rath¬ 
er sizeable vehicle for a novice - 
the Swift Lifestyle 686. 

Coach-built utilising the new gener¬ 
ation Fiat Euro 5+ Chassis Cab, the 
130bhp/ 2.3 litre engine provided plen¬ 
ty of pulling power for the close to sev¬ 
en metre in length motorhome. 

I found the Lifestyle 686 surprisingly easy 
to manoeuvre. Its power steering is light and 
responsive and the gear ratios very similar 
to my own car, with the added bonus of a 
sixth gear. 

There is a rear window, but if you do ever 
find yourself at the wheel of a motorhome, 
I can’t recommend enough the brilliant op¬ 
tional extra that this model had. 

A rear camera acts as the mirror. The 
image, super-imposed over the actual rear 
view mirror, provided a natural feeling of 
added safety. 

There is of course, as you would expect 
these days, a reversing camera too. 

The updated 2015 model comes with a 
host of additional features including running 
lights and a new smart construction with a 
strong, moisture proof PURe polyurethane 
timberless framed body shell. 

A new fully integrated touch screen con¬ 
sole has a great satellite navigation system 
as well as DAB radio, CD and MP3 player 
with bluetooth. The DAB aerial is concealed 
in the mirror. 

Drivers will be delighted to hear that the 
captain’s chairs have integrated headrest, 
wider backrest, better side support and im¬ 
proved seat comfort. 


I was particularly taken by the aesthetics 
of the 686. It’s new metallic black cab and 
colour coded bumper give it a sleeker ap¬ 
pearance, easily distinguishing it from the 
passing ‘white-van man’. 

For added comfort, automatic cab air-con¬ 
ditioning is included and the tyre pressure 
monitoring system is sure to become a must 
have. 

Add to the mix an external shower point - 
ideal for muddy boots - and barbecue point, 
for those wanting to eat out in style, and you 
have a fantastic vehicle ready for all occa¬ 
sions. 

Contemporary 

The Lifestyle 686 has a superb interior. 
Finished in tasteful biscuit and cream hues, 
when dressed in its daytime mode it is remi¬ 
niscent of a contemporary static caravan. 

To the front of the vehicle, situated just be¬ 
hind the cab, a kitchen area includes fridge 
with small freezer box, microwave, oven and 
hob. 

Opposite is a dining area, ideal for four 
people. To the rear is the lounge, with ample 
space for the 686’s maximum occupancy of 
six. 

An additional table means you have dining 
options to the front and rear of the vehicle. 

As you would imagine, storage space is 
cleverly integrated throughout, with nooks 
and crannies, plus under-seat compartments 
allowing you to take plenty of clothing on 
your adventures. 

The bathroom is a good-size, with a 
moulded shower and vanity wash basin and 
chemical toilet adding to the comfort of any 
off-the-beaten-track stay. 

And speaking of such things, the dispos¬ 
al of the chemical toilet waste - and indeed 
waste water from showering and washing 
the dishes - is both discreet and easily done. 

My children were big fans of the awning. 



‘With so much to offer 
it truly is a great choice 
for families looking to hit 
the road.’ 


The winding mechanism and easy to con¬ 
struct legs gave the 686 added kudos, 
making it twice as wide on completion and 
way more versatile. 

We found converting the 686 at night 
time easy too. If you need to sleep six there 
is space for two above the cabin and two 
further double beds can be converted from 
the dining area seats and lounge area. 

Privacy can be added using a combina¬ 
tion of blinds and curtains. 


With so much to offer it truly is a great 
choice for families looking to hit the road 
for many a motorhome adventure. 

The Swift Lifestyle 686 is available at 
dealerships throughout the UK now with 
a recommended on the road price of 
£47,584. 

To discover more about leisure vehicles 
go along to the Motorhome & Caravan 
Show, at the NEC, October 13-18. Visit 
www.motor homeandcaravanshow.co.uk 


GREAT PRICES 


Way of Life! 



Vitara from 

£13,999 


- RUGGED SUV DESIGN 

■ 5* EURO NCAP SAFETY RATING 

■ ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 

- PERSONALISATION OPTIONS 


AT HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 
2 GREAT NEW CARS 



Celerio from 

£6,999 


• EFFICIENT 1.0 PETROL ENGINE 

• COMPACT 5-DOOR HATCHBACK 

• EASY TO DRIVE 

> DAB DIGITAL RADIO 


Book your test drive today at suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 
Or visit us at www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 


Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Vitara range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 42.1-61.4 (6.7-4.6), Extra Urban 55.4-76.3 (5.1-3.7), Combined 49.5-70.6 (5.7-4.0), C0 2 
emissions 131-106 g/km and for the Suzuki Celerio range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 55.3-68.9 (5.3-4.1), Extra Urban 76.3-83.0 (3.7-3.4), Combined 65.7-78.4 (4.3-3.6), C0 2 emissions 
99-84 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st October 2015 to 31st December 2015 from participating Authorised 
Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. Model(s) shown *Celerio 1.0 SZ4 available at £8,999 on the road (Metallic paint available at £415). Celerio range - Celerio 1.0 SZ2 Petrol Manual available at £6,999 to Celerio 1.0 SZ4 Petrol 
AGS available at £9,799, *Vitara 1.6 SZ5 2WD Manual with Urban Pack available at £19,169 on the road. (Single-tone metallic paint available at £415, dual-tone paint is available at £800.) Vitara 1.6 SZ4 Petrol manual available at £13,999 to Vitara 1.6 DDiS SZ5 ALLGRIP Manual with Rugged Pack available at £22,549. 
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Safety group welcomes 
plan to lift fit to drive age 


Road safety and breakdown 
cover specialist GEM Mo¬ 
toring Assist welcomes the 
news that the Department for 
Transport is considering rais¬ 
ing the age at which drivers 
must declare they are fit to 
drive from 70 to 75. 

GEM chief executive David Williams 
said: “This is a sensible step, howev¬ 
er we question the road safety value 
of any such age-related declaration. 
Reaching a specific birthday doesn’t 
automatically lead to sudden deteriora¬ 
tions in judgement and eyesight, so we 
believe that making a formal declara¬ 
tion on fitness to drive at 70, 75 or any 
age is unnecessary bureaucracy and 
of little or no road safety benefit. 


“We regularly remind all our mem¬ 
bers - of any age - that they should not 
drive if they are unfit to do so. 

“We encourage all senior drivers to 
stay mobile as long as they’re safe, 
and we commend the responsible atti¬ 
tude demonstrated by the vast majority 
of older motorists to self-regulate.” 

Figures show that senior drivers 
are a very safe group of road users, 
according to David Williams. “This 
is because most are good at altering 
and adapting their driving to reflect any 
changes in their ability to drive safely,” 
he explains. So they may avoid driving 
at night or in bad weather, they may cut 
down the length of journey they make, 
they may explore alternative transport 
methods and ultimately they will them¬ 
selves decide that the time has come 
to stop driving. 


“Inevitably there are a few senior 
drivers who make the headlines when 
poor decisions lead to horrible crash- 


“These are likely to be the ones too 
proud to heed the warning signs, and 
too stubborn to listen to advice. Ac¬ 
cording to research, these represent 
around 10 per cent of senior drivers, 
and we fully support any safety meas¬ 
ures that will identify them and deny 
them the use of the road.” 

GEM’s ‘Still Safe to Drive’ website 
(www.stillsafetodrive.org.uk) is a vid¬ 
eo-based resource with an excellent 
line-up of expert advice on safer driving 
into old age. 

There are also tips for concerned 
family members on how to talk to an 
elderly relative about reducing risk on 
journeys. 


Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 
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✓Bumper scuffs 


✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches 


✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 


Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 



ChipsAway & 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 



TOP 20 


T WALL USED CARS & COMMERCIALS 



13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.5 DCi AMBIANCE 

White, 5dr, 29,000 miles £ 


12/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi ECO FLEX 
SE SPORTS TOURER 83,000 miles, Grey £8495 



12/62 PEUGEOT 2081.2 VTi ACTIVE 

Sat Nav, Silver, 23,000 miles £6750 


NOW 

07/57 RENAULT CLI01.2 CAMPUS 3-dr. Silver, 34,000 miles . £2995 

05/55 SKODA FABIA 1.2 AMBIENTE 5-dr. Black, 40,000 miles . £3195 

08/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ENERGY 5-dr. Silver, 77,000 miles . £3695 

08/08 TOYOTA AURIS 1.6 WTi TR 5-dr. Blue, 56,000 miles . £3995 

09/59 CITROEN C31.4 VTi VTR+ 5-dr. Blue, 26,000 miles . £4495 

06/56 MIN11.6 COOPER 3-dr. Silver, 48,000 miles . £4495 

12/62 PEUGEOT 2081.2 VTi ACTIVE. Sat Nav, Silver, 23,000 miles . £6750 

13/62 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 MATCH 3-dr. White, 26,000 miles . £7495 

14/14 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 TOCA 3-dr. Red, 13,000 miles . £7695 

12/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi ECOFLEX SE Sports Tourer. Grey, 83,000 miles £8495 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.5 DCi AMBIANCE 5-dr. White, 29,000 miles . £8995 

11/61 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA 5-dr. Grey, 25,000 miles . £9195 

13/13 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6 HDi. 35,823 miles . E6795+VAT 

13/63 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY 1.6 TDi. 29,364 miles . E8995+VAT 

14/14 TOYOTA PROACE 2.0 HDi. 20,165 miles . £10,995+VAT 

14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTi SPORTIVE 19,976 miles . £12,495+VAT 

14/14 VIVARO 2.0 CDTi SPORTIVE. 22,337 miles . £12,495+VAT 

14/14 VW TRANSPORTER 102PS TRENDLINE. 14,399 miles . £14,995+VAT 

14/64 VIVAR01.6 CDTi SPORTIVE Double Cab. 3,389 miles . £15,495+VAT 

15/15 VIVAR01.6 CDTi Double Cab. Silver, 3,472 miles . £16,495+VAT 



13/13 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6 HDi 

35,823 miles £6795 + VAT 


Please contact Craig or Keith 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


Award winning family-run business - established 1 953 
Motability Premier Dealer HB8DB 




VAUXHALL 
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• SAVE up to £6,000 on delivery mileage cars 

• SAVE a minimum £500 on used cars 

• 9.9% APR Flexible Finance to suit all 

Pick up a Sales List Catalogue from any of our dealer sites. These offers supersede all previous offers. 


Visit brindley.co.uk for your nearest dealership 


HONDA 


dSO <kTa) @ 




HYUflDHI 


KIA MOTORS 




MITSUBISHI MOTORS 


VAUXMALL 


Cannock • Codsall • Halesowen • Stourbridge • Tipton • West Bromwich • Wolverhampton 

Brindley Garages - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. 
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Good day 
for runners 
in villages 
challenge 

IT was another red letter day for 
Dudley Kingswinford Running 
Club with Ben Foster taking first 
place in the inaugural Two Villag¬ 
es 10k race. 

Over a testing course, starting 
and finishing at Enville Hall and 
taking in some testing climbs 
around Kinver, Foster was ahead 
by more than a minute at the fin¬ 
ish coming in at 36.53. 

Daniel Maskew of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton & Bilston was second in 38.16 
and West Bromwich Harriers Gur- 
mal Dehl took third in 38.32. DK’s 
Darran Bishop was fourth in 39.51 
winning his age group. 

Helen Tromans finished run¬ 
ner-up in the ladies race in a PB 
of 42.54 only 16 seconds behind 
the winner Victoria Wilkinson of 
Cheltenham & County Harriers 
with Louise Collins taking third 
in 44.26. 

There were plenty of other DK 
on show with Graham Wildgoose 
taking 35th in 45.47, Rebecca War¬ 
ren 48th and fifth lady in 47.34, 
John Andrews finishing in 50.36, 
Karen Doy in 51.44, Carol Fisher 
in 52.07, Lynn Sprague in 52.12, 
Jacqui Elson- Whittaker in 53.33, 
Andy Freeman and Traci Gaunt 
both came home in 1.00.15, Sally 
McConville in 1.03.34 and Debbie 
Richards in 1.04.54. 

The autumn marathon season 
kicked into gear with athletes 
travelling to Chester for the classic 
distance. Matt Biggs finished 25th 
in 2.48.18, Lorna Hulme was 200 
and 15th female in a PB of 3.13.11, 
Tahir Yasin finished in 4.02.55, 
Russell Fox in 4.09.04 and Andy 
Weaver in 4.09.51. 

DKhad a representative in their 
novel metric Marathon, a 26.2k 
with Charlotte Tonks in 2.52.58. 


Irvine is now 
free to find a 
new position 

ALBION have reached a deal with 
Alan Irvine to terminate the former 
head coach’s gardening leave. 

Irvine, sacked last December by 
the Baggies, was still being paid 
monthly under the terms of his dis¬ 
missal and as a result unable to seek 
employment elsewhere. 

But after an approach by the club 
through the League Manager’s As¬ 
sociation, Irvine has accepted terms 
which will enable him to return to 
the game. 

The Scot, who has been heavily 
linked with the vacant managerial 
position at Dundee United, said: 
“I’m delighted to have reached a set¬ 
tlement agreement with West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion and I’m now free to 
look for my next challenge “I really 
enjoyed my time being a manager 
with West Brom, just as at Preston 
and Sheffield Wednesday.” 


Yeltz can't break the stalemate 


Halesowen Town 0 Whitby Town 0 

HALESOWEN recorded their first drawn game 
of the season after failing to find the net in what 
turned out to be a goal-less stalemate. 

With Whitby more than happy to claim a rare 
away point and Halesowen lacking invention up 
front, a drab draw started to look inevitable from 
early on with the moribund game producing just a 
few half chances until the final 10 minutes but nei¬ 
ther side could ultimately come up with the goods. 

Halesowen’s Isaac Cooper struck a 25 yard shot 
just inches over the bar in the 11th minute before 
home goalkeeper Dan Platt pushed away a 13th 
minute direct free-kick from Matthew Waters at 


the base of his post. The evenly matched sides still 
lacked enough attacking ambition to break the dead¬ 
lock after the interval. 

The game proved bereft of entertainment until the 
64th minute when Cooper crossed dangerously along 
the Whitby goal which was one of few opportunities 
for the shot-shy Yeltz. 

The best chance of the game finally arrived in the 
82nd minute when a direct free-kick from Whitby 
captain Mark Robinson was tipped over the bar by 
home goalkeeper Platt. 

Whitby goalkeeper Shane Bland then pushed away 
a low shot from Cooper which was coming in at the 
foot of his post before beating away another Cooper 


effort in the dying seconds of the of what was a dis¬ 
appointing and score less draw. 

Halesowen Town: Platt; Connolly, Cooper, 
Denny (c), Hull, Elvins, Charlton, Bragoli, Reffell, 
Pearson (Griffiths 75), Hales (McGee 90). 

Subs Not Used: Morrison, Gueyes, Sargeant 
(GK) 

Whitby Town: Bland; Shepherd, Robinson (c), 
Bullock, Hassan, McTiernan, Martin, Gell, Roberts 
(Brobbel 77), Waters (Brown 69), Mason (Gardiner 
87). 

Subs Not Used: Charmey, Weledji. 

Referee: Ian Smedley Attendance: 377 


Hales hold strong 


against Sandbach 



Old Halesonians 27 Sandbach 17 

FROM the kick-off the visitors 
showed their intentions and after 
only six minutes breached the unusu¬ 
ally slack Hales backline for an early 
converted try. 

The home side gradually took a grip but 
only in phases. 

The Hales front row of Louis Padian, Pete 
Fitzgerald and skipper Rich Taylor were domi¬ 
nant in the tight scrummage, providing adequate 
ball for the backs. 

The Hales backs, led by man of the match Ben 
Barkley, grabbed a well-taken try by fly half Oli 
Rayner, converted by Chris Hooper. 

Sandbach came back again, this was to be the 
theme for the whole game. 

Hales mauled the ball towards the line with 
defenders hanging off to score. 

Collapsed 

Another scrum in the centre of the field in the 
Sandbach 22 resulted in a collapsed scrum The 
penalty was converted by Hooper. 

On 40 minutes another driving maul by Hales 
was rewarded with a try from McFarlane, Hooper 
missed the conversion.In the second halfHales 
ran at the opposition and saw Padian collect the 
ball and burst over the line for an unconverted 
try. 

Shortly afterwards Sandbach came back with 
some strong passages of play and were awarded a 
penalty to pull back to 24-17. Sandbach had more 
of the ball in the half and always threatened and 
remained within one score to draw level. 

On 61 minutes the home side were relieved to 
gain a penalty just inside their 22 which Hooper 
slotted home. 

For the last 20 minutes of the game Sandbach 
put Hales under constant pressure with many try 
scoring chances but Hales’ defence was fantas¬ 
tic standing strong to a man. Head Coach Ben 
Hughes told the players that the defensive effort 
was excellent Broadstreet 2nds v Old Halesoni¬ 
ans 2nds 

Old Hales 2nds travelled the 40 miles to face 
Broadstreet 2nds in the Midlands Reserve League 
where they were told Broadstreet couldn’t field 
a team. 

Old Hales captain, Rob Butler, was frustrated 


at the lack of communication from Broadstreet to call 
the game off earlier but accepted the walkover league 
win. 

Kidderminster 2nds 14 Old Halesonians 3rds 24 

The league fixture against Kidder 2nds was a much 
tougher proposition than the friendly game played two 
weeks ago. 

Kidder fielded a much stronger team that had more 
than their fair share of possession. Old Hales defended 


well and took their opportunities in attack to score 
four well-taken tries, with two from centre Phil Jukes 
and one each from wingers Callum Roberts and Dan 
Smith. 

Old Halesonians 4ths/Vets 66 Kidderminster 3rds 7 

Old Hales played Kiddy 3rds in the Dave Cook me¬ 
morial cup game. Old Hales ran out comfortable win¬ 
ners at 66-7. 


Stake’s win 
increases 
pressure on 
Sherwood 

Villa 0 Stoke 1 

MARKO Arnautovic increased the 
pressure on Villa boss Tim Sher¬ 
wood as Stoke claimed their first 
Premier League away win since 
February. 

The midfielder struck to secure 
successive wins for Mark Hughes’ 
resurgent side in a deserved 1-0 
victory at Villa Park. 

The Potters’ last away Premier 
League win came in Sherwood’s 
first game in charge at Villa in 
February. 

Arnautovic had already seen 
a goal disallowed in the first half 
while Charlie Adam’s audacious 
60-yard lob almost had the visitors 
in front. 

But Arnautovic won it 10 min¬ 
utes after the break as slapdash 
defending from the hosts cost 
them. 

Villa failed to mount a response 
after going behind and remain 
winless in the Premier League 
since the opening day, losing the 
last four, and only implosions 
from Sunderland and Newcastle 
stopped Villa slipping to the bot¬ 
tom of the table. 

Jack Grealish was benched in 
the week that saw him pledge his 
international future to England, 
while Mame Diouf replaced the in¬ 
jured Xherdan Shaqiri. 

But without Grealish Villa 
lacked any spark with Stoke, wor- 
ryingly for Sherwood, comfortable. 

An early sweeping move left 
Villa open at the back and Bojan 
spotted Diouf s run, only for Micah 
Richards to produce a superb block 
when the striker pulled the trigger. 

Stoke dictated the play, but the 
game lacked real quality until 
Adam almost repeated his wonder 
goal against Chelsea after 18 min- 


Albion heroes 
are ready to 
help league 

ALBION legend Bob Taylor and for¬ 
mer Hawthorns favourite Richard 
Sneekes are teaming up to help sup¬ 
port the Dudley and Cradley Heath 
League as special guests. 

The two former footballers will 
check in for a sporting evening at 
the Dudley Ex-Servicemen’s Club 
on Friday, November 20. 

The league is staging the event to 
raise funding so that they can help 
keep costs down for all the sides in¬ 
volved. 

Tickets cost £10 each and the 
numbers will be limited so they 
are being sold on a first come, first 
served basis. 

Anyone interested in buying tick¬ 
ets should contact either Mel Lewis 
(07826 052918), Carl Dakin (07919 
107774) or Brian Pedley (07899 
635771). 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Heathens are 
motivated, 
says captain 

CRADLEY boss Will Pottinger says they 
have added motivation heading into 
the second leg of their Knockout Cup 
semi-final with King’s Lynn at Perry 
Barr next Wednesday. 

The Heathens have seen their future 
placed in jeopardy after the announce¬ 
ment they are searching for new man¬ 
agement and their consortium will not 
be continuing to run the club in 2016. 

Pottinger is now desperate to see 
them overcome the Young Stars and en¬ 
sure their Perry Barr showdown is not 
the last time the famous Heathens race 
jacket is seen on track. 

He said: “We know there is a chance 
that this could be our last meeting, so I 
guess there is an added motivation for 
us there. 

“We are still hopeful someone will 
come forward and we’ll be able to con¬ 
tinue next year, but we know there is no 
guarantee so we are desperate to try and 
extend this season. 

“We’ll be doing everything we can to 
make it past King’s Lynn and into the 
final against Eastbourne. 

“Regardless of what the future holds 
we want to end this season on a high, 
so we are certainly looking to try and go 
all the way and win the Knockout Cup.” 

Meanwhile Heathens star Matt Wil¬ 
liamson has spoken of his shock at the 
management’s decision to stand down. 

“The news was a real shock to be hon¬ 
est, but I can understand how it’s hap¬ 
pened,” Williamson said. 

Cradley Heathens Supporters’ Trust 
say they are desperate not to see the 
team die after its owners announced 
they were stepping down. 

Lifelong supporter Spencer Billing- 
ham said: “We are just coming to terms 
with what has happened like everyone 
else.” 

Bowlers have eyes 
on £3,500 Masters 
prize share out 

SOME of the top bowlers in the country 
are looking to get a share of prize mon¬ 
ey of more than £3,500 in the finals of a 
competition. 

This year’s in the All Aspects George 
Masters final will be taking place on Sat¬ 
urday. 

One of the favourites is Greg Smith 
from Alvechurch who won the Waterloo 
handicap that was televised live on ITV4. 

Lancashire’s Simon Coupe, who has 
won every major honour in the game, 
will be looking to win his first Masters 
and there are plenty of other top class 
county bowlers in the final 16 hoping to 
take the £1,000 winners cheque. 

Play starts at 10am at The George 
Bowling Club, George Road, Oldbury 
B68 9LN. 

The finalists line-up is: 

Paul Rolls v Simon Coupe 
Craig Barker V Jamie Wyer 
Chris Ward v Dave Hayward 
Jon Palmer v Steve Wallace 
Dave Sadler v Greg Smith 
Chris Baker v Carl Fielding 
Shellton Orpe v Neil Simpson 
Anthony Bracken v Gordon Hawkins 


No relegation fight, says McAuley 


GARETH McAULEY wants Albion to start build¬ 
ing in the right direction again after stressing an¬ 
other relegation scrap is not in their plans. 

Two straight defeats and a haul of just eight 
points from their opening eight games has left the 
Baggies 17th in the early Premier League table 
and supporters fearing another long campaign 
battling near the bottom. 

But centre-back McAuley insists sights are set 
far higher. 

He said: “The aim for the season is to push up 
towards the top half if we can, and especially to 
keep away from the bottom three. The last couple 
of seasons, there’s been times when we’ve been 


Football 


too close for comfort.” 

After consecutive top-10 finishes under Roy 
Hodgson and Steve Clarke, Albion have spent the 
past two campaigns dicing against the drop and 
the target for McAuley is clear. 

“We would like to finish the season with our 
best ever points tally in the Premier League and 
reach that 50 points mark, which we’ve never 
quite done in the past,” he said. “When I joined 
the club, it was always about building and doing 
better, which we did initially. But now we’ve had 


a couple of seasons where we fell back a little bit 
so it would be nice to start going in the right di¬ 
rection again and to start building again.” 

McAuley, currently on international duty with 
Northern Ireland as they look to secure Euro 
2016 qualification, has been a mainstay of Albi¬ 
on’s defence to this point of the season. 

Boss Tony Pulis signed Jonny Evans and James 
Chester to bolster his backline over the summer 
but the 35-year-old admits to relishing the com¬ 
petition. 

“When you are in the team, you need to per¬ 
form every week.” 


LATE STRIKE 
LEVELS GAME 


Pressure is growing for Pulis 



Palace’s Wilfried Zaha and Albion’s James Morrison battle for the ball at Selhurst Park on Saturday 


Halesowen Town 1 Nantwich Town 1 

NANTWICH man of the match 
Matt Kosylo broke Halesowen’s 
hearts with a superb equaliser 
two minutes into injury time. 

The Yeltz had looked set for all three 
points after Isaac Cooper grabbed an 
earlier lead. 

Three minutes into the second half he poked 
home from close range after Keyon Reffell helped 
the ball on towards goal, following good work by 
Reece Hales and Luke Connolly down the right. 

Both sides had an early corner cleared before 
Rob Elvins nodded narrowly wide for Halesowen 
after six minutes. 

Matt Bell then shot just past the post from 20 
yards for Nantwich in the 12th minute and Elli¬ 
ott Osborne’s corner was played back in for Matt 
Bailey to send a low header just wide of the Yeltz 
post a minute later. 

A dangerous 17th minute cross from Cooper 
was then cleared although chances were few in 
the first half midfield battle. 

Crossbar 

The Dabbers went close towards half-time 
when Josh Hancock played a deft ball into the 
penalty area but home goalkeeper Dan Platt 
saved under his crossbar after Bell clipped the 
ball on at the first touch. 

Keyon Reffell then rifled a 20 yard shot at 
visiting goalkeeper Terry Smith before Kosylo 
curled a free-kick just past the post with Platt 
left watching just seconds before the interval. 

After taking the 48th minute lead in a move 
started and finished by Cooper, Halesowen went 
close again as Hales drove wide. 

Kosylo received a yellow card after going down 
under a challenge in the penalty area following 
an interchange and Bell curled a 67th minute 
free-kick over the Halesowen bar. 

Substitute Lewis Short then hesitated too long 
after collecting a long ball forward into the Yeltz 
area in the 69th minute. 

Livewire Kosylo cut in from the left after meet¬ 
ing Andy White’s long pass in the 78th minute 
but was denied by Platt before Nantwich substi¬ 
tute Josh Gordon struck the home side netting 
three minutes later. 

Kosylo grabbed an injury time equaliser. 


Crystal Palace 2 Albion 0 

ALBION failed to register a serious shot on 
target until the game was already lost and 
when Palace finally did breach their defences 
through Yannick Bolasie, midway through the 
second half, it was merely justice for a perfor¬ 
mance of patience against an adventure-free 
opponent. 

Pulis’ post-match frustration bordered on 
anger, but it was an emotion shared with the 
1,300 travelling supporters, many of whom 
awoke before dawn and travelled more than 
100 miles to watch such an insipid display 
against a Palace team which, while talented, 


does not deserve tactics usually reserved for 
playing the likes of Barcelona. 

Albion’s investigations of a home defence, 
which looked shaky on the rare occasions it was 
tested, never got beyond the exploratory. 

It was football, but not as many people know 
it and certainly not in the form which makes 
them fall in love with the game, or with a club. 

Is there a tougher team in the Premier 
League to watch than Albion right now? It’s 
doubtful. 

The factPulis’ men failed to register a shot 
in the 21 minutes between Bolasie’s opener 
and Yohan Cayabe might be the most damning 
statistic of all. 


Our season 
starts now, 
says Jackett 

WOLVES’ season starts here - that was 
the message from boss Kenny Jackett, 
who hailed the contributions of goalscor- 
ers Benik Afobe and Kevin McDonald. 

A second successive 3-0 victory pro¬ 
pelled Jackett’s team into the Champi¬ 
onship play-off picture, just a week after 
they were only three points off the bot¬ 
tom of the league. 

And while not getting carried away 
with his team’s form, Jackett expressed 
his delight at the victory over Hudders¬ 
field - and bemoaned the two-week 
break before their next fixture owning 
to the international break. 

He said: “We’ve got seven points out of 
nine, there’s the opportunity to do that 
in this league, and we’re disappointed 
the international break has now come. 

“The big thing is now our season is 
ahead of us and we have to keep build¬ 
ing.” 

McDonald, who has withdrawn from 
the Scotland squad with a back injury, 
scored one and Afobe the other two as 
Wolves picked up their third clean sheet 
of the season. 

The pair have both dealt with off-the- 
field distractions and been far from at 
their best this season, but played a cru¬ 
cial role in Saturday’s victory. 

Jackett added: “Maybe Afobe was 
distracted, it would be the case for any 
young player, it’s tough, but he’s been a 
big player for us and he’s only been here 
since January. We think he has a very 
good future at 22 and he’s really got his 
confidence at Wolves which is what he 
was looking for when he came here. 

“McDonald adding goals to a very 
good game. His concentration’s been 
very good and he’s a key player. With 
Coady getting suspended and Edwards 
getting injured it’s opened up the part¬ 
nership again for Price and McDonald.” 

Villa apologise for 
dropping training 

VILLA have apologised to supporters af¬ 
ter opting not to stage their traditional 
October half-term open training session 
due to fixture congestion. 

The annual event at Villa Park is par¬ 
ticularly popular with young fans. 

But Tim Sherwood’s men face South¬ 
ampton in the Capital One Cup on the 
Wednesday of the school break (Octo¬ 
ber 28), forcing the club to put the open 
training session on hold. 

A statement on the club’s website 
said: “We would like to apologise to sup¬ 
porters who look forward to attending 
open training and we will explore the 
possibility of staging an event later in 
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£2.20 Pint Real Ales! THE PERFECT PLACE FOR SNOOKER 


Sky Sports & BT Sport shown on large screens 
• Hot and cold food • Free Wi-Fi 
• 5 Heated Match Tables 

• Regular Exhibitions 
with world’s top 
snooker 


An Evening of : SNOOKER.& ENTERTAINMENT 



Snooks Snooker Club is the perfect place, 
for snooker. With five heated snooker' 
tables, one pool table you can unwind in our 
relaxed atmosphere 

Snooker Hall, 1st Floor, Sydney House, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B6S SJZ 

Telephone: 0121 561 3481 
































